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| Vou.X. N? 235—13% Yzar.] LONDON, OCTOBER 22, 1861. 


CANNEL COAL. 
|} AMSAY’S NEWCASTLE CANNEL 
i| has become the principal Cannel Coal used in 
\|the Metropolis, Its joint products of gas of high 
|| {lluminating power, and coke of good quality, make it 
|| one of the most economical coals known. The Crystal 
Palace was lighted from it in 1851, and the Post-office, 
and Times Office, are at present. 

FIRE-CLAY RETORTS and PIPES. 

FIRE-BRICKS (marked ‘‘ RAMSAY”) OF ALL 
DESCRIPTIONS. 

G. H. Ramsay, Broad-chare, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Manufactory established in 1804. 





Just published, 
(SERVATIONS on the Paper read 
by JOHN SHUTTLEWORTH, Esq., before the 
British Association at Manchester, on 
THE MANCHESTER GAS-WORKS. 


Reprinted from the JoURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, 
WATER SUPPLY, AND SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. | 


Price 3d. each, or 5s. per 25 copies. 
W. B. Kina, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, Lonpow. 


‘UX7ANTED, by a Young German, 
age 24, who speaks and writes English well, a 
situation as ASSISTANT-MANAGER of a Gas-work, 
or as CLERK in the Engineer’s office. He has studied 
Chemistry, Mathematics, &c., at the first German uni- 
versities, and thoroughly understands the Manufacture 
and Distribution of Gas, having been engaged for along 
time in a large German work. He isa good penman, 
|| and well acquainted with Bookkeeping and Mechanical ; 
Drawing. H 
He would also accept a Situation as CORRESPON- 
DENT in a Gas business connected with the Continent, 
or in a Manufacture of Gas-Meters. | 
The highest references given. 
Address, D. D., Office of this JouRNAL, 11, Bolt 
Court, Fleet Street, Lonpon, E.C. 





ANAGER wanted at the St. Neot’s 
GAS-WORKS (in consequence of the death of 
the late Manager). He will be required to devote him- 
|| self exclusively to the business of the Company, and 
must be competent to Lay Mains and Services, Fix and 
Repair Meters, Direct the Setting of Retorts, and Keep 
the Working Accounts. It is desirable that he should 
previously have had the Management of small Gas- 
works. Wages, 20s. a week, with house, coals, and 
light. Annual make about 3 Million cubic feet. 
ppli are requested to state, in their own hand- 
writing, age, reference, and number in family; and to 
send ies only of Testimonials, not the Originals, as 
the Directors will not undertake to return Testimonials, 
nor to reply te all letters. 
| Applications to be addressed (post paid) to Mr. 
| SAMUEL Day, the Secretary, St. Neot’s, Hunts. 


ANTED, a Man to take the entire 


| Management of a small gas-work, situate about 
|| 16 miles from London. 

||_ Apply to Mr. JamEs Megacock, 7, Snow Hill, 
| Lonpon, E.C. 
} 
| 


(TOTTENHAM & EDMONTON GAS- 


||| NOTICE is hereby given that the ANNUAL 

|, GENERAL MEETING of the above Company will be 

|| held at the London Tavern, Bishopsgate Street, in the 

| | City of London, on Wednesday, the 30th day of October 
next, at Three o’clock in the afternoon precisely, to 
| Teceive the Report of the Directors, and to declare a 
| DIVIDEND to the 30th of June last. 

|| The Transfer Book wilil be closed on Wednesday, } 

\| the 16th day of October, until after the meeting. i 
} By order of the Board, 

| JAMES RANDALL, Secretary. 

Edmonton, Oct. 16, 1861. 


E@vivtaBLe GASLIGHT 
COMPANY. 

NOTICE is hereby given that a HALF-YEARLY 
ORDINARY MEETING of the SHAREHOLDERS of 
this Company will be held at this Office on Tuesday, 
the Sth day of November next, to receive the Report of 
the Directors and Auditors, and to declare a DIVI- 
DEND upon the Capital of the Company for the half 
year ending the 30th of June last. 

The Chair will be taken at One o’clock precisely. 

Notice is hereby also given that the Transfer Books 
of the Company will be closed on Saturday, the 26th 
—- and re-opened on Tuesday, the 5th of November 

By order of the Board of Directors, 
SAMUEL ANDREws, Secretary. 

Office, No, 21, John Street, Adelphi, 
| Oct. 14, 1861, 
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LIGHT and COKE COMPANY. 
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COWEN’S PATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 


J Oszru COWEN and CO, 
BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


Were the only parties to whom a PRIZE MEDAL was 
awarded at the GREAT EXHIBITION of 1851, for “‘Gas 
RETORTS and OTHER OBJECTS in FIRE CLay.” 

J.C. and Co. have been for many years the most 
extensive Manufacturers of Fire-Clay Retorts in the 
United Kingdom; and orders for Fire-Clay Retorts 
of all shapes and dimensions, Fire Bricks, and every 
other article in Fire Clay, are promptly executed at 
their Works as above. 

COWEN’S GARESFIELD COAL AND COKE. 

Coal and Coke Office, 
Quay Sipe, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION. 






fi Ee atcan, & yy 
FOF ahh 
PLees Weeks 


jour RUSSELL AND CO. 


THE OLD TUBE WORKS, 
CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY; 
ALMA WORKS, 

WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE; 
and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, 


Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Iron Gas Tubes 
and Holders of the present Patents; Inventors and 
First Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam 


| Boilers. 


J. R.and Co. make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings 
for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders 
may be executed in afew days. 

Gun Metal, and all other kinde of Cocks, Stocke, 
Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. 

N.B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, 
and Warranted. 


LONDON GAS SHARES. 


WANTED to Purchase, a few Shares 


in this Company, either Blue, Red, or Black. 
Sellers may state the number and price, addressed to 
Z., Mr. EVERETT, 75, Old Broad Street, City. 





T° Corporations and Gas Companies 
desirous of altering their stock of Wet Gas-Meters, 
to meet the requirements of Lord Redesdale’s Act. 

The Advertiser offers a simple and effectual plan, by 
which the chance of the lights being extinguished by 
any sudden increase of pressure is completely obviated. 

For terms and further information, address to J. J., 
65, St. Paul Street, New North Road, Lonpon, N, 





TO GAS-FITTERS—CONSTANT EMPLOY. 


wan TED, a good Practical Gas- 
FITTER and BKASS-FINISHER. One who 
understands Meter Repairing, and Main and Service 
Laying, preferred. 

Applications, with references, &c., to be made by 
letter to Mr. J. Rowan, Manager, Gas-Works, Alder- 
shot, HANTs. 





UPWARD’S 
ATENT DRILLING APPARATUS 


FOR GAS AND WATER-MAINS. 





No. 1.—RATCHET-BRACE, DRILL-Posts, CLips, 
Botts, Tap-DRILL, and Nut, for j, 1, 1}in., £9 1 0 

No. 2.—RATOHET-BRACE, DRILL-Posts, CLIPs, 
Boxts, TaP-DRILL, & Nut, for 14 and 2ins., 10 6 0 


MADE BY 
BRYAN DONKIN & CO., ENGINEERS, 
Near Grange Road, Bermondsey, 


SOLE LICENSEES, 


JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING 


| WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 


w. 





| 
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| tories, or Public Buildi 


| 


} 
| 


} 


} 





Subscription { 15s.in Advance ]DOUBLE Ivo. 
per Ann. ? 18sCredit. Price 1s. 


| BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE- 
CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


Witriam COCHRAN CARR begs 


most respectfully to thank the Metropolitan, 
Provincial, and Continental Gas Companies for their pa- 
tronage for several years past, and to intimate that he 
has rebuilt and enlarged his extensive premises for the 
Manufacture of CLAY RETORTS; and thatheis now 
prepared to execute thelargest orders with yay 
and despatch. Orders for FL{RE-CLAY RETORTS, 
of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other 
Articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the shortest notice, 
and on the most reasonable terms. 

London Agents: 
JAMES LAWRIE & C0., 
63, OLp Broap Street, City, LONDON. 








STATION-METER, 


| ANTED, a Second-hand Station- 


METER, in perfect order, suitable for 4 in. 
Mains. 
Particulars and Price to be sent to Mr. FEARENSIDE, 
Solicitor, Burton, WESTMORELAND. 





WANTED, GAS-WORKS TO PURCHASE 
LEASE. 


HE County and General Gas 

CONSUMERS COMPANY (Limited) are desirous 

of purchasing or leasing GAS-WORKS on equitable 
terms, 

Application to be made to the Engineer of the Com. 

pany, Mr. H. P. STEPHENSON, 58, PALL MALL, 8.W. | 





Q* Sale, a Centre-Valve, for Four! 
Purifiers, with 8-inch Connexions; as good } 
as new. | 

Apply to Mr. AsquiTH, Gas- Works, Keighley, YorkK- | 





SHIRE. 
Oct. 18, 1861. 





| 
| 
ESLIE’S PATENTS: Gas and. 


Coke from common Coal, greatly increased in 
value.—60, Conduit Street, LonDoN, W. | 





ESLIE’S PATENTS: Up to 


Forty Candle Gas.—60, Conduit Street, LonDon, 





ESLIE’S PATENTS: Licenses 

for England, Scotland, and Ireland, the 86 De- 

artments at France and Belgium.—€0, Conduit Street, 
NvoN, W, 


ESLIE’S PATENTS: The 


National Waste Heaps at Collieries UTILIZED for 
Gas purposes.—60, Conduit Street, Lonpon, W. 


ALTER MABON, 


ARDWICK Inon Works, FarRrizip STRaRT 
MANCHESTER, 
Manufacturer of 

IRON TANKS for Gasholders, Railway Stations, &. 

GASUOLDERS.—Extensive premises at Gorton, 
solely for the manufacture of holders, and other 
heavy W t-Lron Structures. 

GAS APPARATUS.—W. M. has an extensive assort- 
ment of patterns for Purifiers from 4 feet to 15 feet 
square, also round ones from 4 feet to 10 feet diameter; 
Scrubbers, Condensers, Washers, Columns, Girders, 
and Tripod Patterns, suitable for Gasholders, 

10 feet to 150 feet diameter, either Single-lift or Tele- 
scope. Contractor for Gas Works of any M: 
Designs, Specifications, and Estimates furnished. 

WROUGHT and CAST IRON ROOFS for Railway 
Stations, Gas Works, Warehouses, and Sheds, pre- 
pared for Slates or for Co: ted Iron. 

IRON HOUSES, either for Dwellings, Manufac- 








PIPESand VALVES, for Gasand Water, from? inches 
te 48 inches bore. “ 


ww RICHARDSON and CO., 


Inon Roor, GASHOLDER, AND Gas 
APPARATUS MANUPACTURERS, 


TUNNEL FOUNDRY, DUDLEY. 


EORGE BOWER, 
GAS ENGINEER, MANUFACTURER, 
AND CONTRACTOR, 
8T. NEOT’S, HUNTS. 











_ References to between 100 and 200 Gas-Woxk¢De& 
signed and Erected by the Advertiser. 
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THREE 
MEDALS AWARDED TO 
THOMAS GLOVER’S 
PATENT DRY GAS-METERS. 





LORD REDESDALE’S “SALE OF GAS ACT.” 


DRY METERS VERSUS WET METERS. 
LONDON, February 25, 1861. 


Tuomas Grover begs to call the attention of Gas Companies and others to a few facts, which, if duly considered, must 
lead to most important conclusions :— 

1. That since Toomas Giover commenced to manufacture his Patent Dry Gas-Meters (which is now upwards of 15)! 
years), every Wet Meter Maker of any importance in England has been compelled to manufacture Dry Gas-Meters ; and in)! 
the Journat or Gas Licutina, of date of 12th of February, 1861, Messrs. William Parkinson and Co., successors to the late 
Samuel Crossley, advertise that they ‘‘ intend manufacturing Dry as well as” Wet Meters, and it is worthy of particular notice 
that they intend to do so “after 40 years experience in manufacturing Wet Gas-Meters of such a quality that has enabled 
them, as they say, to maintain a superiority over all other; and this, be it also particularly noticed, after they had advertised 
in the Journa or Gas Licutine, January 29, 1861, “their improved low-spouted Gas-Meter with new patent float arrange- 
ment, which entirely overcomes the difficulty experienced by ordinary Wet Meter.” : 

2. That it is quite consistent with Tuomas Giover’s knowledge that Wet Gas-Meters, called ‘ low-spouted” or “ com- 
pensating Wet Meters,” have already been proved to be incapable of continuous working or registration, and for this reason 
the manufacturers of these Meters have been induced to seek the repeal of Lord Redesdale’s (righteous) Sale of Gas Act. 

3. That every year the Patent Dry Gas-Meter manufactured by Tuomas Grover has risen in favour with Gas Companies| 
and Gas Consumers, placing him in the proud position of being the largest manufacturer of Gas-Meters in the country. | 

Tuomas Grover guarantees his Patent Dry Gas-Meters to meet all the requirements of the “Sale of Gas Act,” to give| 
accurate and unvarying registration with steady lights ; and, from their peculiar construction, cannot be tampered with, and) 
may be fixed in open situations even above or below the level of the lights. They work with less pressure than Wet Meters, 
and are not affected by the most severe frost. 

Txomas Grover guarantees to uphold all Meters sold by him for 5 years free of expense to the purchaser, or for a) 
trifling per centage per annum will contract with any Gas Company to uphold their Meters of his manufacture for a series of 
years ; and, at the conclusion of such contract, to leave the Meters all in perfect working order. | 


N. B.—Agents in several parts of England are wanted. Apply by letter, or personally. | 


WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CO. 


(SUCCESSORS TO SAMUEL CROSLEY), | 
PATENT WET AND DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &c.| 


COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, E.C. 
“Establishes 1816. | 


PATENT IMPROVED WET METER. | 


W. P. and Co. invite especial attention to this Meter, which entirely overcomes the difficulty to which ordinary |! 
Wet Meters are subjected, owing to the short range of the Float, which is necessary, in order to meet the requirements | 
of the Sale of Gas Act. 


“Tt is well known that in Meters constructed so that the valve will close when the water is drawn off to such a point as to render them 3 per cent. slow | 
the lights are liable to be extinguished by the closing of the valve by a sudden increase of pressure. To meet this difficulty, Mr. Pinchbeck has invented an} 
ingenious and simple arrangement by which the action is reversed, and any such increase of pressure, in his Meter, raises the value instead of depressing it. The 
fact of the improvement having been adopted by Messrs. W. Parkinson and Co. is a sullicient guarantee that it practically and effectually remedies the incon- 
venience it is designed to meet.”—JovurwaL or Gas LicutTine. 


PATENT IMPROVED DRY METER, 


Which W. P. and Co. pledge themselves to mannfacture with the same quality of materials and workmanship as in their 
Wet Meter, thereby giving Gas Companies and others the advantage of procuring a first-rate Dry as well as a Wet 
Meter, which, hitherto, they have been wnable to do. 


STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS, 


Which can be seen at all the London Gas- Works. Also Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield, Nottingham, Belfast, Glasgow, Bir- 
mingham, Dublin, Bristol, Leeds, Leicester, Brighton, Southampton, Sunderland, Wolverhampton, Bradford, Norwich, &c., &c. 


TEST GASHOLDERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, EXHAUSTER REGULATORS, 
MINUTE CLOCKS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS, PRESSURE REGISTERS, &c. 
























































Oct. 22, 1861.} 





THE JOURHAL OF GAS LiaNTiNa, WATER ‘SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, 715 











a4 . 

Leading Articles:— PAGE 
Notes upon Passing Events. . . . »- » »- + © + «© @ © 715 
The Ges Agitationin the City . . . . . . 1. « - «+s 6 WM 

Oireular to Gas Companies . . - - - - «© 2 2 © © « « OD 

Register of New Patents :— 

Gye, F. _—Improve ments in Obtaining Light . 721 
Covienion, H. Tse shaman in Increasing the “Tuminatin ra Power . 
ofGas_ . se 8 2 
Pinchbeck, J. —Improvements i in Wet Gas-Meters . . + =a 
Webster, J.—Improvements in Manufacturing Oxygen Gas ° 721 
Newton, A. V.—Improvements in — Meters — * +. 5 ee 
‘Applications for Letters Patent. . . le - . . ee 
Grants of Provisional Protection . . . . . one 
Notices to Proceed Se) ao 722 
Miscellaneous News :— 
Meeting of the London GasCompany . . . - + - + + + + 922 
Meeting of the Imperial Gas Company. . - a oe. ee 
Meeting of the Surrey Consumers Gas Comp: mn ceo 3 eS 5 
Meeting of the Commercial Gas Company . + ee * ee 
The Sale of Gas Act—Metropolitan Board of es 5 es we oe 


Metropolis Gas Supply— 
City of London Court of Sewers Mew a ee ee 
Court of Common Council . . . . ee eee a 
Marylebone Vestry . ih 7: 
Dr. J. Northcote Vinen’s Fortnightly 
the Surrey Cons umers Company a ee a 
Dr. Hillier’s Report on the Gas Supp! lied ‘by ‘the Imperial Gas Com- 
pany in St Pi neras . x “a - * 
Mr. Train’s Street Tramways . 
Annual Report of the Manchester Gas Committee 
Price Current ok + ok Se ee 


Report on the Gas Supplied by | 


















NOTICES, 
Puts 
|| The subscription is 15s, per annum, if paid in advance during the month 
| of January, or 18s. credit, in two sums of 9s, each, in July and 
January of each year, Post-Oflice orders must be made payable at the 

|| Charing-Cross Money-Oréer Office, to William H. Bennett, No. 42, 
|| Parliament Street, Westminster. 
|The next number will be published on Tuesday, November 5, and the 
| subsequent numbers on each successive alternate Tuesday. 
|| Stamped copies, when forwarded by post, must be folded so as to expose 
i| the stamp; they are otherwise liable to the full postage charge for 
letters. 
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|| Mr. W. B. King, No. 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street. 


duly registered at the General Post Office for 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, 
WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 





TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 1861. 


| 
NOTES UPON PASSING EVENTS. 
| Ir this were not the dead season of the newspaper press, when 
} reports of the most obscure public meetings are received with 
|| gratitude, and published in full, we might have thought it useful 
| to give an account of the two days march through the first com- 
|| pleted section of the cloaca maxima of London. As to the prin- 
| ciples on which the works are being constructed, our readers 
|| have long been informed of them ; as to the details, they have 
| been discussed again and again. The execution might have 
|presented great engineering difficulties a century ago; but 
| canals, railroads, and the ordinary sewer-work of great cities, 
have given engincers such a mass of experience in dealing 
with every kind of soil, from the wettest clay to the loosest 
||quicksand ; have created such workmen, such foremen, and 
such contractors, that the whole affair, when once the plan 
was settled and the money found, was, and is, as certain 
and straightforward as building a dock or excavating a railroad 
tunnel. Up to the present time, no difficulty equal to the 
North London Railway through Hampstead Hill has been 
encountered. The greatness of the work—and it is a great 
work—lies in its extent and cost—three millions of money sunk 
in three years out of sight! 
the merits of the plan—there is nothing of the daring and 
originality of the Thames Tunnel about it. When the ‘great 
intercepting drains and pumping apparatus have been com- 
'|pleted, and are at work, London will be, by a very long in- 
terval, the best drained as well as the best sewered city in the 
world. 
jbut all superfluous rainfall, will be removed from the soil and 
surface over which the metropolis spreads; and, by the same 
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Fortunately—and that is one of | 


With the least possible delay, not only all sewerage, | 


process, the air and the river will be purified and sweetened. 
It was in 1850-51, that Frank Forster, working with William 
Haywood, the present engineer and surveyor of the City of 
London, prepared a plan of interception, based on the prin- 
ciples which are now being carried out, which was examined 
and approved by the late Robert Stephenson. On Frank 
Forster’s resignation and death, the plan was for three years 
studied by Messrs. Bazalgette and Haywood, revised, and 
submitted to Mr. Stephenson, and Sir William Cubitt, as con- 
sulting engineers. ‘‘ Each part of the plan,” said Mr. Ste- 
phenson, in a letter to the Times, in November, 1855, ‘‘ has 
been separately and conjointly deliberated on by Sir W. Cubitt 
and myself. I have personally checked all the calculations ; | 
am, therefore, prepared to be personally answerable for the 
soundness of the principles and the accuracy of the details of 
the London sewerage intercepting plan.” To this letter, which 
was an answer to an ignorant, malignant attack on Mr. Bazal- 
gette, that gentleman owed his appointment as engineer to the 
Metropolitan Board of Works. The plan now in course of 
execution is, modified in details only, the plan of 1854-55. 
It seems but the other day that the amateur engineers and ex- 
officials were clamorous with their ridiculous sewering schemes 
—worrying Mr. Bazalgette in public and in private—and allowed 
a place in the Times for criticism on the engineering opinions of 
the greatest engineer of the age. But the amateurs, with hope 
of office removed for ever from their view, have retired into 
that obscurity they are so well calculated to adorn. We do 
not even know in what temple (to Cloacina?) F. O. Ward has 
hung his now useless weapon—the l-inch sewer-pipe—the 
contest and the combatants alike forgotten. 


Amidst the army of eight hundred vestrymen who marched 
through the great sewer-tunnels, and struggled practically for 
a roll or a draught of beer, there was not one who had a sigh 
to spare for the intrepid projectors of the Board of Health. 
Even the great pipe-maker of Lambeth seems to have forgotten 
his former Mentor and patron in fashionable society, and taken 
kindly to the engineer who was once his favourite aversion. 
The Metropolitan Board of Works has long been under the 
heavy cloud which inevitably hangs over a merely taxing 
corporation. When was a tax-gatherer or a custom-house 
officer ever popular? The ratepayers, and the vestrymen, who 
are also of course ratepayers, have only heard of plans of im- 
provement, while they have felt the rate for main drains—still on 
paper. It was, therefore, wise on the part of the board to let 
the vestrymen personally, and the rest of the tax-paying com- 
munity through the press, know what had been done in the 
task for executing which the Board itself had been created. 
The first day was devoted to the Board and the big-wigs, and 
ended appropriately with a dinner of congratulation, and of all 
the delicacies of the season. The second day, an army of 
vestrymen marched under, and over, and into everything, and 
scrambled for bread and cheese, and the beer, which, on such an 
occasion, ought to have flowed through the new conduits 
Those who were content with seeing, returned home well satis- 
fied that their money was being spent ina solid manner. But 
the commissariat is always the weak point of a raw army, and 
we hear that the feeding department fell far short of the paro- 
chial appetite. The scene was strongly suggestive of a distribu- 
tion of provisions to the burghers of a besieged city: the cries 
for beer were awful, and illustrious parochial authorities had 
stand-up fights for a share of a quartern loaf; while poor Mr. 
Bazalgette ran a near chance of sharing the fate of Actzon. 
We shall not be surprised if Doyle, in an early number of 
the “ Cornhill,” gives us ‘‘ Vestrymen inspecting the Progress 
of Works.” 

As this main drainage work will be completed within the 
next two years, and for about the sum at which its cost was 
originally estimated, discussions on the profitable use of the 
liquid about to be poured into the lower reach of the Thames, 
may be expected to be revived. The sewerage of north 
London will be collected daily in a huge reservoir, ready for 
any adventurous individual or company to experiment on. We 
are justified in saying that the Metropolitan Board will 
encourage agricultural experimenters or manure manufac- | 
turers with everything except money. Already, feelers are, 
thrown out for starting a joint-stock company, in round-| 
about articles, in which we recognize the fine Roman hand, 
of the agricultural alderman—suggestions that our engineers | 
are disgraced because they do not propound a plan for’ 
gathering a halfpennyworth of bread from a gallon of sack ; 
although what more our engineers can do than a ovide 
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iron pipes and steam-engines for pumping any amount of 
fluid that will sell, it would puzzle any one but the alderman 
to tell. When the machinery for pumping the contents of low- 
level sewers up the height at which they will join and flow away 
with the contents of the two sewers which roll on by force of 
gravitation is at work, there will be no need of guessing at 
what it will cost to send the sewerage, from either the north 





may be found; that will be merely arule of three. 
once undertook to pump it all up with an engine the size of a 
loo-table. The difficulty will be to find customers for the stuff. 
In dry years, they would be plentiful enough; but, in the 


and rain sufficient for their purposes. In a dry climate, the 
demand for liquid sewerage, however weak, might be expected 
to be constant. 

The experiences in the region of Paris are not encouraging. 
We mentioned last year, when noticing M. Moll’s report to 
his shareholders, that an elaborate attempt at sewerage irriga- 
tion had been carried out at the farm of Vaujours, under the 
auspices, and with the assistance of, the municipality of Paris. 
The speculation of Vaujours was commenced on the advice of 
Mr. Edwin Chadwick, after his interviews with the Emperor 
on his favourite subject, and after a tour through the liquid 
manure farms of England and Scotland by Professors Moll and 
Mille, as commissioners of the French Government. It has now 
been at work four years. Unlike all the persons who have 
written accounts of similar experiments in this country, M. 
Moll, although as great an enthusiast as to the virtues of liquid 
sewerage as Alderman Mechi himself, is a most careful ob- 
server, and honest and intelligent reporter. The following is 
a summary of the history of his liquid manure farming at Vau- 
jours, condensed from a report of 112 pages, issued for private 
circulation at the commencement of this vear, under the title 
of Annales de Vaujours. The report is a model of clearness 
and candour ; every detail is given, every loss fairly and fully 
stated. The farm of Vaujours has been carried on under M. 
Moll’s management for four years, and three balance-shects 
have been made up. The shareholders were bound to take a 
certain quantity of liquid sewerage, and in return received 
assistance in money to the extent of about £1200. The first 
year of 1857-58, when the liquid system was imperfectly 
applied, the loss on the twelve months was £190. In 1858- 
59, when the works were in a more complete state, the 
balance of loss was about £290 ; and in the last balance-sheet 
published, of 1859-60, showing the result of operations 
after the tubular system had been fully applied, and the farm 
well drained, the loss exceeded £440. In one year the sea- 
son was found too wet, and in another too dry, for the liquid 
system. In the summer of 1859, the liquid manure, “ like 
oil on fire,” to use M. Moll’s own words, burned up all the 
crops it touched; with the autumn came rain, and immense 
crops were produced, but too late to be made into hay; and, 
as M. Moll pathetically observes, ‘‘ it would have paid best to 
have let this fine crop rot on the ground.”” ‘“ More convinced 
than ever of the high value of liquid sewerage, as a means of 
fertilization, [ am at the same time obliged to acknowledge 
that its use requires great care, and a degree of experience 
as to its effects in different conditions, pure, or mixed with 
water, at the time it may be applied.” That is to say, all the 
lessons of Mr. Chadwick, Mr. Mechi, and the Scotch farms, 





have only led poor M. Moll intoamess.“* The tubular system,” 
he continues, ‘‘ while rendering it essential to distribute a large 
quantity of liquid manure, compels a selection of crops which 
/cannot always be profitably disposed of in the particular district 
in which the farm is situated.’’ Thus the experience of the 
jagricultural professor confirms the doubts and warnings, with 
which, at the Society of Arts, and agricultural clubs, close 
|observers of the English climate met the glowing pictures of 
| Mr. Chadwick and Mr. Mechi. But the unlucky professor 
does more—he gives a detail of the profit and loss on each 
crop for every year. Thus, in 1859-60, there was a loss on 
| the flock of sheep; a loss on the wheat crop, on the beet root, 
onthe rape, which got laid as is usual with liquid manuredcrops; a 
'losson the cabbage crops; aheavy lossin rye-grass madeinto hay, 
| because it could not be sold green ; a Joss on the luzerne and arti- 
‘ficial grasses—the latter being smothered by the wheat crop fail- 
ing from over luxuriance; a loss on potatoes, which all rotted, and 
on the rye-crop. The profit was on the Italian rye-grass con- 
sumed green on the farm, on the dairy, and in a small poultry, 
yard-fed on the tailings and spoiled corn. Finding such 
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difficulty in applying the sewerage to cereals, M. Moll tried 
other crops—first, tobacco ; “ but, although it grew very lux- 
uriantly, it was so damp that it was not smokeable ;” and 
besides, being troubled with numerous excise regulations, 
required a great deal of hand labour, and was only fit, after all, 
for making snuff—now that snuff taking is yearly going out of 
fashion. Hemp seemed promising, but there was no market 
| for hemp; while, as to flax, it was found that liquid sewerage 
did not suit it. Some friends suggested that vegetables should 
| be grown for the Paris market; but, on investigation, it turned 
| out that there was too large a margin between the prices per 
| bunch and per cartload. Finally, to balance the accounts, the 
shareholders were obliged to fall back on the contribution 
from the municipality. Of course, M. Moll, as an enthusiast 
who has embarked his time, his reputation, and his money in 
this speculation, contrary to the advice of every trustworthy 
English and French agricultural authority, has plenty of 
| excuses for the failure of his theories: the weather, too hot, or 
too wet; the rise in the price of labour; the ravages of rats 
and rabbits; are all eloquently portrayed. But, after all, it 
comes to this—liquid sewerage, under certain circumstances, 
produces extraordinary effects on green crops ; but it is a fer- 
tilizer requiring great care and skill in application, and the 
investment of a considerable capital before it can be used. 
For men who have the taste, and the means, and ability, to 
make agricultural experiments on a large scale with town sew- 
erage, M. Moll’s reports will be invaluable, full of facts and 
suggestions. For instance, he mentions, with an honesty 
which would astound Mr. Chadwick, that the manufacturers of 
beet-sugar bind the farmers who supply the roots not to use 
liquid manure for it; because, although this fertilizer applied 
through open channels to the growing plant gives temporary 
vigour to the leaves and size to the bulbs, the saccharine quali- 
ties of the root are so much damaged that the syrup will not 
crystallize. 

One chapter, which M. Moll heads with “‘ Sewerage Manure 
in England,” is absurdly incorrect. After relating that Chad- 
wick’s school of sanitary reformers had proposed to use 
sewerage as a source of agricultural perpetual motion, he goes 
on to say—‘‘ The great farmers of England, who were satis- 
fied with the effects of guano and pulverized bones, perempto- 
rily rejected the projects of the reformers. The Scotch farmers, 
younger, and with smaller farms—less wedded to precedents— 
willingly adopted the tubular system of liquid manure, and 
made it celebrated. But, in agricultural clubs, the discussion 
always turned on the net profit ; and, as it appeared that the cost 
of plant and machinery was heavy, England continued to allow 
the sewerage to flow into the sea.” Now, it is well known 
that the gentlemen who made Scotch liquid-manure farms 
famous were not small farmers, or farmers at all, but two 
bankers, Mr. Telfer and Mr. Kennedy—for many years the 
standing dishes of Mr. Chadwick and Mr. Mechi. They grew 
enormous crops, astonished strangers, and both ended by 
losing large fortunes. Mr. Telfer failed, and paid a miserable}; 
dividend : his system was wholly discontinued. Mr. Kennedy 
got rid of his farm, after losing all the capital he had employed 
onit, Neither Telfer nor Kennedy used liquid sewerage. A Mr. 
Dickenson, in the New Forest, has a liquid-manure farm; but 
he does not pretend to make a profit, being very wealthy, and 
| farming a few acres for amusement only. M. Moll then 
| translates Liebig’s celebrated letter to the Times, in which that 
| eminent chemist, playing into the hands of a notoriety-seeking 
correspondent, doomed future England to sterility, because her 
farmers relied on artificial manures, and did not consume the 
sewerage of great towns. With remarkable ignorance of 
English agriculture—not displayed for the first time—Liebig 
pointed to the countries exhausted by feeding the Romans— 
once fertile, now sterile. This prophecy of England's decline has 
since been often quoted in foreign journals as an argument 
against imitating the English system of agriculture. If there 
were anything in it, France and Germany, and all the coun- 
tries of poor peasant farmers, are advancing with still more 
rapid strides towards the total exhaustion of their soil. The 
Romans in Italy, and their tributaries in Sicily, Sardinia, and 
Africa, took everything out and put nothing in the land. For 
years before the fall of Rome, the average crops of corn per acre 
were constantly decreasing ; it was the standing complaint of 
Roman writers on agriculture. They ploughed well, they weeded 
carefully, but they manufactured no sufficient quantity of manure. 
In England, farmers, however ignorant in other respects, make 
plenty of manure. We have farms that have been cultivated, and 
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whose tenure can be traced back to Domesday Book ; we have 
still large numbers that were cultivated by and under religious 
houses, and have, ever since the Reformation, been in the 
hands of the noble families to whom they were granted by 
Henry VIII. 








hundred years. On not one of these farms can any falling off 


Because the English are a meat-eating people. Meat cannot 
be manufactured without manure being produced. 
beef and mutton feed not only on grass and hay, but on 
imported lentils, corn, and oil-cake. In addition, then, 
to guano and bone-manure, our farmers make increasing 
quantities of farm-yard manure, which alone contains all the 
constituents for renovating the soil, enriched by the corn, 
lentils, and flax seeds of the whole world. Therefore, what- 
ever loss there may be in the contents of sewers of towns, 
formerly conveyed from cesspools to the country in a solid 
state, now flowing away as liquid, that loss is more than 
replaced by the increase of the production of meat fed in 
winter by and on artificial food. Professor Liebig’s reference 
to Roman culture is either ignorant or disingenuous. We can- 


the same threats of future ruin, and offered a remedy in his 
own patent universal mineral manure. At any rate, if sterility 
threatens our farms, it has not yet shown the first sigus on 
farms which, for hundreds of years, have been under crop. 
We fear that Liebig, with all his chemical genius, cannot for- 


to take the cue from any one, however obscure, scientifically and 
agriculturally, in order to libel our real farmers, for despising 
alike his patent manures and his prophecies. 


out that the cochineal insect—the dye of which is at present, 
with the exception of a small quantity imported from Madeira, 


tract of country in British India. It was introduced in 1801, 
when the lac insect was unknown, and cochineal was worth 
30s. a pound, bya gentleman of the name of Dawson, tempted 
by a prize of £600 offered by the East India Company. The 
cactus opuntia, on which alone the insect flourishes, grows 
profusely throughout the south-western provinces of the 
Indian peninsula. 


troduced with the cochineal spider, the commercial speculation 
completely failed. In the course of time, the cochineal spider 
extended, from Fort St. George, where it was landed, 4000 miles 
inland, to Cuttack, on the Mohammuddee river. Here it was 
found in a wild state by the writer of the letter from which we 
quote. He was told by the commissioner of the district that 
it was well known, but quite valueless. But, not discouraged, 


produced six lengths of crimson and scarlet cloth superior in 
brightness and stability of colour to that dyed with the 
American cochineal. 
a congenis of the colouring matter expressed from the insect 
when alive, and, when dry, moulded into cakes, according to 
the system with lac-dye,”’ we should be able to make Indian 
cochineal a valuable article of export. There can be no diffi- 
culty in adopting the South American mode of preparation, 
for the cochineal has only been cultivated in Madeira since the 
failure of the vine there. 


siderable interest and sympathy among scientific men in 
France. M. Barral, in the Presse Scientifique, expresses his 
hope and belief that this grand experiment will still be success- 
ful; at the same time, he says that he read, with indignation 
and contempt, articles in a French religious ultramontane 
journal, rejoicing over the misfortunes of the great ship. ‘‘ To 
rejoice,” he observes, ‘‘ because such an experiment has failed, 
because man has not yet learned how to subdue the tempest, 
because a ship—on which all the arts of modern science have 
been concentrated in order to avoid the dangers of shipwreck— 
has almost foundered—is to act like worthy successors of the 
inquisitors, who imprisoned Galileo, and would have burned 
him had he not recanted.” In the same number of his journal, 
M. Barra] quotes, from a statistical survey of Austrian mining, 
& passage showing that private companies in that country have 
increased the production of coal by 53 per cent., and lignite by 
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We have another class of farms created in | 
Norfolk and Lincolnshire—open barren heaths within the last | 


in production be found; on the contrary, there has been an 
average increase in the corn production of all—and why? | 


Our | 


not forget that he once condemned agricultural drainage with | 


give practical old England for being successful, and is willing | 


An Indian correspondent of the Globe has recently pointed | 


entirely derived from South America—is found over a vast | 


Within a very short time, the cochineal | 
extended over 800 miles of country ; but, as no persons who | 
understood how to prepare the article for market had been in- , 


he sent for specimens of the South American cochineal, and 


He is “ thoroughly convinced that, were | 


The disasters of the Great Kastern have excited no incon- | 
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| 44 per cent.; while the price has been diminished 30 per cent. || 
During the same period, the production of the imperial coal- | 
| mines has diminished; ‘‘one more instance, if any were || 
required, that private enterprise in commercial operations is || 
much more effective than the cleverest official management.” | | 
On this, M. Barral remarks—“ Spain was dead, as a producing | 
| country, until the end of the first quarter of the present 
century. Then, the Government proclaimed that, who- 
ever discovered a mine, no matter whether rich or poor, || 
stranger or Spaniard, should be the proprietor of it. || 
Immediately, a crowd of industrious, enterprising men| 
discovered and developed vast supplies of wealth pre-| 
viously unknown; from that movement, dates the commercial | 
revival of Spain.” ‘‘ England owes her power and strength 
to the same principle ; the State never (seldom ?) interferes—| 
private enterprise is the foundation of every commercial under- | 
taking. The surface of England is barely two-fifths of that of | 
France ; her severe climate forbids the profitable cultivation of | 
wine, or oil, or silk, or rice; yet she has been able to extend 
her commerce to all parts of the world. A company of Eng-| 
lish merchants was able to govern countries which extend from 
the banks of the Indus to the frontiers of China; from the 
mouths of the Ganges to the peaks of Mibel; in a word, there 
is scarcely a habitable part of the globe where the manufac- 
| tures of Manchester or Birmingham are not to be found. On| 
the other hand, the Emperor of Morocco, reigns over the| 
most fertile lands, with the finest climate possible, under} 
which the produce of temperate and tropical zones would) 
flourish ; has spendid ports; in a word, the materials of manu- 
facturing and mercantile wealth; and yet, commerce and | 
manufactures scarcely exist in that favoured country. | 
France has happily entered on a career which tends to) 
enlarge the circle of her commercial competition; but the| 
people and the Government are still far from leaving manu-| 
facturing operations to private enterprise. The people still) 
| call for State intervention in everything. It is still the popular 
belief that nothing can be done well without official interference. | 
| ‘The State undertakes by endless laws to regulate work which | 
it does not execute. Manufacturers are treated as if minors 
under the control of trustees, who, notwithstanding their per- 
sonal respectability and good intentions, are constantly doing 
mischief by meddling in matters they do not understand. We 
pay every year more than 150 millions of francs for the pur- 
chase of metals, although our mountains are full of rich mines. 
The regulations required before obtaining leave to open and 
work them, drive away capital and enterprise.” On reading 
such observations from such an impartial source, how much 
reason have we to rejoice that the instinct of the people of 
England led them to peremptorily put down the school of 
| lawyer commissioners who rose on the Reform Bill, and pro- 
| posed to regulate everybody’s business, and teach every manu- 
facturer and miner how to work ! 
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THE GAS AGITATION IN THE CITY. 
THERE appears to be something in the nature of gas which 
| causes it to impart a portion of its inflammable quality to the 





minds of its consumers ; with this peculiar difference, however, | 
that, whilst its open combustion illumines their houses and | 
shops, its internal inflammation seems to darken their intellects | 
and obscure their judgment. Whether it be in London, in 
Dublin, in Edinburgh, or in places of less note, the same effects | 
are observable, and professional agitators contrive to render 
| the obscurity more dark by fanning the inflamed passions with | 
exciting misrepresentations, so that a calm consideration of | 
the question of the supply of gas becomes almost impossible. | 
| The excitement now raised in the City of London is an illustra- | 
| tion of the obscuration of the judgment of the consumers of 
| gas by the inflammability of the subject. A gas company, in| 

compliance with the prescriptions of an Act of Parliament, in- 
| troduced and promoted by parties hostile to the gas companies, 
| has increased the illuminating power of its gas 20 per cent. 
| more than was required by its original Act, and has raised the 
| price about 124 per cent., thus, in point of fact, giving an ad- 
vantage to the consumers of 74 per cent.; and, forthwith, an 
outcry is raised in the City councils of breach of faith; and 
the press, taking up the note, joins in a chorus of vituperation 
and abuse. Foremost among the latter is the Observer, which, 
in its number for October 13, gave vent to a farrago of errors 
and absurdities surpassing any of its former diatribes on the 
supply of gas. The gas companies are charged with the 
flagrant viclation of pledges taken before Parliament ; the Con- 
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sumers Company, against which more particularly the abuse 
is directed, is magnified into an indefinite number of 
companies similarly circumstanced; and, after representing 
how the battles of those companies were manfully and 
successfully fought by the ratepayers, who were led on to the 
attack of the old companies by ‘visions of gas at 3s. 6d., and 
even 3s.;”’ it is said that, in return for this gallant conduct, 
they have been saddled with the expenses and losses incurred 
by the bad management of those companies, which have been 
the first to raise the price to 4s. 6d. It is further alleged that, 
when the contract for the street lights terminates, the City 
authorities will be compelled to give what the companies de- 
mand ; and that ‘the same treatment which the City gas con- 
sumers are now undergoing will in due course be inflicted upon 
the other metropolitan parishes, as each in its turn will have to 
submit to any amount of extortion which the directors of the 
companies may think advisable to inflict.” At the same time 
that this veracious writer laments that the ratepayers should 
thus “‘ be completely at the mercy of these monopolists,”” they 
are told it is their own fault for not having contributed more 
liberally to the opposition of the companies in Parliament, in 
consequence of which “all the work has to be done over again;” 
and, if they wish to succeed the next time, ‘‘ they must not be 
chary either of their time or their money.”” Allusion is made, 
but in a warning tone, to the proposition to establish new com- 
panies ; and it is said that ‘‘ the only course which seems open 
and likely to succeed is for the metropolis to unite in endea- 
vouring to get an Act passed next session, to permit parishes, 
either per se or in combination, to erect gas-works, out of the 
parochial funds, for the use of the ratepayers.” 

It is nearly useless to correct such a tissue of misrepresenta- 
tions whilst the passions of the gas consumers are in their pre- 
sent state of excitement; and, if they exercised on the subject 
of the supply of gas the common sense and reasoning powers 
they bring to bear on other matters, they must perceive that 
the statements so confidently made are untrue, or give an 
exaggerated and one-sided view of the case. But, as fallacies 
often repeated without contradiction may be considered as 
truths, we shall briefly expose the errors and the false pre- 
tences of these assertions and recommendations. 

In the first place, the gas companies took no pledges before 
Parliament, therefore, it is untrue to say they have committed 
any breach of faith ; they have, on the contrary, hitherto faith- 
fully attended to the stringent provisions imposed on them by 
the Metropolis Gas Act. The conduct of the Great Central 
Consumers Company, against which the most virulent attacks 
are directed, has been very ably defended by its chairman, in 
the presence of his fellow-citizens, and little more need be said 
in its behalf. The ‘visions of gas at 3s. 6d., and even at 
3s.,” in which the directors indulged on the formation of that 
company, were quickly dispelled by the realities of practice ; 
but the company liberally fulfilled its engagements to the pub- 
lic, and supplied gas at 4s. per 1000 feet, which, according to 
the evidence of Dr. Letheby, was of much better quality than 
the company’s Act required ; and if, after experiencing many 
severe losses, the directors had reduced the illuminating power 
of the gas to the parliamentary standard, the consumers 
could not reasonably have complained ; and it cannot, surely, 
be now called a breach of faith—when they are required by 
the Metropolis Gas Act, under heavy penalties, to maintain a 
higher standard of illuminating power than their special Act 
provides—if they charge 12} per cent. more money for 20 per 
cent. more light. The citizens ought rather to be grateful for 
the excess of light so liberally bestowed for eleven years, than 
grumble at having now to pay for what they have been accus- 
tomed to receive as a free gift ; nor have they reason to com- 
plain of the Metropolis Gas Act for securing to them more 
light for proportionably less money than the special Act, which, 
we are told, they fought so manfully to obtain. The appre- 
hensions expressed about the City authorities being compelled 
to pay whatever the companies demand for lighting the streets, 
is one of the many fallacies often repeated by those who have 
never read the recent Act. The gas companies are bound to 
supply the public lamps with gas at the lowest rate charged 
to any private consumer; and, as the price to private con- 
sumers cannot be raised above 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet, unless 
under special circumstances, the validity of which the local 
authorities must recognize, there is, consequently, a fixed 
limitation to price, if the City authorities should prefer to 
supply the gas to the street lamps by meter, instead of by 
contract. The misrepresentation of the probable rise in the 





price of gas in the other metropolitan parishes beyond the City 
boundary, is too flagrant to be unintentional. It is distinctly 
stated in the Metropolis Gas Act, that none of the companies 
shall charge for the gas supplied by them a higher rate than 
they charged on the Ist of January, 1860, in all cases when 
the price for common gas was 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet; and it 
must be well known, though agitators endeavour to conceal 
the fact, that the 4s. per 1000 feet previously charged in the 
City was exceptional, and that the advance to 4s. 6d. only 
equalizes the price to that charged for several years in most 
other parts of London. 

The proposed means for rescuing the citizens from the | 
grasp of the extortionate monopoly of the gas companies, were} | 
discussed at the meeting of the Court of Common Council, on || 
the 17th inst., when a petition was presented from a meeting 
of the inhabitants of the ward of Bishopsgate, in which they 
prayed the court to consider the propriety of applying to Par- 
liament for an amendment of the existing Act, or for the 
exemption of the City from its operation, or for the erection 
of works by the corporation of London to supply the inhabi- 
tants of the City with gas. In the discussion which followed 
the presentation of that petition—a full report of which will be 
found in another column—the Great Central Company was 
more strongly abused than in the Odserver ; and one of the 
speakers suggested that the gas consumers in those streets 
where the mains of the other companies were laid, should 
desert the company that had been regarded as “a bulwark 
against monopoly,” and thus compel the directors to return to}, 
their original price. The petition was referred to the law, 
parliamentary, and city courts committee, to which the whole| 
subject of the supply of gas to the City had been referred by a} 
previous resolution of the council; and, when they have con- 
sidered the question, we feel assured they will not recommend || 
either of the propositions of the petitioners. The erection of) 
gas-works by the corporation would involve consequences not 
thought of by those who suggested such a plan. It is the|| 
settled policy of the Legislature not to sanction a competition || 
with private enterprise, supported by public funds, and the), 
purchase of the interests of the existing companies would be a) 
preliminary step in any arrangement by which the supply of |, 
gas in the metropolis could become vested in the municipal or} 
parochial authorities. It appears, from an estimate we have|, 
made of the present market value of the capital stock of the; 
metropolitan gas companies, that it amounts to the somewhat 
startling sum of £7,127,637, exclusive of the borrowed capital, 
which would probably raise the amount to eight millions sterling. |, 
Some of the companies have not yet attained their full deve- 
lopment, and, taking into consideration, also, that they would 
all be unwilling sellers, and would consequently require to be || 
paid somewhat more than the market value of their property, 
we shall not be far from the truth if we assume that the metro- 
politan ratepayers would have to raise nine millions sterling to 
enable them to purchase the undertakings of the thirteen gas 
companies before they could manufacture gas on their own 
account! Looking at the difficulty experienced in raising the}, 
three millions required for the drainage works of the metro- 
polis, it is not probable that the local authorities would be able 
to obtain the money to make the necessary purchase, even 
though the ratepayers might be willing to become responsible 
for the amount. 

The committee to whom the consideration of the supply of 
gas to the City was referred, presented a report at the last 
meeting of the common council, from a special committee of 
their body, on the manner and extent to which the provisions 
of the Metropolis Gas Act affect the interests of the gas con- 
sumers in the City of London. That report completely 
justifies the City gas companies in advancing the price of gas 
to 4s. 6d. The opinions of the Recorder, of Mr. Bovill, and 
of Mr. Gibbon, that the provisions of the Metropolis Gas Act 
of 1860, override those of the Great Central Company’s Act, 
and of the City of London Gas Company’s Act, settle the 
question as to the legality of the course adopted by those 
companies. If the citizens prefer an inferior article at a lower 
price, and object to pay 12} per cent. more for gas that is 20 
per cent. better, they must, in the first place, blame Messrs. 
Hughes and Beal, and the delegates from the various metro- 
politan vestries and district boards, for having inserted the 
name of the Great Central Company in the list of companies 
to whom the Act was to apply; and they must next blame 
their own supineness, for allowing the name of that company 
to remain there. The citizens might, at any of the various 
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stages of the bill, during the two years that it was before 
Parliament, have petitioned to be excluded from the operation 
of the Act; and, the fact of their having allowed it to pass in 
its present form, precludes them from all chance of escaping 
its provisions. 

It is quite clear that the gas companies were not instru- 
mental in forcing the Metropolis Gas Act on the City; and 
that, as they are compelled to maintain a higher standard 
of illuminating power and of purity, they are entitled to charge 
the minimum price mentioned in the Act. The animosity 
which now prevails against the Great Central Company shows 
that the citizens see the folly of encouraging further competi- 
tion, which must end in combination; and we trust that, when 
the excitement caused by the advancement of price has subsided, 
they will perceive it must be to their advantage, as well as to 
that of the companies, to let the Act have fair play. The con- 
cession by two of the City companies—of allowing the gas to 
be tested at the place of consumption, and without any previous 
notice—exhibits a laudable desire, on their parts, to meet the 
wishes of the gas consumers; and the citizens would better 
attend to their own interests by putting into effect the powers 
which the Act confers on them, which would most certainly 
secure a reduction in the price at no distant time, than by 
wasteful attempts to escape from its operation. 


Circular to Bas Conpantes. 

Tue Sale of Gas Act has at last come into operation in the 
several places we enumerated in our preceding number, with 
the exception of Limerick, respecting which we were misin- 
formed ; and it has been adopted also in the boroughs of Brighton, 
Bridgewater, Chard, Maidenhead, Tenterden, Totnes, and 
Truro, in England; Lanark, in Scotland; and Strabane and 
Waterford. in Ireland; returns from which places have since 
reached us. The non-appointment of inspectors in some 
of those towns does not exempt persons who fix meters 
there from the penalties imposed by the Act. A doubt has, 
indeed, been raised, in a letter that has been published in the 
London papers, whether also persons wsing an unstamped 
meter, fixed after the 13th inst., are not liable to be fined. 
The only words in the Act which appear to confirm that con- 
struction of it are the words, “times respectively,” in the 
seventh line of the 17th section. It may be argued that, had 
it been intended that the fines imposed by that section for 
using an unstamped meter should not come in force till the 
expiration of ten years, the singular number would have been 
employed, and that the word “ times,” in the plural number, ex- 
tends the liability to persons who may use any unstamped meters 
that have been fixed after the 13th inst. There is certainly an 
ambiguity in the words of the section which favours that con- 
struction of it; and the fact that an alteration from “‘time’’ to 
“times respectively ’’ was made while the bill was in the Com- 
mons, shows that the adoption of the plural number was not acci- 
dental, but was intended by the framers of the bill. The point 
is a doubtful one, and can only be settled authoritatively in 
Westminster Hall. 

_ Our opinion has been asked by “ A Subscriber” whether it 
is necessary, under the provisions of the Sale of Gas Act, to 
stamp meters that have been removed for examination or 
cleaning before being refixed. We apprehend that the refix- 
ing of a meter once disconnected and removed from its place, 
brings such a meter within the operation of the 18th section 
of the Act, and that a penalty is incurred by fixing it again 
without having it previously stamped. 

About twenty-five inspectors of meters have obtained the 
requisite instruments for testing and stamping, and are now 
actively at work, but their efforts are inadequate to get through 
one-tenth part of the business that is crowded upon them ; 
and some companies, who cannot obtain a sufficient number of 
stamped meters, are supplying new customers direct from the 
mains, to avoid incurring the penalty of fixing meters that are 
not stamped. The newly-appointed metropolitan inspectors 
have not yet commenced operations ; and the Metropolitan 
Board, at their meeting on the 11th inst., were talking, not 
very wisely, about the kind of gasholders to be used. Mr. 
Carpmael, who ought to be an authority on mechanical 
matters, is reported to have said, that the gasholders ordered 
“were made of tin, and were rough and ready things, used by 
§as-meter makers for testing their own instruments, but there 
Were scarcely two of them, when used together, that agreed as 
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to the number of cubic feet of gas passing through them ;” 
and he then informed the Board, that there were some ordered 
by the Government that were not liable to that variation. 
Mr. Carpmael, being a patent agent, naturally looks with an 
eye of favour on patented inventions; and, on that account, 
probably, he prefers Mr. George Glover’s patented gasholders 
to the “ rough and ready ” instruments in ordinary use. He fur- 
ther informed the Board that, ‘ in consequence of the sulphuric 
acid and the impurities of the gas passing through them, in 
time they become less capable of measuring the quantity put 
into them.” We gave Mr. Carpmael credit for knowing 
something more about gas than the utterance of such nonsense 
indicates. Even Dr. Letheby, who labours under the delusion 
that sulphuric acid is one of the products of the combustion of 
coal-gas, would laugh at the notion that sulphuric acid is con- 
tained in the gas itself. Not content with that display of his 
ignorance, Mr. Carpmael was prepared to recommend copper, 
but its cost deterred him ; he evidently not being aware that that 
metal is rapidly corroded by ammonia, which is a substance 
that coal-gas does contain in considerable quantity. But, 
though he objected to copper on account of its price, there 
were, he said, ‘‘some peculiar instruments ”’ used by the Go- 
vernment, that he thought it would be desirable to have; in 
other words, that instruments should be purchased by the 
Metropolitan Board such as those for mounting three of which, 
and for partially making nine others, Messrs. Donkin and Co. 
received £2068, while Mr. George Glover received £471 for 
seeing them made. Such a monstrous proposition for squander- 
ing the public money is enough to raise the shade of Joseph 
Hume, when instruments quite as accurate and equally durable 
may be obtained for £25 each. In the specification of Mr. 
George Glover’s patent, dated Nov. 16, 1860, it is proposed 
to make the bells of gasholders of a mixture of tin and anti- 
mony, or of glass, or of aluminium. Glass and aluminium are 
only fanciful materials, to be used in some prospective state of 
the arts far in advance of the present; and we have yet to) 
learn what superiority an alloy of tin and antimony possesses 
over the alloy used for making the measuring-wheels of wet 
gas-meters. Such a patent may serve the purpose of an adver- 
tisement, but, in practical value, we conceive it to be like many) 
others that have passed through Mr. Carpmael’s hands—not| 
worth the parchment on which it is written or the wax with 
which it is sealed ; and the Board of Works would do well to 
refuse to be made the instruments for puffing pretended in- 
ventions, and to avoid being led into wasteful extravagance by 
the adoption of Mr. Carpmael’s proposition. 

We understand that some of the inspectors have tested the 
meters taken to them in a very unsatisfactory and imperfect 
manner. ‘The great pressure brought to bear on them by the 
urgent demand for meters may, to a certain extent, be an 
excuse for such hurried discharge of their duties ; but, when 
the pressure on them is diminished, we shall return to the 
subject. 

The town council of Wakefield are not satisfied with their 
notable plan of improving the lighting of the streets by using 
burners of 3 feet instead of 4, and, at a recent meeting, a com- 
mittee was appointed to consider the expediency of applying 
to Parliament for an Act to vest in the corporation, as the 
local board of health, the power of supplying the borough with 
gas. The town-clerk had collected some curious information 
for the guidance of the council, relative to the Bolton Gas Bill. 
It might have been thought that there could be no mistake about 
the proceedings of Parliament in relation to that bill. In accor- 
dance with a standing order of the House of Lords, they refused 
to sanction the sale of the gas-works to the corporation unless 
the consent of two-fifths of the shareholders had been pre- 
viously obtained. The town-clerk of Wakefield, however, in- 
formed the council that the cause of the failure of the Bolton 
bill was, that the clause providing for the sale of the works 
was permissive and not compulsory on the company, and 
“that there was little doubt that if the corporation had applied 
for compulsory powers to buy the gas-works, as the Wakefield 
corporation intended doing, the bill would have been passed !”’ 
We should like to see the council try the experiment, as the 
result would afford additional warning to those local authorities 
who hanker after the management of gas-works. 

The state of affairs looks very promising for Mr. Flintoff at 
Dundee, where he continues to hold meetings, and to urge the 
formation of a new company, of which he may be the engineer. 
The class of persons who attend his lectures seem to like his 
rough, ready, and unscrupulous mode of speech; and circum- 
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stances have favoured him at Dundee, inasmuch as the two gas 
companies have reduced their price from 5s. 6d. to 4s. 10d. 
Though this reduction is made in accordance with the provi- 
sions of the Act of one of the companies, that they shall supply 
gas at the average price charged in the seven towns of Edin- 
burgh, Glasgow, Paisley, Perth, Arbroath, Montrose, and 
Aberdeen, yet it happens opportunely for Mr. Flintoff that the 
reduction should have taken place while he was in the town, 
so that he may claim the credit of it. There is something 
very piquant in his manner of addressing his Dundee friends, 
if we may judge from the laughter with which his remarks are 
greeted ; but the muster of them has been much smaller since 
he has charged 2d. for admission. It is not complimentary 
that they are unwilling to pay so small a sum to be informed 
how they may save thousands of pounds, and to be treated 
with the pranks of a merry-Andrew into the bargain. - There 
was something new, too, in his last harangue, for he announced 
his intention to bring a bill into Parliament for forming colleges 
for gas-meter inspectors in London, Edinburgh, and Dublin ; 
of which, we presume, he is to be the chief professor. 
In the meantime, he is about to visit Aberdeen, and other 
places in the far north, where he promises to effect wonders. 
Though never sparing of his promises, it must be somewhat 
disappointing to his friends to find that they do not bear the 
fruit of fulfilment in those places where he has had the oppor- 
tunity of displaying his marvellous powers. Notwithstanding 
his wonderful skill in erecting works, and in making gas, his 
works, by some mischance, have proved defective, and the gas 
high-priced. As instances of these mishaps, which have recently 
come to our knowledge, we may mention Denny and Lanark. 
The works he erected at the former place far exceeded the 
estimate, and several parts of the apparatus require to be 
altered and repaired. At Lanark, matters are not much 


Ss. We perceive that Mr. Flintoff winces at the name of 
Sheffield, and we will, for the present, let by-gones be by- 
gones as regards that town, where he enunciated the scheme 
of making gas for nothing, and putting one shilling per ton 


of 10,000 feet of gas. He continues to honour us with 
his abuse; but we have been so often favoured in that manner, 
that it is to be feared we may cease to appreciate it. The air 
of Dundee has stimulated him to bestow some extra marks of 
his regard ; and it seems to be so exhilarating and makes Mr. 
Flintoff so lively, that it seems a pity he should leave an 
atmosphere that suits him so well to expose himself to the 
chilling blasts from the Grampians. The granite city may 
prove too hard for him to make any impression, especially as he 
is no longer aided by his diagrams, which, we are informed, 


Denny; and for the present, therefore, these attractions cease 
to form part of the ‘‘ professor’s”’ stock in trade. 

It is not often that the question arises as to what are landlords 
and what tenants fixtures in a gas-work, as such establish- 
ments are seldom erected on leasehold or copyhold ground ; 
but still there are instances in which they have been erected 
on such tenures, and the question is of considerable importance 
to their proprietors. 





authority as a precedent than would be accorded to a judg- 


will be acceptable to some of our readers :— 


‘latter company. These works were erected on leasehold 
_land—the lease expiring in 1860—and gas continued to be 
manufactured there till 1855, when, in consequence of the 


avoided had been expended for some years, they were thrown 
out of use, and the Commercial Company proceeded to sell 
such of the trade fixtures as they conceived they were entitled 
to remove. On the 7th of November of that year, a bill in 
Chancery was filed, praying for an injunction to restrain the 
company from removing “any buildings, erections, fixtures, 
articles and things attached to the freehold, or loose bricks ;”” 
and, upon the hearing, which took place on November 19th, 











| ment delivered in Westminster Hall, the following abstract | 


dilapidated state of the plant, upon which nothing that could be | 





better ; and the prices of gas at the two places are 5s. 10d. and | 
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of coals into pocket as clear profit from the production | 
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were publicly sold, on Friday last, in the High Street of Dundee | 
for £3, in virtue of a warrant issued under the ruthless hand | 
of the sheriff of Stirlingshire, at the suit of a tradesman in | 


A case of this nature has recently been | 
the subject of reference; and, as the high character of the | 
arbitrator stamps his decision with all, and even with greater, | 


It will be in the recollection of many of them that, upon the | 
purchase of the undertaking of the British Gas Company by | 
the Commercial Gas Company, in the works of the former, | 
| situated in Schoolhouse Lane, Ratcliff, became vested in the | 





and which was reported in our columns of December 10th 
following, it was agreed that no further proceedings should be 
taken in the suit, that the bill should be dismissed with costs, 
and that the questions as to the amount of dilapidations of 
buildings then standing, and the value of the fixed plant thereon, 
previous to any portion having been removed, should be re- 
ferred to arbitration, the company paying the amount of such 
dilapidations and half the value of the fixed plant, and sur- 
rendering the premises at Michaelmas, 1860. The company, 
upon this, proceeded with the sale of the old plant, 
which realized £1014, dug up the underground pipes, filled 
in the tanls, and delivered up the premises at the stipu- 
lated period, the whole ground being denuded of every- 
thing except the bare walls of the buildings, with the 
retort-house roof in such a dilapidated state that it fell in 
from its insufficiency to sustain the snow that accumulated 
on it, during one of the heavy storms of the succeeding winter. 
Mr. H. A. Hunt, the eminent surveyor to the Board of Works, | 
and the head of the firm of Hunt and Stephenson, of Parlia- 
ment Street, was ultimately nominated as the arbitrator 
between the parties. We do not purpose going into the ques-|, 
tion of dilapidations, further than to state that the sum of}, 
£2534 was claimed on this head, while £1330 was offered, |) 
and the umpire ultimately awarded £1355. This branch of}, 
the proceedings elicited nothing but the usual differences || 
between surveyors. The questions as to what constituted 
fixed plant,” and the principle upon which it should be 
valued, involved considerations of a legal and technical} 
character, which the experience of the arbitrator eminently), 
fitted him to deal with; and, though the terms of the reference 
did not call upon him to decide categorically what were), 
tenants fixtures, and what were landlords, his award is a 
tolerably strong indication of his views on that question. The 
claim originally on this head amounted to £6098; but, before}, 
the arbitration, it was swelled to £11,104, being the amount 
at which the “‘ fixed plant” was valued by Mr. Joseph Clark, 
Mr. A. E. Cowper, Mr. D. Methven, Mr. Upward, and Mr. 
Moreland, all experienced engineers, of whose valuation the 
following is an abstract :— 
DAWSON V. COMMERCIAL GAS COMPANY. 
Abstract of Plaintiff's Valuations. 





















































231 retorts—14} cwt. each - at 7s. £1172 6 6 
Mouthpieces, &¢.—34 cwt. each. at 12s. 48416 0 
Cross-bars es = = eee. 57 15 U || 
Hydraulic, 253 feet run; and standard, 
at 12s. 198 19 11 | 
Syphon, condenser, and connexions. . . 33 0 0 | 
Brick-work for retorts—50 rods and 1-5th, | 
at £18. 903 12 0 
Labour—setting . at 18s. each. 207 18 0 
£3,058 7 5 
Tar- pipes in retort-house. 3413 0 
Underground condenser . 248 9 3 
Main-pipes under ground . ... . 198 10 3 | 
No.1 Gasholder—40 ft. 6 in. diam., 47 ft. 
deep. £480 3 3 
Tank (iron)—41 ft. 3 in. diam., 23 ft. 
6 in. deep. 803 0 0 
Condenser—round tank . . . 126 10 0 
1,409 13 3 
No. 2 Gasholder—37 ft. diam., 18 ft. deep . £180 0 0 
Se a ee ee ee 4110 0 
Tank (brick)—37 ft. diam, 18 ft. 
deep. 505 12 6 
727 2 6 
No. 3 Gasholder—45 ft. 6 in. diam., 36 ft. 
deep. £652 5 4 
Tank (brick)—47 ft. diam., 18 ft. 
deep. 698 16 6 
1,351 1 11 
No.4 Gasholder—49 ft. 3 in. diam., 44 ft. 
deep. £7652 3 il 
Tank (brick)—50 ft. diam., 22 ft. 
deep. 940 0 0 
1,692 3 11! 
No. 5 Gasholder—45 ft. 4 in. diam., 47 ft. 
deep. £62011 3 
Tank (iron)—46 ft. 6 in. diam., 18 ft. 
6 in. deep. 809 12 0 s 
—— 1,530 3 3) 
| Yard bell 5 v0 0| 
NN _ ee ee ee ee 220 0 0} 
Two dry-lime purifiers—8 ft. by 8 ft. by 3 ft. 8 in. 148 4 0 
Two wet-lime ditto—11 ft. diam. by 2 ft. 
6 in. £160 0 0 
Mixing- ‘ ‘ 20 0 0 
Mixing-tub 130 0 0 
Six 7-inch valves . at £4. 10s. £27 0 0 
Five 6-inch ditto . at £4, 10s. 2210 0 
Five 10-inch ditto . at £7. 10s. 8210 0 
132 0 0 
Cast-iron tar-tank—13 ft. by 5 ft. by 3 ft. 6 in. 30 10 ; 
Two cast-iron support frames ee ae. A ea 16 10 > 
Iron plates—173 tons . at £7. 122 10 
ait caasiceeiaaaalel 
£11,104 19 3 
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Company that the Metropolis Gas Act of 1860 had guaranteed 
to them the exclusive supply of gas in their district ; and that, 
as the plant cn the premises in Schoolhouse Lane could not 
be used as a gas manufactory, it ought not to be treated as 
“ going plant,” but simply as old material, and that the sum 
realized by its sale was the true measure of its value. A wit- 
ness was produced on their behalf, who, upon an independent 
estimate of the materials forming the “fixed plant,” valued 
them at £1275, and another at £1286. The arbitrator ulti- 
mately fixed the value at £1488, of which only one-half was 
payable to the ground landlords under the terms of the agree- 
ment; but we have reason to believe even a smaller sum would 
have been awarded, had it been left to him to decide what were 
the fixtures to which the landlords were entitled on the ter- 
mination of the lease. 





iegtister of New Patents. 


927.—FrepErick Gyx, of Wandsworth Road, Surrey, for “ Jinprove- 
ments in obtaining light, and in the apparatus employed therein.” Patent 

dated April 15, 1861. 

This invention has for its object improvements in obtaining light, and in 
apparatus employed therein, and the same relates to that class of light 
known as the lime-light. For these purposes, in place of employing a 
cylinder or ball of lime, as usual heretofore, a disk or flat plate of lime is 
employed, and the ignited jet of combined gases is caused to act on the 
surface of the disc or flat plate, whilst the same is rotating’ on its axis. 
The axis itself is caused to move, so as constantly to present a new sur- 
face of lime to the jet of gas at each revolution. The axis, on which the 
disc or flat plate of lime is mounted, is horizontal, and it is driven by a 
pinion on a vertical axis, which receives motion from suitable clockwork. 
In order to facilitate the removal of one disc and the replacing of it by 
another or fresh disc of lime when required, the axis ou which the disc of 
lime is carried is mounted on a frame which can be readily removed from 
the clockwork, to allow of another similar frame being applied thereto. 
The vertically driven axis is to admit of its being made in two parts, the 
end of one part having a socket formed on it, and the end of the other part 
being formed with a square fitting into the same. The moveable frame 
carries a hollow bar, capable of sliding up and down or vertically. The 
upper end of this bar supports the bearing in which the horizontal axis 
of the lime disc is mounted. On the interior of the sliding bar there is a 
screw thread, which works with a screw formed on an upright axis that 
receives motion from the clockwork, and thus causes the sliding bar to 
descend or rise according to the direction in which the screw on the 
upright axis is turned. 

The lime-holder consists of two parts, onc, being the disc, by which it 
is fixed, by screwing or otherwise, to the end of the horizontal axis; and 
the other, a hollow cone, corresponding in size to the disc or circular plate 
of lime, which is made inclined or bevelled at the circumference. By 
this arrangement, the speed at which the surface of the lime is moved 
past the jet of gas will not be quite uniform; but the speed, if desired, 
may be made uniform by employing two cones and an endless band. 

The claim is for the application of discs or plates of lime carried by 
suitable mechanism past jet pipes, in place of the cylinder or ball of 
lime heretofore used, and also the combined mechanism, herein described, 
for giving motion to discs or plates of lime, as herein explained. 








948.—Hvuco Carstensen, of Cologne, for “‘ Improvements in the appa- 
ratus for, and method of, increasing the illuminating power of gas.” 

Provisional protection only obtained. Dated April 18, 1861. 

This invention relates to a novel apparatus, and in the method of using 
and employing the same for the purpose of increasing the illuminating 
power of gas. The apparatus consists of a chamber or vessel through 
which the gas is caused to pass and circulate previously to its being con- 
sumed. The said apparatus and materials employed in conjunction 
therewith, and the method of using or employing the same, as hereinafter 
described, are combined with the use or employment of benzoin as an agent 
for increasing the illuminating power of the gas to any required extent. 
It is preferred to construct the apparatus according to the present inven- 
tion in the following manner :—the chamber or vessel is formed of any 
convenient external shape or figuration, and of an internal capacity pro- 
portioned to the quantity of gas to be passed through in a given time. 
This chamber is divided by means of a horizontal diaphragm fitted in 
the lower portion thereof, and the superior and inferior portions or com- 
partments are connected by means of a series of tubes; or, instead of 
tubes, it is preferred in some cases to substitute sheet spaces, which pass 
for a certain distance into the lower compartment. ‘Through the series of 
tubes or sheet spaces, cotton wicks or other suitable twisted or plaited 
fibrous materials are drawn, or sheets of such materials, While passing 
through the upper end of the tube or sheet space, the one end rests upon 
the diaphragm or division plates, and the other end, after passing through 
the opening, whether of tubular or sheet-space form, passes through into 
the lower chamber containing the liquid benzoin, and from which it is 
caused to ascend by capillary attraction. 

Attached to a convenient part of the apparatus, just described, is a 
vessel, serving as a reservoir for the benzoin. From this vessel, the ben- 
zoin passes into the inferior compartment of the said apparatus through a 
suitable opening provided for the purpose. At one end or side of the 
vessel, and communicating with the upper portion thereof, a tube or main- 
pipe is connected, by which the gas to be charged is admitted, and which, 
after passing through the apparatus, may be discharged from the opposite 
end or side thereof, under regulation. 

By making a junction-piece or pipe between the inlet and outlet-pipes, 
and inserting cocks or taps in such position as that the supply of gas may 
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Before the arbitrator, it was contended by the Commercial be shut off from the apparatus and be caused to pass direct to the delivery | 
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side instead of through the apparatus, the gas may be consumed without 

being impregnated or charged with the benzoin; or, subject to regulation, 

it may pass in part only through the apparatus, according to this invention, 

and any lesser degree of illuminating power than that which the apparatus 

is capable of effecting may be imparted to the gas on its way to the| 
burners ; and thus the advantages belonging to the use or employment of 
this invention may be demonstrated. By the insertion of cocks or taps in 

the upper and lower parts of the apparatus, facilities are afforded for 

drawing off the liquid material; and, by means of a moveable top or| 
cover, access is given to the interior thereof, for the purpose of cleansing 

and removing the capillary arrangements. 


979.—James PincuBeEck, of 35, Whiskin Street, Clerkenwell, Middlesex, || 

gas-meter manufacturer, for “Improvements in wet gas-meters.” Patent || 

dated April 20, 1861. | 
These improvements relate more particularly to the mode of preventing || 
the pressure of the inlet-gas shutting down the valve, in order that the || 
valve may be adjusted to the greatest nicety, and close when the level of | 
the water in the meter falls by evaporation or otherwise. 

The gas from the inlet-valve enters the chamber containing the mea- 
suring-drum through an aperture or valve made in the round front or 
partition, dividing the square front and the compartment containing the 
measuring-wheel. The gas then enters the measuring-drum at the back, 
and into the syphon-pipe, in the reverse direction of that in ordinary 
meters ; and no direct communication exists between the syphon-pipe and 
the square front. From the syphon-pipe, the gas enters into the waste- 
water box below the square front, and then up a pipe to the outlet. 

The water-level in the meter is adjusted by a pipe, the upper extremity 
deciding the height of the water, and entering the waste-water box at the 
lower extremity, a hydraulic seal being made by one or more intervening 
bends, as may be found desirable. 

To prevent tilting, a lever-valve may be adapted to the aperture or 
valve in the round front. As the gas in the waste-water box is measured 
or registered, gas fraud, by the extraction thence of gas, is avoided. 

The claim is for the mode of admitting the unmeasured gas to the mea- 
suring-wheel, and taking off the measured gas from beneath the hood of 
the measuring-wheel, in the manner described. 





983.—James Wenster, of Birmingham, Warwick, engineer, for “Ime 
provements in manufacturing oxygen gas, and obtaining certain other pro- 

ducts.” Provisional protection only obtained. Dated April 20, 1861. 
This invention consists in a mode of treating a mixture of nitrate of soda, 
or other nitrate, with oxide of iron, for the purpose of obtaining oxygen 
gas, nitrogenous compounds, and the bases of the salt employed. For 
this purpose, the mixture is submitted to distillation in an iron or other 
proper retort. The nitrogenous compounds contained in the gaseous 
products of the distillation are condensed in water, or in any other con- 
venient manner, and the compounds are thus separated from the residue 
of the gaseous products, consisting chiefly of oxygen gas, which is col- 
lected in a proper receiver. The residuum in the retort at the end of the 
process, contains the base of the salt employed, which, if it be an alkali or 
alkaline earth, will be in a caustic state. By this process, three products 
are obtained—viz., oxygen, nitrogenous compounds, and the base of the 
salt operated upon. 
989.—AtrrEeD Vincent Newron, 66, Chancery Lane, Middlesex, 

mechanical draughtsman, for ‘ Jimprovements in the construction of 

liugid meters.” A communication. Patent dated April 20, 1861. 

This invention relates to that class of meters which effect the 
measurement of water or other liquid by its action upon a screw or wheel 
with helical blades. A great obstacle to perfect measurement, by this 
class of meters, has hitherto been that the velocity of rotation of the screw 
or wheel has been greater, relatively to a high velocity of the passage of 
the liquid through it than to a low velocity, and in many examples the 
liquid might be drawn through the meter very slowly without moving 
the screw or wheel at all. 

This invention relates to the employment of a peculiar construction of 
screw or wheel, and to the mode of applying the same in relation to the 
mouth of the passage through which the liquid is admitted to act upon it, 
whereby the above-mentioned difficulty is obviated; and also to certain 
means of adjusting the meter for accurate measurement, 

The meter consists of an upright trunk of cast iron, or other metal, 
having its upper part larger than the lower part, but both of a cylindrical 
form. The trunk is erected upon a hollow base through which there is 
an inlet to the bottom of the trunk for the liquid to be measured. The 
outlet for the measured water is at the bottom of the upper portion of the 
trunk, and the register-box at the top. An upright cylinder, or cylindri- 
cal lining of brass or other metal is screwed into the bottom of the trunk, 
and extends upwards, to within a short distance from the top of the 
smaller portion thereof, for the reception of the helical-bladed wheel, 
which fits closely to the cylinder, but so as to work without fric- 
tion therein. The upright shaft of this wheel works in an oil-box, 
bearing in a brace, extending across the bottom of the cylinder, 
and in a bearing on the top of the trunk; and its upper part, having 
a screw-thread cut upon it, enters the register-box above the screw, 
gearing with, and driving, the first wheel of the registering-train. 
The measuring-wheel is made with a hollow, air-tight cylindrical hub, 
the cavity therein being of such capacity that, though the wheel will not 
float, it will have a tendency to rise with any considerable pressure of 
water on its under-side, notwithstanding the free passage of water round 
it. In order to permit of its rising and falling, it is fitted to slide upon 
its shaft, and is furnished with a long pin at its upper end entering a 
notch in a collar on the shaft, for the purpose of causing the latter always 
to rotate with it. The helical blades of the wheel wind round the hub 
like the threads of a screw, and are made very thin, and arranged at short 
distances apart. ‘These blades are extended a short distance below the 
bottom of the hub, the action of the water upon the so-extended portions, 
which constitutes one of the features of this invention, being like the 
action of the buckets of a turbine-wheel. Independent of the action of 
the water on those portions which surround the hub, is an annular seat, 








projecting upwards within the lower part of the cylinder, and having a 
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| being drawn through the meter. The opening in this seat constitutes 
the mouth of the passage by which the water enters the portion of the 
cylinder which contains the measuring-wheel. A short collar, sliding on 
the upper portion of the cylinder, forms the prolongation upwards of that 
cylinder, and a strainer is placed at the bottom of the cylinder to exclude 
any dirt that might interfere with the action of the meter. 
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ironmonger, for “‘ Improvements in the construction of gas-stoves for 
heating and warming.’ Oct. 5, 1861. 
2495.—Wirtram Ciark, of 53, Chancery Lane, Middlesex, engineer 
and patent agent, for ‘‘ An improved gas-regulator and purifier, deno- 
| minated the * French purifier.’’ A communication. Oct. 5, 1861. 
2496.—Tuomas Hvonrs, of Birmingham, Warwick, manager of the 
Imperial Iron Tube Company, for ‘An improved high-pressure tap, 
Sor regulating and controlling the flow of steam, water, or other fluids, 
| 


which tap I purpose designating as ‘ Hughes's equilibrium-pressure | 


tap.’”’ Oct. 5, 1861, 

| 2502.—Grorce Ketson Sroruert, of Bristol, for “ Improvements in 
condensing apparatus.’ Oct. 7, 1861. 

2504.—Freperick Joun Evans, of the Chartered Gas-Works, Horse- 
ferry Road, Westminster, gas engineer, for “ Improved apparatus for 
generating gas.”’ Oct. 7, 1861. 

2516.—WituaM Saitu, of 21, King Street, Smithfield, Middlesex, gas- 
meter manufacturer, for ‘ Improvements in apparatus for measuring 
and regulating the pressure of gas.’ Oct. 9, 1861. 

2527.—Winttram James Wrttrams, of Warnford Court, London, for 
** An improved process of charging illuminating gas with the vapour 
of hydruret of carbon, for the purpose of increasing its illuminating 
properties.” Oct. 10, 1861. 

2540.—Cuantes Noyes Kernot, of Gloucester House, West Cowes, 
Isle of Wight, gentleman, and Martin Dreprricu Rucker, of 166, 
Fenchurch Street, London, gentleman, for ** Improvements in the 
method of obtaining ammoniacal salts, and other valuable products 
Jrom liquors or substances containing ammonia, and for utilizing the 
residuum.” Oct. 11, 1861. 

| 2567.—Wittiam Ross, of Glasgow, Lanark, N.B., brassfounder, for 
| Improvements in constructing taps or valves,”’ Oct. 15, 1861. 

|| 2580.—Witt1am Situ, of Salisbury Street, Adelphi, civil engineer, for 

** Improvements in the apparatus for, and method of, increasing the 

illuminating power of gas.” A communication. Oct. 17, 1861. 


























GRANTS OF PROVISIONAL PROTECTION. 


| 
1927.—Grorcr Fowtrr Jongs, architect, York, and James Jonezs, 
|| architectural carver, York, for ‘‘Zimprovements in apparatus for protect- 
ing and arranging water-pipes, and withdrawing water therefrom, and 
preventing injury thereto by frost.’ Aug. 3, 1861. 
2176.—Epwarp Josepu Hvueuss, of the firm of Hughes and Son, patent 
agents, 123, Chancery Lane, London, for “ An improved apparatus for 
collecting the gases which escape from furnaces.’’ A communication, 
Aug. 31, 1861. 
| 2350.—Brooxe Sara, of the firm of Martineau and Smith, of Birming- 
ham, Warwick, manufacturers, for *‘ Improvements in taps and cocks.” 
Sept. 20, 1861. 
2877.—JoserH Jacon, of Briinn, Austria, but at present residing in 
Golden Square, London, W., for ‘* Improvements in the mode of, and 
apparatus for, obtaining and treating hydrogen gas, and the application 
thereof to various purposes, part of which improvements are applicable to 
the inanufacture of ironand steel.” A communication. Sept. 23, 1861, 
| 2396.—Tuomas Ricuarpson, of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, chemist, for “ Zin- 
provements in the manufacture of muriate of iron for the purijication of 
coal-gas.” Sept. 25, 1861. 
! 
2426.—Denny Lang, of Cork, Secretary of the Cork Gas Consumers 
Company, for ** Jinprovements in apparatus whereby to regulate the pas- 
sage or jlow of gas, water, and other fluids.” Sept. 28, 1861. 
| 2436.—Cuantes Hitt Pennycook, of Glasgow, Lanark, N.B., for “ Jin- 
provements in chimney-hoods and ventilators.” Sept. 30, 1861. 
2444.—Oscar Ocrave Lesourp, of Paris, France, but temporarily 
residing in Panton Street, London, barrister, for “ Improvements in 
Joining pipes and tubes, or in forming or securing the joints thereof.” A 
communication, Oct. 1, 1861. 
|| 2491.—Parrick O'Connor, of Wavertree, near Liverpool, Lancaster, 
ironmonger, for * Improvements in the construction of gas-stoves for heat- 
ing and warming.” Oct. 5, 1861. 





NOTICES TO PROCEED. 


1314.—Cuartes Barry, of 196, Marylebone Road, Middlesex, atmo- 
spheric engineer, for ‘* Improvements in the mode of, and apparatus for, 
warming and ventilating rooms and buildings.” May 24, 1861. 
1366.—PavcL CAMERON, of Glasgow, Lanark, N.B., philosophical instru- 
ment maker, for ‘ Improvements in instruments for measuring, indi- 
| cating, and regulating the pressure or flow of fluids.” May 31, 1861. 
a ‘ " °9 2 
1382 —Wir1i1amM ALBERT SHEPARD, of Pall Mall, Middlesex, for ** Jm- 
provements in obtaining products from coal, and in apparatus employed 
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narrow face, upon which the measuring-wheel rests, when no water is | 


2491.—Parrick O’Connor, of Wavertree, near Liverpool, Lancaster, | 


[Oct. 22, 1861. 


1397.—ALEXANDER Princz, of the Patent Office, 4, Trafalgar Square, 
Charing Cross, Middlesex, for ‘‘ Improvements in the manufacture of 
gas, and in the apparatus connected therewith.’ A communication, 
June 4, 1861. 

1659.—James Barry Hawkins, of North Street, Limehouse, Middle- 
sex, plumber, for ** Jmprovements in the construction of cocks for drawing 
off liquids and vapours, and for regulating the flow or passage thereof.” || 
June 28, 1861, ! 

2101.—Tuomas Francis Doyty, of 3, Guildford Place, Russell Square, 
Middlesex, engineer, for ‘* Improvements in means, or apparatus for | 
raising and forcing fluids.”’ Aug. 22, 1861. 

2287.—Witt1am Henry Crisprn, of Marsh Gate Lane, Stratford, Essex, | 

copper smelter, for ** Improvements in the manufacture of curved and | 

angular paper tubes, and pipes.’” Sept. 14, 1861. ° | 





— | 


PMiscellancous News. 


LONDON GAS COMPANY. 

The Ordinary Half-Yearly General Meeting of the Shareholders of this 
Company was held at the Freemasons Tavern, Great Queen Street, Lin-| 
coln’s Inn, on Wednesday, the 9th of October—E. Hawkrns, Esq. in ad 


| 





| chair. 














therein.” June 1, 1861. 


The notice convening the meeting was read, and the seal of the company 


affixed to the register of the proprietors. 
The following report and statement of accounts (see next page) were | | 


taken as read:— | 

Your directors submit to you the balance-sheet and half-yearly accounts, showing | 
the result of the manufacture and distribution of the company’s gas up to the 30th 
day of June last. A statement of the profit and loss for the past half year is an- 
nexed to this report. It will be seen that, after appropriating £750 to the re- 
demption-fund, the sum of £22,641. 9s. 5d. remains applicable to dividend. Out of | 
that sum, the dividends upon all classes of preference shares and stock will be paid | 
on and after the 15th instant; and the direciors recommend that, at the same time, | 
a dividend of £1. 15s. per share, being at the rate of 7 per cent. per annum, be paid | 
upon the ordinary shares, which were paid up in full on or before the 30th day of | 
June last. a 

The supply of gas has been throughout the half year perfectly satisfactory, and, | | 
excepting from the partial inconvenience experienced over a limited area during the 
necessary alterations of mains, no complaints have arisen, The increase of revenue 
from gas has been smaller than usual; that increase being only £1660. 5s. 9d. upon | 
the revenue of the corresponding previous half year. This is occasioned partly by 
the extension of what is called the early closing movement, and partly by diminished | 
consumption by individual consumers ; who find that, since the new Act has come 
into operation, the illuminating qualities of the gas are so increased, that, while 
consuming less, they can still obtain as much light as heretofore. The extent to 
which the company will suffer from these causes has now probably reached its limit, 
and the revenue will henceforth continue to increase in its accustomed ratio. The | | 
charges under the general heads of ‘* Wear and tear’? and “ Incidental expenses” | | 
are nearly £1000 greater than they otherwise would have been, had not considerable 
alterations upon the works been rendered necessary by recent legislation. Not- 
withstanding these drawbacks, the profits are sufficient to yield a dividend at the} 
rate of 7 per cent., being an increase of 1 per cent. upon the dividend declared last | 
half year. Your directors have much satisfaction in recommending this increase, | 
which they would not feel justified in doing if the accounts did not hold out every 
prospect of its continuance. 

An admirable water communication between the Thames and the new works at} 
Nine Elms has been secured, so that the coals will be unloaded directly from the | 
barges into the retort-houses, and the heavy expenses incident to all land-carriage, 
even if not exceeding a few yards, will be avoided. The new works will now possess 
every accommodation possessed by the leasehold werks at Vauxhall, while they will 
have the advantage of being better constructed, and of not being cramped for want ! 


of space. | 

The sharcholders have been made fully acquainted with the nature of the depre-! 
ciation-fund, both in the last report, and by means of the ample explanations given | 
at the general meeting; but the directors think it expedient again to set promi-| 
nently before them, that the sums annually carried to depreciation, large though | 
they be, will not amount, by the time of the expiration of the lease of the Vauxhall | | 
works, to the sum which has been actually expended upon these works, and which | 
will be lost by the non-renewal of the lease ; but that rather than burden each half | 
year, until the expiration of the lease, with a larger sum for depreciation than is at| 
present charged, it has been considered expedient that the smaller sums should be | 
charged, and that the charge should continue for a certain period beyond the date | 
of the expiration of the lease. 


The Cnairman: Gentlemen, I have now to move,—“ That the report of || 
the directors, and the accounts now laid before the meeting be received and |’ 
adopted.” In doing so, I am very much disposed not to say anything, in| 
addition to what we have said in that report, in reference to the affairs of | 
the company; because the report itself is so full, and so complete, that || 
really I have little to inform you about. You know perfectly well that, 
when a company is in trouble, and a large number of shareholders come || 
together at these meetings, there are a great many questions asked, and | 
there are a great many excuses to be made by the directors, for the state of | 
things in which they find themselves. But we are not in such a condition | 
now; and, therefore, as I say I am disposed very much to leave things 
where they are left by the report. There are, however, one or two items | 
in the accounts, which we find some of the shareholders wish to have an, 
explanation about, and I will now proceed to give it. The first is with 
reference to the sum of £400, charged on account of Mr. Hills’ arrears for | 
royalty. Many of our shareholders know that a suit has been pending | 
between this company and Mr. Hills, with regard to the royalty which he 
claimed upon the purifying materials, which we, in common with other |! 
companies, have used. That suit got into such a state that, without the || 
rights on either side having been finally decided, it became necessary for | | 
this company to compromise the action. We have done so, as we think, | 
upon not unfavourable terms, and the result is, that we shall have to charge | | 
£400, or about that sum in the accounts, for the next six years, for arrears 
due to Mr. Hills upon the purifying materials. The only other point 1s 
this—we have charged this half year £500 more than usual to depreciation. 
The fact is that, in looking over the accounts, we saw that in the deprecia- 
tion we have hitherto charged, we have never taken into account the great 
wear and tear which takes place in our gasholders, arising partly from rust, 
and partly by corrosion from the gas. This depreciation is one whic 
cannot be covered by ordinary repairs, and is not remedied as other things 
are during the course of the half year. In process of time, the gasholders 
will wear out, and have to be replaced by new ones. We have thought it) 
expedient, therefore, finding that we had power to do so, to charge £500 to} | 
this account, and the figures are increased in that way. There are many 
other items, upon which we might charge depreciation; but we have never 
doue so,and are content that matters should remain as they are. I will add 
nothing further, except to say that, if the shareholders feel 1 doubt upon 


















































any point, I shall be happy, on the part of the directors. to give every 
explanation in our power. I now move the adoption of the report and 
accounts, 

Mr. Ruopgs: I second the motion. 

A Proprietor: In reference to the settlement of Mr. Hills’ action, I 
believe the other gas companies were equally implicated in the suit; and I 
should like to be informed whether they shared in the compromise, or 
whether we did it merely for ourselves? 

The CHArRMAN: There are several gas companies who were partics to 
this action; but, nominally, it was a suit between Mr. Hills and the London 
Gas Company. There have been one or two decisions with regard to the 
rights of the case. The first of these decisions was in favour of the gas 
companies; the second, upon the trial at Guildford, in favour of Mr. Hills; 
but the event which really brought about the compromise, and made it 
||necessary for this company, was, that while an appeal was still pending, and | 
|| before the action was settled, Mr. Hills applied to the Vice-Chancellor for 
an injunction, which he obtained. Ifthe company had been able to return 
to the use of the material used by them for purifying gas before the action 
;commenced, the injunction would have done them no harm, because we 
||should have again employed lime for the purpose, and waited patiently for 
|| the final decision. But we were unable to do so; we could not use lime 

| without causing a nuisance in the neighbourhood, and we were also pledged 

{and under recognizances to the Duchy of Cornwall not to use it any more. 
|| Therefore, the question was, what were we to do? Having been prohibited 
|from the use of the material claimed by Hills pending the action, we had 
|no alternative but to shut up the works, or effect a compromise. We 
| thought the latter course was the best for us to adopt. A portion of the 
| companies—four, I believe—adopted the same course, and three continued 
| the action, which is still pending, and is undecided. Perhaps the whole 
| question is not even yet over with those who entered into the compromise, 
' because the seven companies were pledged together to a certain extent, and 
| itis not yet agreed how far they are all liable to contribute to future costs. 
|| Mr. Russert: I should like to ask, in the first place, how long it will take 
|to pay off the depreciation-fund? In the second place, I should like to 
| know how long it will take to pay off the redemption-fund? I co not quite 
| understand what is the amount of our mortgages. 

The CHarrMAN: With regard to paying off the depreciation-fund, I may 
say that there are two portions which go to make up that fund, or at least 
it will, perhaps, be for our convenience to look at it in that way. The first 
part is the ordinary depreciation, which takes place in every gas company. 
Upon that I will not touch, because that will continue for ever. The second 
part is the depreciation peculiar to this company, and which arises from the 
fact that the most material portions of our works are erected on leasehold pro- 
perty. The total sum of money which has been expended upon the works 
so standing, is somewhere about £160,000. With the termination of our 
lease, which takes place in four years time, those works will be lost to us 
||for ever. We have, for the last six years, charged £10,000 annually in our 
profit and loss account for this depreciation, so that we have now reserved 
£60,000; and, as we shall continue to write off that amount, we shall have 
£100,000 at the end of our lease towards the £160,000 expended upon those 
works. With that £100,000, and probably with less, we shall have erected 
upon our own freehold land at Nine Elms, new works of sufficient capacity 
to enable us to continue our operations at great advantage. The question 
will then arise as to how far it will be expedient to continue that portion of 
the depreciation-fund—whether it ought to be continued until the other 
|| £60,000 is made up. You will then have to decide whether, for six years 
longer, you will write off £10,000 annually, or whether you will write off a 
smaller sum each year, and extend it over a longer period; or, lastly, 
whether it will be expedient to charge a moderate sum for a few years, and 
then drop it altogether, because we shall certainly be able to carry on the 
|| Works very well without replacing the whole £160,000. A very similar 
statement to this has been made at many of the meetings of the company; 
and, as everything that is said in these meetings is reported in the JourNAL 
or Gas LiGuTtneG, if our shareholders will but purchase the numbers of 
that publication in which the reports of our proceedings appear, they will 
get the fullest information on the subject. Ido hope that it will not be 
necessary to enter into these explanations at every future meeting. 

Mr. RussEut: You have not informed me how long it will take to pay off 
the redemption-fund. 


The Caarrman: The redemption-fund is a fund which most of those 
present know is created by Act of Parliament. It is a fact with which you 
all are familiar that, for many years, we did not pay dividends upon two 
classes of our preference shares. A period came when the question arose 
whether the preference shareholders could or could not claim the whole of 
their arrears of dividend; and that question was wisely settled, as all such 
questions should be—by compromise. The preference shareholders accepted 
& portion of their arrears, which portion was charged asa stock upon the 
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Dr. Profit and Loss, for the Half Year ending June 30, 1861. Cr. 
ToCoals . .. . ° " ‘ be aa os Se Ss ee ae ee a ee ee lll 
Purifying materials . ° ° —* . 55017 0 Coke and other products. . . . . 2 2 © © «© «© «© « 18,438815 §& 
Stores. . ‘ coves Ss © vs « « .* 2 ag) oa a a” ta 586 3 4 
Wages ‘ : Pes b 4a - . 9,058 4 8 
Wear and tea a ar a a 4,138 1 5 
Meters—repairing and fixing. . . . ese « SRT S 
Directory andauditing . .... «oe. % 800 0 0 
| Salaries — ° i/* ¢ 8-4 1,736 5 0 
Rates and taxes. — e 1,819 13 3 
| Rents . oe ° cn * * «se & 910 0 0 
| eae eee 
Stationery, printing, and books ofaccount .. . . . . 248 5 3 
| Incidentalexpenses . . S o-e oe oo Sets 1,187 11 0 
| Allowances and bad debts . ......e.e- 77417 8 
Lawexpenses , — ; sii, ie wana 500 0 0 
Depreciation. . . . «6 ce © e inate. Wart oe 8,105 5 10 
Balance . °° . % ° ° ° 21,373 111 
£83,978 11 1 ~= £83,978 11 1 
Interest on borrowed money . " . £2,54113 8 Balance broughtdown, . . . . 6 & « © «© «© «© « « £21,373 111 
Redemption-fund ......., i 750 0 0 
On Account of Mr. Hills arrears for royalty ‘ 400 0 0 
To Balance s A le id ne 17,681 8 3 
£21,373 111 | £21,373 111 
| Dr. Dividend-Fund. Cr. 
|| To Amount of preference shares dividend, April 15, 1861 . « + £8,273 5 0 , By Surplus profits, Dec, 31,1860. . . . . . « - . « »- £91,200 0 3 
| Ditto debenture stock dividend, April 15,1861 . . — 924 4 1 | Balance as above . + = * f¢<¢ € 6% . + 17,681 8 3 
Ditto ordinary shares dividend, April 15, 1861 cS 7,141 10 0 | 
Balance Sore ak ee a ee . 22,641 9 5 | 
£38,980 8 6 £38,980 8 6) 


company, amounting together to £35,000. At the time the Act of Parlia- 
ment which created that stock was passed, there was a clause inserted, 
which stipulated that every year the company should lay by £1500 towards 
the redemption of the amount of stock so created. That has been now 


done for the last three years anda half. The amount so laid by we are || 


directed by the clause to apply in the redemption of any of our stock. We 


are not bound expressly to redeem the special stock created by the Act, | | 
This we have done for the last three years and | | 


but can redeem any class. 
a half, and it will continue for eighteen or twenty years longer. 

Mr. Russet: My next question is, what is the amount of bonds and 
mortgages? 

The CHarrMAN: The amount of bonds is £87,380; mortgages, £7000; and 
temporary loans, £9000. 

Mr. Russe: I suppose the rate of interest is about 44 per cent. 

The CHarRMAN: The interest varies. 

Mr. RussELu: The next thing I want to knew is whether the £500 
charged this half year for law expenses, is the settlement of an old score, 
or, is the amount of law costs in the half year? 

The CuHairman: We have charged, systematically, that sum for several 
half years. If we were certain that we should have no more costs in this 
direction, [ think we should be tolerably free; but, we have yet to settle the 
costs in Hills’ action, and we are not sure to what extent we are liable in 
respect of the matters still pending. 

Mr. RussE.v: I see, by the Journat or Gas Licutina, that there are 
still some unissued parliamentary preference shares. Is that correct? 

The CHatrMan: Yes; there are about £12,000 worth, I think, still un- 
issued, at par; but, whatever sum may be received upon them cannot be 
applied to the general purposes of the company, such as extension of works; 
it must go to the redemption of debt, because, as we issue our prefer- 
ence shares, our borrowing powers diminish. 

Mr. Russetu: As I understand, then, you have still £12,000 worth of 
preference shares to pay off debts with. May I ask whether it is the in- 
tention of the directors to sell those shares by auction, as the Equitable Com- 
pany have done, or whether they intend to allot them pro rata among the 
shareholders? | 

The Cuarrman: Certainly, we shall not allot them pro rata to the share- | 
holders; they are not entitled to them. It is a question whether it is expe- | 
dient to issue them or not; but, whenever we do issue them, we shall get 
the highest price we can possibly obtain. 

Mr. Russet: There is another question I wish to ask. All gas com- 
panies require from time to time to increase their capital, and at some 
period or other this company will have to make a considerable extension 
to meet the demands of the large district which we supply. I should like 
to know whether the propriety of raising further capital has entered into 
the minds of the directors, and if so, whether it would be requisite to go to 
Parliament for power to do it? 

The CuarrMAN: We still have certain funds at our disposal. Some 
shares have been forfeited, and some not paid up in full, which may be for- 
feited, and therefore we can raise more money at present if necessary. 
Should we require to go beyond that, it will be necessary to apply to Parlia- 
ment for power, which, of course, we are most anxious to'avoid. It will be 
a bad day for the company when we are compelled to do so. 

Mr. RussELi: May -o 4 why? 














Mr. Gray: No; you had better not. 

Mr. RussELu: I would say that I am extremely satisfied with the 
management of the company. Having been fortunately a purchaser of|' 
shares at £5, I have every reason to be so; and I think, also, that every 
proprietor may say the same. There is one thing I should like to suggest 
to the directors, and that is, they should call up money inorder to pay off the 
mortgages. At first sight, it may appear that this is not a proper course; 
but, on reflection, I am comvinced you will think it is, and for this simple 
reason—that you will thus prevent your dividends from increasing to too 
large an amount. Any one who will take the trouble to examine these 
accounts will see that we have a most valuable property. Indeed, I venture 
to say, that there is not another company in London in the same advan- 
tageous position. The Equitable Company have adopted the course which 
I have been recommending in reference to mortgages; they have created 
shares for the purpose of paying them off, and I think it is a very judicious 
step. As we have now a monopoly of supply in our district, 1 trust the 
directors will use it with liberality, so as to prevent any dissatisfaction on 
the part of the public; and I do hope that I shall see the day when the 
company will reduce the price of gas, and yet be able to retain a 10 per 
cent. dividend to the shareholders. I have felt it right to call the attention 
of the directors to this question, as I am quite sure that a great deal of the 
future prosperity of the company depends upon it. 

Mr. Gray: I have only one observation to make, and that is with 
reference to Mr. Hills and the legal proceedings. I want to know how 
































much you have gained by disputing his claim to royalties? ‘The chairman 
has told us that the directors resisted that claim, and that several other 
companies joined in the opposition. Now, supposing no question had arisen 
between us and Mr. Hills, how much should we have paid annually, up to 
the present time, upon the quantity of coal eatetionl, for the use of his 
method of purification ? 

_ The Cuarrman: Do you mean what have we gained by disputing the ques- 
tion with Hills? 

Mr. Gray: No; my question is very clear and very explicit. I ask you 
what you would have paid annually up to the present time, provided you 
had not resisted his ——_— for royaities ? 

The Cuarrman: We should have paid a very considerable sum, because 
we ra compromised the action on much better terms than Mr. Hills 
required. 

Mr. Gray: I very much doubt, whether we are in as good a position as 
we should have been if the matter had not been disputed, because there 
have been great expenses connected with this suit. Besides, it was after all 
a question betwecu Evans and Hills, as to who h#fl the preferable claim; so 
that if you had thrown the one aside, you would have had the other. 

_ The Cuatrman: No; that is a mistake. It was quite understood that 
Evans was not to take out a patent against these companies. 

Mr. SpRAGuE (deputy-chairman): It was thought that Mr. Hills was not 
entitled to the patent at all. We pursued the opposition, in the full belief 
that such was the case. We did not go on with the proceedings, with the 
view of upholding the interests of Mr. Evans; but, we believed that Hills 
had surreptitiously obtained possession of the discovery which Evans had 
made. We also believed, and some of us still believe, that Laming’s patent 
preceded Hills; but, we got into that difficulty, as the chairman has ex- 
pressed it, that it became a very expedient thing to bring the matter to a 
close as best we could. . 

Mr. Price: I hope the suggestions made by Mr. Russell will receive the 
attention they deserve. If we are to put ourselves in a good position, I am 
quite sure we must redeem our mortgages by a fresh issue of capital. On 
the last occasion, I ventured to suggest to the directors that they ought to 
put us in possession, every half year, of a balance-sheet, and I still think it 
ought to be done. I hope the board will not take my remarks as proceed- 
ing from an improper spirit; but, 1 would remind them that we are partners 
in the concern with them, and we have a right to know how the balance- 
sheet stands. There is also another suggestion I would make, and that is 
that the names of all the directors and officers of the company should be 
printed at the head of the report. It surely can only be from a feeling of 
modesty in the breasts of the gentlemen on the other side of the table, that it 
has not been done before. They have been very successful in the manage- 
ment of the company; let their names be known in connexion with their 
good deeds. My experience of joint-stock companies is this—that no board 
of directors ever did any good by keeping back from the proprietors any- 
thing which they ought to know. It tends to increase the harmony of the 
body, when there is a frankness of communication between the board and 
their constituents, and, therefore, I hope that these suggestions which I 
have ventured again to offer will receive consideration, and that next half 
year we shall see them carried out. Another question I should like to 
have some information about. At the last meeting, the explanations which 
were given in reference to the depreciation-fund did not satisfy my mind, 
and I think they did not satisfy Mr. Gray. 1 should like to put this ques- 
tion. Will the new works cost more than the old works cost? 

The Cuarrman: The erection of gas-works and apparatus, has been very 
much improved since our old works were built. At the present time, the 
cost of new works of the same capacity as the old, would be very much 
less; that is, the old works could be replaced for a smaller sum than they 
stand at upon our books. It is, however, a very long question what we are 
bound to do. No doubt that, taking the strict law of the case, we are 
bound to replace all the money which the original works cost. If we do 
not do that, our capital is diminished to such an extent, and we cannot be 
said to be making a profit while our capital has been allowed to dwindle. 
You must take stock every half year at what that stock has cost, and if its 
present value is less than that, the balance must be taken from the working 
profit of the half year. It is so in every other concern, and ought to be so 
In a gas company. 

Mr. Price: I must be allowed to disagree with you, because we are now 
taking out of revenue to replace something which is merely nominal. We 
shall have better works than we had before, larger in extent, and capable 
of manufacturing more gas, so as to be sufficient for the enlarged area into 
which our supply is branching; and yet it seems there is a feeling that 
we ought to put by the actual sum of money which the old works cost. It 
appears to me that so long as we put ourselves in as good a position as we 
were originally with our old works, our capital remains intact. When you 
have put by more than the new works cost, what will you do with the 
balance between that sum and the capital expended on the old works? 


The CHatrmMAN: The question comes now generally as a question of 
expediency. You have taken a very plausible side of the question, and a 
very true one so far as it goes; because, supposing the directors adopted 
— view, the dividends would be more than they are at present. But 
ook on. Assume that we only built upon our new ground gas-works of 
equal capacity to the old ones. What are we to do as our business in- 
creases? We must go to Parliament for fresh capital, upon which new 
capital dividends would have to be paid, or else we must take out of profits 
each year what we require to extend our capital. Now, it would be an 
extremely dangerous thing to go to Parliament. Wedo not know what 
conditions might be imposed; but, we do know that no company ever goes 
to Parliament without conditions of some kind, and often, very onerous 
ones being imposed. We are, therefore, anxious to avoid going. There is 
no doubt that, by laying aside, probably, not the whole £160,000, but still 
more than will replace the existing works, we may avoid that necessity; 
und, by expending that money economically, we may carry on our opera- 
tions for many years to come without raising any additional capital, leaving 
our nominal capital as at present, upon which our profits will be available 
to pay, not only 10 per cent dividends, but the arrears which have not been 

id, as well as providing such a contingent-fund as is permitted by Act of 

‘irliament. This question has been very carefully weighed by the direc- 
tors, and the result is what is shown by our reports. If any of the share- 
holders were as thoroughly, acquainted with our position as we are our- 
selves, I am persuaded they would come to the same conclusion. We are 
perfectly unanimous upon the subject, and I think we know our business 
as well as anybody. We have been directors in times of adversity; and, 
during those times, we learned our business, which I think we do know as 
thoroughly as the directors of any gas company in existence. 

Mr. Price: The only question then, is, whether the money is to be taken 
out of the pockets of the present shareholders to enlarge the works ata 
future period, or, whether sufticient to the day is the raising of the capital 
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thereof? 1 think it should be left for a future time to raise the money for | 
the extensions which may then be required; but, instead of that, you are | 
taking money out of our pockets to put it in the pockets of posterity. Now, | 
I do not care so much about posterity. | 

The Cuarrman: The question does not really arise at all until after the 
lease has expired; but, 1 may say that we, as directors, do not consider | 
who are now, or who may be, shareholders. We are the directors of the 
London Gas Company, and it is our business to make it a solid concern, | 
profitable for all time. And I may say further, that your shares would not | 
be worth their present price in the market, if we did not do so. It is not) 
the mere dividend you are paying which makes that price, but the antici- | 
pation of future benefit from the good management of your affairs. If we | 
were simply paying present dividends, without any anticipation of that sort, 
they would not eommand a higher price in the market than that of other | 
gas companies paying the same dividend. 

Mr. Mixer: I wish to make a remark upon the legality of the matter, | 
because it is a question how far the present board of directors are justified | 
in giving a large dividend until they have reinstated the capital of the 
company? Supposing any quarrelsome shareholders should say: “ You are | 
actually paying dividends out of capital, inasmuch as you have not reinsta- | 
ted the original outlay,” what would be the result? We know that in all} 
stable concerns, the first consideration is to reinstate capital before the pro- 
fits are ascertained at all. In every good mercantile undertaking, the chief 
question is: “ Is the capital originally invested intact—does it exist? If it 
does, then you may pay dividends.” I have had a great deal to do with this | 
company. I saw how, in old times, it was badly managed; and I am glad | 
now to have the opportunity of expressing my approval of the management | 
of the present directors. Are we to make a retrogade movement? Shall 
we go back to what we have been? The company have attained to a state 
of prosperity by good management, and it behoves us not to depart from 
that Jine of conduct which has brought about our present success. I have 
the fullest confidence that the board of directors will continue in it, and, I 
do hope, the proprietors one and all will support them in that course. | 

The motion for the adoption of the report was then put and carried. 

Mr. Gray: I think there cannot be a shadow of doubt that the plan sug- 
gested by the directors in reference to the depreciation is a very judicious 
one. If we are called upon to reinstate our capital, we should never have 
any dividends at all. The directors have adopted a sound policy in setting 
aside a sum sufficient to defray the cost of the works now erecting; so that, 
when the lease now in their possession falls out, they may be prepared to 
carry on the business of the company without interruption. A better 
course could not be devised. It must be quite clear to us all that, though 
a large sum of money may be expended upon the works erected upon lease- 
hold ground, when the lease expires, to demolish those works you would 
get nothing at all, because the expense of pulling them down would exceed 
anything you could get for them. ‘The capital, therefore, which had been 
employed upon, them is annihilated at the termination of the lease. Our 
directors are very prudently preparing for that period, by erecting new 
works, which, they believe, will afford as great, or greater facilities than 
the old, and we must all be of opinion that the course they are taking is 
the right one. It is a policy from which we shall derive the full benefit 
hereafter. Had they not done so, instead of our dividends increasing, they 
would certainly have diminished, and that to a serious extent. I am sure 
I express the feeling of every one present, when I move—“ That the thanks 
of the company are eminently due to the directors for their continued 
exertions to promote the prosperity of the company.” 

Mr. Sykrs: I second the motion. 

Mr. Coorger: Allow me to say, I envy the gentlemen on the direction 
the proud feeling with which they meet us. They have the consciousness 
of having done their duty as honest men, and of having rescued the com- 
pany from the jaws of bankruptcy, and of placing it in its present pros- | 
perous position. May they long live to occupy their seats at the board, and 
see with increasing satisfaction the fruits of their labours! 

The motion was very cordially adopted. 
The CHatrrman: On behalf of my brother directors and myself, allow me 
to say we are extremely gratified by the expression of your kind feeling 
towards us, not on this occasion only, but on all occasions, and without 
which we could not have done as we have done. There is one vote of 
thanks which, I think, will come very well from the directors, and that is— 
a vote of thanks to the auditors. Wedo not appoint them, and scarcely | 
ever have anything to do withthem. I have great pleasure in proposing— | 
“That the thanks of the meeting be given to the auditors for their con-| 
tinued attention to their duties.” 

Mr. Ruopes seconded the motion, which was put and carried. | 

| 
| 
| 





Mr. DEELEY acknowledged the vote. 

Mr. RussELL moved—* That the thanks of the meeting be given to the || 
secretary for his valuable services.” 

Mr. Price seconded the motion, which was cordially adopted. 

Mr. Hinpe said: I beg to thank you sincerely for this vote. It is always} 
extremely gratifying to me to receive such a mark of your approval of my 
a and I assure you I shall always endeavour to deserve your con- 

ence. 





IMPERIAL GAS COMPANY. 

The Half-Yearly General Meeting of the Proprietors of this Company 
was held on Thursday, the 10th of October last, at the Offices of the Com- |) 
pany, John Street, Bedford Row—James St. GEorGE Burke, Esq., Gover- || 
nor, in the chair. ? 

Mr. Finer, in the absence of Mr. Henry, the secretary, read the notice 
convening the meeting; and, the seal of the company having been affixed 
to the register of proprietors, 

The CHairMAN read the following report :— 

Your directors have much pleasure in reporting on the continued prosperity of 
the company’s affairs. F 

Nothing has occurred during the last half year of sufficient importance to require 
any special notice. 

‘The attention of your directors has been mainly given, during that period, to the 
completion of the works referred to at the last half-yearly meeting, which were 
intended to enable the company to fulfil, in the most perfect manner, all the obliga- 
tions imposed on them by the Metropolis Gas Act, and, at the same time, to secure 
the full efficiency of the company’s operations in the district confided to them. 

Those works consist of two large tanks, and one large gasholder, at Agar Town, 
in connexion with the St. Pancras station, which will provide increased stowage 
room for 2 million cubic feet of gas; and the enlargement of a gasholder at the Ful- 
ham station, which will increase the stowage room there by 1 million cubic feet, | | 
together with the necessary engines, exhausters, and purifiers, to correspond with 
such increased supply. Large street mains have also been laid down in various | 

| 


parts, for the more effectual distribution of the gas; and suitable buildings have 
been erected for containing the experimental meters and other necessary apparatus 
for testing the illuminating power of the gas, as required by the late Act. : 
The greater portion of the works is already finished, but their entire completion, 
together with another large retort-house, which it is in contemplation to erect, 
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either at Fulham or Shoreditch, will render necessary a call of £5 per share on the 
new shares, early in the ensuing year, of which due notice will be given. 

The profits of the last half year, added to the balance already to the credit of 
profit and loss, will be sufficient to pay a dividend after the rate of 10 per cent. per 
annum, and also 1 per cent. in respect of arrears of dividends due for the half years 
ending respectively the 3ist of December, 1857, and the 30th of June, 1858, leaving 
a surplus of £3866. 

The directors, therefore, recommend that a dividend for the half year ending the 
30th of June last be declared at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum on the paid-up 
capital of the company, with ! per cent. in addition in respect of the arrears of 
dividend for the half years ending the 31st of December, 1857, and the 30th of June, 
1858, on the amount of capital then paid up. 

The accounts having been read, 

The CuarrMaN said: Gentlemen, you have heard the report and accounts 
read, and, in compliance with ordinary custom, I propose to address to you 
some few observations with reference to the state of your affairs. I say, 
“jn compliance with ordinary custom,” for, except for that, I do not know 
that the occurrences of the past half year are such as to need any particular 
observations on my part. That I take to be the most satisfactory position 
in which we can be placed, namely, that unharassed by any absurd compe- 
tition, and untrammelled by any of those attacks which were made upon 
our property in 1860, we should be left to pursue “ the even tenour of our 
way,” endeavouring to perfect your undertaking as far as we can, and to 
develop its resources for the benefit of the public and ourselves. That is 
what has been our pleasing task during the past half year, and the result is, 
the report which we have the pleasure of presenting to you, which I hope 
will be satisfactory to you in the dividend which it declares. Without 
boasting, I think I may be permitted to state that the conduct of this un- 
dertaking is equally satisfactory to the public. It would be altogether im- 
possible that there should not be, among a large class of persons who have 
to pay us a yearly rental, a certain number who will always imagine that 
they can get their commodity cheaper; but, fortunately, they form a very 
small minority; and I think I may fairly state that the thinking part of 
the public are, as they have reason to be, perfectly satisfied with the con- 
duct of your affairs, and with the gas supplied to them. . You are aware 








that the quality of the gas is no longer a matter of doubt or question, as to 
which disputes can arise between us and our consumers. By the late Act 
of Parliament, passed in 1860, it is now required that our gas should always 
be of a certain illuminating power, and of a certain purity, and delivered at 
a certain pressure, all of which are subject to tests by inspectors appointed 
by local authorities. They are gentlemen of the highest possible respecta- 
bility, and we have reason to believe, although their reports are made pri- 
vately, that every one has been satisfactory as regards the operations of 
the company. We have also the satisfaction of knowing ourselves that 
they ought to be so, because we have, upon all occasions, not only fulfilled 
the letter of the Act of Parliament, but it is within our own knowledge that 
the standard of illuminating power has been in all cases exceeded. There- 
fore, the public are now getting from us as good gas as any consumers are 
getting, at the price we are charging. 

Mr. WasHBourneE: Let me ask the price per 1000? 

The Cuarrman: It is 4s. 6d. The question of price is, of course, of im 
portance, and I do not doubt myself, that if we are left to pursue our course 
|}as we have been doing hitherto, in course of years a possible reduction may 
be effected in the price of our gas; but it would be absurd to hold out that 
as immediate. The experience we have shows us the extreme impolicy of 
||any jump at a reduction before we are perfectly sure that we can maintain 
jjit. It is right that you should know your present financial position, and 
||what your prospects are, and then you will see how far we may be ina 
position to reduce the price hereafter. You have now a capital of some 
£1,100,000, upon which we are entitled to pay a 10 per cent. dividend. In 
addition to that, we are enabled under our Act of Parliament—in fact, 
required by one Act—to lay by a sum of £3000 per annum till it shall 
amount to £50,000, to meet all contingencies which may arise in the manu- 
facture of our gas; those contingencies being no light matters. We know 
that, in the case of a City company, it was victimized to the extent of 
several thousand pounds by means of an accident. We are also authorized 
by Act of Parliament, to lay by as much as 10 per cent. of our capital, to 
form a reserve-fund for the maintenance of our dividend of 10 per cent. 
Now, I do not pretend to state that it would be expedient on our part to 
lay by so much as 10 per cent. I think, if we go on making more than 10 
||per cent., and see our way clearly to maintain that dividend, we ought 
not to wait till we have laid by so large a sum before we give the public the 
advantage. At the same time, it would be a dereliction of duty on our part 
if we did not lay by such a sum as shall, in our judgment, make your divi- 
dend of 10 per cent. secure, Whilst we are endeavouring to satisfy the 
public by every means in our power, it will be our duty,as | am sure it will 
be our inclination, to maintain a 10 per cent. dividend; therefore, the period 
of reduction must be remote. Formerly, all companies were entitled, when 
||they had not paid 10 per cent., to make up that 10 per cent. dividend out of 
||profits, which might exceed that amount: but, by an Act of Parliament 
passed in the last session, we are only entitled to recoup ourselves a divi- 


half years; we are now giving you two half years more, and there will only 


£13,000. In addition to that, we owe a sum of £13,000 upon our bonds. 
Those bonds were created under these circumstances: we were enabled, 





of betweeen £300,000 and £400,000; and we did so under a stipulation in 


remain three half years back dividend to receive, amounting to £12,000 or | 





dend of 10 per cent. for a period of six years, You have had already two | 


||in the year 1854, to capitalize our profits, which amounted, then, to a sum | 


|the Act of Parliament, that the interest we should pay upon those profits | 
|80 capitalized should in no year exceed £13,000. We created bonds to | 


|| represent that amount of capital, but were unable to pay interest upon 
|| them in the first year. Therefore, those bonds were all issued with the con- 
|dition—that whenever the reserve-fund should be suflicient to pay that 
| £13,000 interest, without detriment to the dividend of the shareholders, the 
| bondholders should be entitled to that £13.000. That was long before the 
||Act of 1860. It ercated a debt between the company and their bond- 

holders, and that debt will have, unquestionably, to be redeemed. 
When, it is impossible to state, because we shall not pay it until 
|we sce that we can do so without any detriment to the interests of the 

shareholders. Possibly, it may be that the period of redemption of that 

debt will be postponed to the same period as the reduction of price. When 

that will arrive, I cannot say. At present, we have divided amongst you 
| for past arrears £8000; that represents an excess that we have over the 
dividend of 10 per cent., and you must bear in mind that every reduction of 

price is a reduction entirely taken out of profit. The manufacturing 
|,¢Xpenses remain the same; and, therefore, it we reduce the price to the 
| public, the whole amount of the reduction is taken out of our protits. If 
|; We reduce the price simply 3d. per 1000 cubic feet, the loss to us would 
; Amount to £20,000 per annum at once. Now, inasmuch as we are only 


|| making £8000 excess at this moment, and that under peculiarly favour- 


able circumstances, and seeing that we owe arrears of interest amounting 
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to upwards of £12,000; and also this debt of £13,000 upon our bonds; and 
that we have largely increased our capital to make provision for the re- 
quirements of the public, you will see that we are not in a position to make 
a reduction of price at present. At the same time that we are not pre- 
pared to make that reduction of price, I think it will be satisfactory to the 
public to know that, unquestionably, we have no intention of raising our 
price. In consequence of what has taken place in the City, I know that 
there has been some apprehension created in the minds of some of our 
consumers; and the question has been asked, whether it is proposed to 
follow the example of the City companies? Gentlemen, that is a thing we 
have never done; and I hope never shall do. We have gradually reduced 
our price; but, have never made the reduction until we have seen our way 
clearly to do so. There can be no possible reason, however, why we con- 
template any increase of price. I do not want to speak boastingly on the 
part of our company; but, I must say that, in refusing to yield to that 
public clamour which acted as a pressure upon some of our neighbours and 
friends, we adopted a wise policy; because, when some few years ago the 
Consumers Company started in the City of London at the price of 4s., 
and endeavoured to prove by evidence that gas could be manufactured at 
4s. a 1000 feet, and sold at a profit of 10 per cent., some of our neighbours 
were induced, under pressure of public opinion, at once to reduce their 
price, we peremptorily refused to do so. We reduced the price to 4s. 6d.; 
and what is the result? That after our neighbours had tried the experi- 
ment at 4s., they were obliged to increase it, and now the very company 
which originated the 4s. price, and attempted to prove that the price of gas 
in the City was too high (for they did not say it was too high anywhere 
else), and absolutely a a clause in their Act of Parliament that, under no 
circumstances, would they sell gas at a higher price than 4s., are now 
obliged to give notice to the public that they cannot live at that price, and 
propose to raise it to 4s.6d. The public are very learned; they know a 
great deal better than we at what cost gas can be made; but we know that 
we manufacture gas as economically as we can; and, considering the excel- 
lence of the quality of the gas, we know that it cannot be sold at a lower 
price than 4s. 6d. When we go on increasing the consumption, and have 
the advantage of the great outlay that we have made, it may possibly hap- 
pen that we shall so increase our receipts as to be able to reduce the price 
to the public. We shall then do so, and not before. I know there has been 
a great deal of talk about this among our consumers; I know that consi- 
derable jealousy has existed in the City in consequence of what has taken 
~ there; and, therefore, 1 think it quite right that the public should 
snow what our intentions are. In truth, gentlemen, the price at which 
gas is sold, considering its quality, is an extremely low one. It is only by 
dint of long experience, and long labour, that we have brought our works 
to that perfection which enables us to sell gas at 4s. 6d. Now, although 
the public may think that a dividend of 10 per cent. is an unduly large 
one, I confess I do not concur in that opinion. I do not think there is any 
large manufacturing business, which for years has perhaps gone on paying 
little or no dividend, incurring large risks, and great outlay, and foregoing 
profit, where the managers of it are satisfied with so small a dividend as 10 
per cent. I think the public have no reason to complain if we maintain that 
dividend at all times. We pay 10 per cent. upon our capital; but bear in 
mind that, whilst we have a capital of £1,100,000, upon which we pay 10 
per cent., we have another capital of £500,000, upon which we only pay 
from 4 to 5 per cent., so that, in truth, the pnbhe are getting their gas at 
8 per cent. upon the outlay. I think every gentleman of business here will 
know perfectly well that that cannot be considered a large profit. How- 
ever, such as it is has been limited by Act of Parliament, and you know 
that last year we gave you two half years, and the next half years were 
unable to pay you any back dividend. We doubted at the time whether 
it was expedient to give you two half years, or whether it would not be 
better to give you one half year then,and another balf year at another time; 
but we came to the conclusion then as we have come to now—the money 
is there, it belongs to you, and you had better have it. But, gentlemen, do not 
imagine that, because we have been enable to give you this sum this half year, 
it is a matter of certainty that we shall be able to give it you the next. We 
have had a most prosperous season in the sale of our coke: it might so 
happen that another half year would be less prosperous; and, therefore, you 
must not go away with the impression that, because you have got it this 
half year, you will have it the next. But I think I may fairly state my own 
firm conviction and hope that we shall, at all times, be able to maintain 
your 10 per cent. dividend. I think there is only one other subject to 
which I have to refer—Iam sure it isa subject paramount in your minds— 
and that is, the continued absence of our most excellent secretary, Mr. 
Henry. I regret extremely to say that the state of his health does not 
allow him yet to take his position as secretary. The real truth is, that Mr. 
Henry, after years of active service on our behalf, to which we are mainly 
indebted for the prosperity we now enjoy, finds his health materially im- 
paired by an exercise of over-zeal in our service, and especially in contesting 
what I may call that iniquitous attempt in 1860, to invade our property. 
The excitement that he went through upon that occasion has aflected his 
health in the most serious manner, and | know that you will all concur in 
supporting the directors in granting Mr. Henry any extended leave of 
absence that may be necessary for the restoration of his health. Gentle- 
men, 1 can only say that, in my judgment, the defeat ef that bill of 1860 
has been fully as beneficial to the public as it has been to the gas proprietors. 
If that bill had passed, containing provisions not only limiting your profits 
to the utmost possible amount, but placing the managers of all companies 
under the control and superintendence of government inspectors, I believe 
the result would have been that, at all events, the gentlemen who had the 
honour to conduct your affairs would have resigned in a body, and the 
result would not have been so satisfactory to the public as it is at 
present, because it is impossible to say that the gentlemen proposed to be 
appointed, not having had experience in manfging gas companies, could 
have known so much of the details as those who have been engaged in the 
superintendence of your affairs for years past. And, whereas we are now 
prepared to state that the gas we supply is of a satisfactory quality and| 
price, 1 verily believe, if that gas Act had passed, the public would have | 
had a worse article, and, eventually, at a dearer price. I only conclude by| 
saying that, if any proprietor wishes for information upon any subject, 1| 
shall be most happy to furnish it. 

Mr. Wasunourye inquired whether it was necessary for so long a period | 
to elapse between the notice of the shares being “ex-dividend” and the 
meeting? | 

The Curarrman explained that the company acted under the Act of 
Parliament. The meetings of the company had always been held as at} 
present. 

Mr. E. V. Ricnarps (deputy-governor) said, what Mr. Washbourne 
referred to arose in consequence of the company being brought under the 
operation of the Joint-Stock Company's Act. There was no doubt some 























726 
inconvenience in it; but, to alter the time of meeting, would altogether dis- 
locate the accounts. 

Upon the motion of Mr. ELtrort, seconded by Mr. WHEELER, the report 
was unanimously adopted. 

A motion, that the accounts be approved and entered on the minutes, 
was also unanimously carried. 

A resolution, authorizing the payment of a dividend, at the rate of 50s. 
per old share, and 82s. 6d. per new share, and a further sum of 10s. per old 
share, and 2s. 6d. per new share, to make up the dividends of 1857 
and 1858, which were below 10 per cent., passed unanimously 

A cordial vote of thanks to the directors for their able management of 
the company’s affairs, concluded the proceedings. 








SURREY CONSUMERS GAS COMPANY. 
The Half-Yearly General Meeting of Proprietors was held on Thursday, 
the 10th of October, at the Bridge House Hotel, Wellington Street, South- 


wark—W. B. James, Esq., in the chair. 
The notice convening the meeting having been read by Mr. Boddy, the 


secretary, the seal of the company was affixed to the register of share- 


Dr. 


To Capital account— 

















Oldshares . . « © © © © © @ « £69,870 0 0 

New shares—firstissue . . . . 56,440 0 0 

Ditto, second ditto—firstcall . . . . 4,270 0 0 

Ditto, ditto—second ditto . ..... 4,270 0 0 

Ditto, ditto—third ditto. . . .... 4,270 0 0 

Ditto, ditto—fourth ditto. . ..... 4,270 0 0 

Ditto, ditto—fifth ditto . . . Py 4,270 0 0 

£147,660 0 0 

Amount unpaid . . 2. 26 6 6 © 1,074 0 0 
—_—— £146,586 0 0 

Creditorsonbonds. . ... + + « « « £31,400 0 0 

eo ee ee ee ee ee 2,449 4 8 
33,849 4 8 
| Balance of revenueaccount . . . . +6 « « « +» 3,518 2 3 
} Ditto of profitfor thishalfyear. . . . . .. os — a. 

ee 4 


Dividendeumpald . 1. es sw ewe we we te we 0 





£190,520 2 2 


The CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, this is the first time that I have had the 
honour to appear before you as chairman of thecompany. I appreciate the 
honour very greatly; at the same time I must assure you that whatever 
honour is conferred upon me, and whatever pleasure I might otherwise feel 
in occupying this position, there is some regret attached to it. I regret 
greatly having to supersede our excellent friend the late chairman, Mr. 
Thomas Pocock, who, for eleven years and a half, devoted his industry and 
energy to the best interests of this concern. It is quite needless for me to 
say anything of Mr. Pocock in this place: he is known well to you all; he 
is known especially where he has spent the whole of his life, namely, in 
the borough of Southwark, as a most respectable and conscientious gentle- 
man; and I say it is a regret to me that I should appear to be superseding 
him. But, whatever indiscretion he may have committed in the opinion of 
some, in reference to matters which were certainly the subject of great 
anxiety to us on arecent occasion, no one will doubt the honesty and 
integrity which Mr. Pocock has always displayeg in reference to the aflairs 
of this company, and indeed in everything else in which he has been en- 
gaged. It was at his express solicitation and request that I took upon my- 
self, for one year, the position which I now hold, at the end of which time 
the office will revert to the directors, to deal with as they think best. As 
far as I am concerned, I was quite unaware of their intention to place me 
here; I did not solicit the office, and my appointment to it was proposed in 
my absence by Mr. Pocock himself. And now, gentlemen, to go to our 
report. I think there is nothing in it of a jarring nature in any way what- 
ever; all is peace and quiet, and I think this report will bear comparison 
with any previous report and balance-sheet which has been brought before 
the proprietors. You will find that we have carried over to the next 
account, alter paying a dividend of 8 per cent., the sum of £692. We have 
called up the whole capital of the company, and it has been paid up. There 
were some unappropriated shares, which have been sold by tender, and 
have realized in premiums for the company £704. 3s. 9d. We have also paid 
off a debt which was existing upon the personal responsibility of the old di- 
rectors, and we have also concluded, and I may say concluded amicably, 
once and for ever, the contract with Mr. Croll in that more legal and com- 
| plete shape in which it was to be put, as agreed to by you. Gentlemen, I 

am happy to say that the complaints in the district really, now, amount to 
\|nothing, I have just left the board-room, and the secretary reports, as has 
\| been his custom at all our board meetings since I have been there, that the 
|| complaints are of little importance as compared with what they were some- 
ltime ago. Now, gentlemen, this is all that has happened during the last 
i|six months. At our next meeting, which will take place in April, we shall 
| | have taken into our own hands the management of the affairs of our com- 
|| pany, and our proceedings will, therefore, for the future, imitate more 
| closely the proceedings of the other large gas companies of the metropolis. 
| This is a time of very great anxiety to the directors; we have a great deal 
to do; we have to appoint an engineer, who will have to superintend the 
manufacture and distribution of the gas of the company, which alone is a 
matter that occasions considerable anxiety. We are about to proceed to 
issue the usual advertisements for the purpose of electing an engineer. We 
shall also have to report to you, at our next meeting, the contracts that we 
have entered into for the supply of coals for the manufacture of gas for the 
ensuing year; that, also, is a matter which we are very anxious about, and 
| we are, at this moment, making arrangements to enter into such contracts. 
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| the company’s operations for the half year terminating on the 30th of June last, 


Balance-Sheet, to June 30, 1861. 
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The directors have pleasure in presenting the annexed favourable statement of 


which shows a balance of profit amounting to £6419. 5s. 1ld. This will admit of the | 
usual dividend of 8 per cent. per annum, free of income-tax, and leave a surplus of | | 
£692 to be carried to next account, which the directors recommend for adoption. || 
It will be seen that there is at present no departure from the old form of balance- } 
sheet. The directors have not been unmindful of the suggestions made by the share- 1 
holders committee, in their report, with respect to the former * Balance of revenue,” || 
and an improved system of treating capital and revenue ; but this could not be con- || 
veniently done till the company shall have taken the works into their own hands, || 
At the next ensuing general meeting, and thenceforward, the accounts of the com- |) 
pany will be rendered in the form required by the Secretary of State for the Ilume | 
Department, in accordance with the provisions of the ‘* Metropolis Gas Act, 18€0.”" [| 
Since the last general mecting, the capital of the company has been complcted by 
the sale and issue of 234 unappropriated shares, which realized a profit to the com- 
pany of £704. 3s. 9d. in the shape of premiums; this amount will be brought into | 
the next half-ycar’s account. 
It will be seen by the balance-sheet, that the floating debt (of moneys borrowed 
temporarily from the bankers) has been entirely liquidated. ! 
The gas-rental for the half year is £22,090. 
The formal contract with Mr. Croll for terminating his working agreement his 
been amicably settled, and the directors do not anticipate any difficulties in ihe 
transfer of the works, and final adjustment of accounts with Mr. Croll, on the term: 


holders. sanctioned by the shareholders, at the special meeting of the company, on the !ith 
The following report and statements of account were taken as read:— ' of April last. 
Dr. Profit and Loss Account, for the Six Months from January 1 to June 80, 1861. Cr. 

To Directionandaudit. . . «© © © © © © © «© «© «© « » £415 15 © | By Amount due and payable by Mr. Croll,forrental . . . . £5,225 0 4} 
er ok ey em le ee a we we. ® 518 0 Ditto, for interest upon sum expended for extension of works 3,109 15 7 
Insurance. . . . = ‘ ee ae 812 3 I se oe ke Se SE ee Se 517 6| 
mes 6 tb ewe et . : = G's 33 9 2 , | 
Stationery and printing . . . «» « . 56.19 3 } 
en © ee eee ee 240 3 2 | 
Charges . .. ee ae ee oe eo! & i a 122 9 1 
Repairing meters eee SO ° . 4116 0 } 
Rents and taxes, > = © ° ° ° ° 6 16918 0} 

De ie + os oe a ee ae © fe s*%, 824 7 3) | 
ee eee ee OE SS ae OS Se ee | 
£8,340 13 1 £8,340 13 1! 

Cr. 


By Amount expended on works to Dec. 31 last . £154,897 14 8 


Expended this half year on further extension of 


worms .«.. 97616 8 | 

——————£155,874 11 4 

Deptford works . Se ke 20,648 16 0 

Sa ee eee oe £1,428 13 10 | 
Office furniture and fixtures . ., . . . . 275 16 3 

1,704.10 1 

Se ee ee ee ae ae ee ee ee ee 8,593 11 11 


Cash balances— 


General account £3,551 0 6 
Dividend ditto , 147 12 
—~———-———— 3,698 12 10 


£190,520 2 2 


property in the different parishes. Recently, decisions have been given 
upon appeals, which have been very much in favour of gas companies. 
There was, as some of you perhaps are aware, an appeal lately by the 
Chartered Gas Company, by which the rate was reduced from £8838 to £83; 
and, in an appeal of the Imperial Gas Company, the rate on their property 
in Paddington was reduced from £4005 to £2717. This subject will be laid 
before your directors for their anxious consideration. Since we last met,! 
an Act of Parliament has been passed, for amending the Sale of Gas Act, 
which is an Act for regulating measures used in the sale of gas, and it comes 
into operation, as affecting the metropolitan companies, on the 13th of this 
month. The election of the inspectors who, under the terms of that Act, 
are to test and stamp all the meters supplied by this, and other companies, 
for the future, was left by the Legislature to the Metropolitan Board of 
Works. Iam glad to say, and I believe in saying it I am speaking thc 
sentiments of all our directors, that a gentleman, who has been connected 
with this company, and who has for years, on our own appointment, 
and on the appointment of the trustees for the consumers, been the 
examiner of our meters, has been appointed by the Metropolitan 
Board of Works as inspector for this district. The consumers of gas in 
this district supported his application most warmly; and, I believe, lie was 
chosen by the Board of Works, as far as my information goes, in couse- 
quence of the recommendation of the consumers as to the manner in which 
he has hitherto performed his duties. We consider that he has always per- 
formed those duties most impartially and fairly, and his appointment gives 
great satisfaction to the directors of this company. We certainly thiuk 
that one inspector will hardly be able to perform the large duties imposed 
upon him in stamping not only the meters of this company but of all tlic 
companies south of the Thames; but probably other inspectors will shortly 
have to be appointed. I sincerely trust our business will not be delayed, 
and Iam guite sure that Mr. Mills, who is the gentleman appointed, will 
devote his best energies to expedite the testing and stamping of our meters. 
Gentlemen, there was an Act of Parliament passed in the session of 1860, 
which is an Act still more important to us. It is an Act for regulating 
the supply of gas to the metropolis. The object of that Act is, that it 
gives the consumers a direct interest in the affairs of our company. After || 
paying 16 per cent. dividend, and after paying dividends which have been 
in arrear during the previous six years, the consumers obtain a direct inte- 
rest in our afiairs, and can claim a reduction in the price of gas. That Act 
is also very important to us, because it stipulates what the quality of the | | 
gas supplied shall be, and authorizes the local authorities to appoint a sci- || 
entific person to analyze the gas from time to time. If upon such analysis | 
the gas does not come up to the standard prescribed by the Act, there are || 
certain penalties imposed upon the companies. This Act fortunately does || 
not come into operation, as regards our company, till the Ist of February || 
next. I say fortunately for us, because from the 1st of January we shall! 
have the works under our own control. I say fortunately for us, because i! 
it does appear that the gentleman who has been appointed by the boards of | 
Rotherhithe and Bermondsey, to test the gas supplicd in that district, has} 
not expressed his satisfaction with the quality of the gas supplied by Mr.|| 
Croll. The gentleman appointed by the commissioners is Dr. Vinen, a| 
gentleman of undoubted respectability and talent, and, no doubt, fully equal! 
to the performance of his duties, or he would not have been intrusted with || 
them. But, in the analysis of gas, there is frequently a great deal of doubt, | | 
uncertainty, and difiiculty, and mistakes may occur; Mr. Croll will tell you, | | 








{ Then, again, we shall have to take into consideration the rating of our 
{I 
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I dare say, how it arises in this case. We have for some years employed a 
gentleman, who is the chemist, the chief chemist at Apothecaries Hall, Mr. 
Warington, to analyze our gas, as between us and the consumers, and it is 
an extraordinary fact that, while Dr. Vinen does not approve of the gas 
which Mr. Croll distributes, Mr. Warington does, and has certified as to its 
quality. I feel quite certain it is only a mistake, which will not tend ulti- 
mately to the injury of the company, because we shall take care, when we 
come into the management of the works, to give a gas about which there 
can be no mistake whatever. The directors are intending to comply most 
liberally with the requirements of the Act of Parliament. We are intrusted 
with a district in which we have the sole right of supply, and I can assure 

ou, on behalf of your directors, that we shall devote our best energies to 
fulfil the obligations imposed upon us by the Legislature. Well, gentlemen, 
there is another matter which I have to bring before yon. You will recol- 
lect that we recently had a committee of investigation, which committee 
|consisted of my friend Mr. Strachan, Mr. Rigg, four of the centlemen who 


are now directors, Mr. Kerry, Dr. Liddell, and two other gentlemen—Mr. 











the two latter, refused to accept anything for their services; not so as re- 
gards Mr. Newman and Mr. Brickhill. ‘Those gentlemen are not very large 
shareholders in the company, but have rendered most ellicient service by 
their attendance upon the committee, which, in the case of Mr. Brickhill, 
was very regular, and in Mr. Newman also, with one or two exceptions. 





the directors to propose that £100 should be placed at our disposal, we 
resolved to forego any remuneration. I believe Mr. Brickhill was present; 
but Mr. Newman was not so; still, the directors do not wish that these gen- 
tlemen should be prejudiced by the fact; and, as we have no power ourselves 
to award any sum of money to them for their services, inasmuch as the 
committee emanated from you, we have thought it right to bring the matter 
forward on this occasion. ‘These gentlemen think tbat, as they gave up 
much time which was valuable to them in busiiess, they are entitled to 
some remuneration, and the directors think so,too. ‘They attended eighteen 
meetings of the committee, aud several meetings of the snb-comuinittee. 
Having stated this, we leave it to the sharcholders to decide what should 
be dene with respect to the payinent of thes ron. If] am asked, I 
am prepared to say what we think should be done; but, it is a matter 
which the board leave entirely to the shareholders to decide for themselves. 
I shall now conclude by moving the adoption of the report, which 1 do 
|} with very great pleasure. 

Dr. Lippevi seconded the motion, which was put and carried. 

The Cuamman: I now move—* That a divik 1, at the rate of 8 per 
cent. per annum, for the half year ending the 30th of June last, free of 







































|| Mr. Ke : Lapprehend that [ am not debarred, by reason of the report 
| having been received, from asking a question? 

| The CHarnman: No. 

| Mr. Kerry: Then I would ask, looking at the very large amount to the 
| credit of the reserve-fund, how you nican to appropriate it? The amount 
| standing here is £3518; you have also a surplus of £692, which you say is 
to be carried to the next uccount, making the reserve altogether £4210. I 
should like to know whether you are going to keep that money for future 
occasions, or, as on a former occasion, you intend to write off a Siven sum 
from the plant? 

The CuHairMAN: You, as one of the committee of investigation, must 
know that that sum has been already appropriated and written off the works 
account: it does not now exist. 

Mr. Kerry: Upon my word, I do not understand that. I take it, that 
| you have this money, in some shape or other, 2s a reserve-fund. I certainly 
understand it exists for some purpose; else, it would better not be in the 
balance-sheet. 

The CuarrMan: The amount has been spent in extension of the work 
it does not now exist asa fund, but the company are getting the bene 

















: If it does not exist, I think it has no business here, and I 
hope you will manage to blot it out. 

The Cuarrman: We have no reserve-fund now, but we hope to have one, 
when the works are in our own hands, which will thoroughly satisfy you. 

Mr. Kerry: The chairman has generally given us some explanation 
about the expenditure for the lialf year. I see you have laid out in exten- 
sions of works £076. 16s. 8d. Have you the items with you? You know 
very well it has not been at all an unusual thing to carry to that account 
; sums which have no business there whatev l apprehend that such has 
| not been the practice during the last half year; and, therefore, shall be glad 
|if vou will tell the meeting what it is composed of. 

The Secretary: It is impossible to give all the details of thissum. It 
| has been expended in services, maius,and meters. One of the auditors— 
|Mr. Bagshaw—is here, who can probably give you further information 
| about it. 
| Mr. Kerry: I want to know whether it is absolutely for extension of 
| works? 
| The Secrerary: Yes; absolutely for extensions only. 

Mr. BacsHaw: With your permission, Mr. chairman, I may say that 
| these questions are very pertinent; and it is the duty of the directors, as | 
|am sure it is their desire, to give the fullest possible information respecting 
|them. In this large sum of £976, the largest item is for two purifiers. I 
|can assure the shareholders—for that is the grand point for them to know 
—that the whole of this expenditure is for extension of works—for new 
materiais. Not new materials replacing old, and therefore properly per- 
taining to revenue, but for new matcrials required for extensions, and 
y to capital account. The item, “ Balance of 
revenue account, £3518. 2s. 5d.,” is the item which the committee of in- 
vestigation put their finger upon,and said it only existed on paper. It 
consisted of the unappropriated surpluses of several half years, and was 
employed by former directors upon the works. If they had not had that to 
expend, they must have borrowed, or have calied up so much more capital; 

80 that really the company have got an equivalent for the money. Next 

half year. if all is well, you will see the account rendered in a different 
form, and there will be no more occasion to make inquiry as to any item, 
which very inquiry is a condemnation of the item itsel!. 

Dr. Lippe: I rise to second the motion, and, in doing so, I take the 
opportunity of expressing my extreme satisfaction at the manner in which 
the affairs of the company appear to be conducted. I rejoice to find that 
harmony and good feeling exist among the directors, which I think wil! lead 
to beneficial results to the whole of the shareholders. I wish, however, to 
call attention to one subject, which seems to have been lost sight of, and 
that is the making of bye-laws. I called the attention of the directors to it 

|| three or four years ago. 
|| The Cuarmman: We have made them. 
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Newman, and Mr. Brickhill. All these gentlemen, with the exception of 


When it was communicated to the committee, that it was the intention of 
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| income-tax, be now declared, payable on and alter Monday, the 21st inst.” | 


| dentures burned, | should have set up with my brother directors in business 


| one and all, 





Dr. LippEt: I do not mean bye-laws for conducting the business of the 
board, because, as individual shareholders, we do not so much care about 
that; but bye-laws for the regulation of these meetings. I notice in the 
Gas JourNAL that money is sometimes voted at the meetings of companies 
in the form of testimonials, and things of that kind, of which no previous 
notice had been given to the shareholders; and I think it extremely incon- 
venient that we should be left to the uncertainty of the law, as it stands, as 
to whether matters can be brought forward, and the decision upon them be} 
binding upon the shareholders who are not present, and have had no notice | 
of their intended introduction? It is very important that, if money is to 
be voted away, an intimation should be given in the notice convening the 
meeting. The want of this has led to irregularities in other companies, and 
it did also in this some years ago. There is also another matter, of some) 
importance, which is a delicate subject to touch upon: I mean, the filling | 
up of vacancies at the board by the directors themselves. I know that the Act 
of Parliament allows it to be done, in the case of death or resignation, 
during the intervals of our meetings, and that the directors subsequently | 
bring the appointment forward for our confirmation; but I also know that| 
it would be looked upon as an ungracious thing, if the vote of the share-| 
holders should not coincide with the decision of the board. My own opinion | 
isthat it would be expedient, in all cases,for the shareholders to have notice 
of such vacancies, and be consulted as to the suitableness of the persons put} 
in to fill them up. I throw out this suggestion in perfect good feeling} 
towards the directors and shareholders at large; and, if it meets their views, 
I hope a bye-law of the kind will be framed. 

The Cnarrman: We have settled a code of bye-laws, and they would 
have been brought here for confirmation to-day had it not been for the fact 
that we are about to take the works into our own hands, and, therefore, the 
bye-laws must be more extensive in their range thin would be necessary 
at present; and we thought it better to delay bringing them forward till we} 
could present them in a complete form. 

Mr. Pocock (ex-chairman): I consider this day a very important one in 
the history of this company, so far as relates to myself, and to another in- 
dividual, who, perhaps for the last time, we now recognize in the position 
which he bas held towards us for the past ten years. I allude to Mr. Croll. 
It is now about eleven and a half years since I first became connected with 
the Surrey Consumers Company. I did so originaliy at the solicitation of 
several influential gentlemen in the borough of Southwark, and especially 
of one who now holds a high and honourable position in the Metropolitan 
3oard. Those gentlemen thought my position in the borough would be of | 
great value in the formation of the new company, the object of which was 
to get gas at a lower price than it was then supplied at. Under their per- 
suasions, [ consented to become a director. From that period to the present | 
tine, I have been honoured with your confidence; and, during the greater | 
part thereof, I have occupied the position as chairman of the company. I 
believe [ can look back over the whole of my connexion with you, and say 
with sincerity, as your excellent chairman has seid of me to-day, that "| 
have endeavoured to the best of my ability, conscientiously, and without} 
any selfish regard to my own interests, to promote the welfare of the com-|} 
pany, and the advantage of the consumers at large. When I first became} 
connected with the company, I was not at all aware of the immense diffi-| 
culties I should have to pass through. If I could have foreseen them, I do; 
not think that the gift of £20,000 would have tempted me to undertake the; 
labour. But, having embarked in the undertaking, 1 was determined to} 
stick by the ship as long as there was a plank left. My friend who OCCU | 
pies the chair knows something of the difficulties we had to pass through. | 
At one time, I was left with only three friends surrounding me—Mr. Duval, | 
Mr. Peppercorn, who is now dead, and Mr. White. But 1 said to them,| 
I am determined to stand by this matter so long as you stand} 
by me, unless it becomes a thorough failure. By the kind providence of 
God, I must call it, Mr. Croll was thrown in our way. I owe a great deal} 
to Mr. Croll, and I shall never forget my obligations. I am not an un-} 
grateful man, and though I have differed from him on some recent matters 
(not of a personal character), | must say that I highly respect Mr. Croll.| 
It is entirely upon priaciple that I have differed with him, and IT am that 
kind of man that, when principle comes in the way, I must sacrifice all else 
to it. Hence arose the disagreement which took place some twelve months 
ago. T was saying that, when we were in those difficulties, Mr. Croll was! 
thrown in our way; he came forward, and arrangements were made be-| 
tween him and the then directors. I consented, at my time of life, to bind 
myself appreutice for ten years to learn my business, during which period 
Mr. Croll was to be lessee of the works. I have made good use of my time, 
and I was anticipating that when my apprenticeship was over, and my in-| 
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for ourselves. That was my feeling; I endeavoured to get the best informa- | 
tion I could, and I ascertained from other gas companies in the metropolis 
what were their views in reference to the leasing of our works. They,| 
said—* Do not lease your works; take them into your own} 
hands; and, if you have a guod board of directors who will attend to their) 
duties, yon will soon find it will be for the advantage of the shareholders 
generally.” Acting on this advice, I had been anticipating and preparing 
for the expiration of the present lease, and it was not, I do assure you, out 
of any disrespect to Mr. Croll that I opposed its renewal. My brother| 
directors, if 1 may so say, seemed a little chicken-hearted, and thought 
that if we went into business for ourselves, we must fail. need only 
call to your remembrance that, twelve months ago, one of them in this room | | 
talked about our becoming bankrupt directly we took the concern into our 
own hands, of our shares being worth nothing, and of our dividends corning 
down to the same point. I prophesied the coutrary, and what is the actual | 
state of affairs? Facts are stubborn things. You have this half year a 
surplus of £692, after paying 8 per cent., and you have realized a premium 
on the sale of shares of upwards of £700. Did the purchasers of those 
shares give that premium because they thought the works were going to} | 
be leased again? No; it was because there was a prospect of the directors | 
taking them into their own hands. It was this that gave them confidence, | 
and led them to purchase, at a large price, that which otherwise would | | 
have been worth nothing. What are our future prospects? Good—very 
good. I have little doubt, if my life is spared, that in five years you will) | 
be receiving the 10 per cent. dividénd which the Act of Parliament allows! 
you, together with the arrears of the previous six years to make up that 
amount; and that you will also have a handsome surplus-fund to fall back! | 
upon, for the purpose of extensions. I trust, also, that in that time, for I|! 
am very anxious to see it, the Surrey Consumers Company will stand) | 
inferior to none in the quality and abundance of the gas supplied by them, | 
and I am also anxious to see gas of that quality furnished to the consuwers'! | 
at 4s. per 1000 feet. If my life be spared to see this, I shall teel that the) | 
great object I had in view in becoming connected with the company has | 
been realized. There is one other matter which I would just touch upon, | | 
and which I should have referred to at our last meeting, but I did not hie] | 
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to disturb the harmony which then prevailed. Still, I could not help 
thinking, on that occasion, that the committee of investigation did not give 
fair play to the shareholders, in reference to those who should hereafter 
manage the affairs of the company. They recommended to you a board of 
directors, whose names were all put together, and they were elected in a 
lump. Now, I did not like that, because I felt that every person who came 
forward for the office should have been proposed separately, and should 
have been elected on his own merits. However, I pass it by now, as I am | 
not disposed to enlarge upon matters which are not of vital importance. 
Well, gentlemen, your company, «nd all the gas companies in the metropolis, 
are in a prosperous state. What isthe cause? This prosperity is not due 
to your committee, nor to your board, nor to your engineer. Itis due to that 
Act of Parliament which has been referred to,and which secures to each com- 
pany adistrict. That isthe salvation of the companies; and the passing of that 
Act is a most important matter for us all, because, while we fulfil the obli- 
gations which are imposed upon us by it, no other company can interfere 
with our operations. [After referring to the labours of the committee of 
investigation, and expressing an opinion that those of its members who 
desired it, were fairly entitled to some remuneration for their services, the 
ex-chairman continued:] I will only add, that I feel greatly obliged to you 
as shareholders for all the kindness [ have received at your hands; and, so 
long as I have the honour to hold a seat at this board, I trust I shall en- 
deavour to make myself worthy of your good opinion. If, in the warmth 
of my feelings on the last or any previous occasion, I said anything which 
could possibly hurt the feelings of Mr. Croll or any one else, I desire thus 
publiclyto express my regret; and, in meeting Mr. Croll to-day for the last 
time as our engineer, I offer him most sincerely and heartily my wishes for 
his future health, peace, and prosperity. 

On the motion of Mr. Kerry, seconded by Mr. Pocock, it was then re- 
solved, that the sum of fifteen guineas each be paid to Messrs. Brickhill 
and Newman for their services; and those gentlemen acknowledged their 
obligations. 

Mr. Crotu: Perhaps you will allow me to say one or two words. I 
assure you that nothing has given me greater pleasure than to listen to the 
kind expressions which have fallen from Mr. Pocock’s lips to-day. I have 
been in the habit of looking up to Mr. Pocock for many years with the 
utmost possible respect, and I regret exceedingly that any circumstance 
should have occurred to bring about even an approach to a disagreement 
between us. There is one subject I wish to refer to, and that is the future 
prospects of this company. It will be nothing new to you when I say—for 
I have unhesitatingly expressed the opinion before—that I anticipate you 
will realize larger profits in the future than you are now obtaining. I have 
stated that publicly on more occasions than one, and I cannot help stating | 
it again, that I did not desire to have an extended lease of these works. [I 
look upon the responsibility of carrying on works of this magnitude, as of 
a very grave character; and, when a man has arrived at that position that 
he has acquired a sufficiency for ordinary wants, I think it is very un- 
wise in him to continue responsibilities which may endanger what 
he has already secured. I have looked upon it in that light. You can- 
not help remembering that I was asked to take an extended lease, and it 
was the opinion of the majority of the board that it would be for the inte- 
rest of the company if I did. But that has all passed; and, I assure you, I 
retire from the company with the greatest possible goodwill. Anything 
that I can do at any time, you can claim at my hands, and I shall do it most 
heartily and most willingly. One of the things which Mr. Pocock antici- 
pated in his speech was, that you would get 10 per cent. dividends in future, 
and the arrears of past dividends made up. That I say you ought to do 
with a district such as you have. And I would just mention incidentally 
that, in reference to districting, it was I who brought that about. I was 
the first individual who moved in it, and effected it at a considerable 
expense out of my own pocket, which nobody knows anything about. I 
believe you will realize large profits, and that you will, if your affairs are 
| properly conducted, and the cost of materials remains the same, be able 
| to supply gas at less cost than at present. There is one matter which I 
| wish particularly to refer to, and that is the purity and illuminating power 
‘of the gas. You are aware that, at the commencement of this company, it 
| was suggested, and the plan was adopted, of having a man of skill, respect- 

ability, and scientific attainments, to test the quality of the gas supplied 
|by you. That plan has been kept up from the commencement to the pre- 
sent time. The experiments are made by Mr. Warington, a gentleman 
who has had great experience in the testing of gas, having been engaged in 
it all his life. Mr. Warington is a man who I have known as long as I 
have known London, as engaged in scientific pursuits, and more especially 
in the analysis of the illuminating power of gas. Dr. Vinen has been 
appointed by the two parishes to test the gas of your company on thir 
behalf. I believe him to be a most respectable man, and a very 
clever man; but, while I admit that, I cannot admit that he is so 
capable of conducting experiments in the investigation of the quality 
'of gas as Mr. Warington. ‘The slightest mistake in the world will atiect the 
| result in trying the illuminating power of gas. It depends upon the candle 
| giving a uniform quantity of light; and that, again, depends upon the num- 
ber of grains of sperm consumed, If the wick is not of a perfectly uniform 
| texture throughout, at each particular period at which it is larger, you bave 
| the quantity of light increased enormously, because the test is so many 
|times the candle. If the candle, therefore, gives an eighth increase, it makes 
a difference in 5 feet of 14 candle; so that it is a delicate matter to do. 
Well, now, I say, when | admit all that I do with respect to Dr. Vinen’s 
responsibility and capability, I cannot help looking at the other portion of 
the report which he is inthe habit of making to his board from time to 
time. Dr. Vinen gives it as a fact that the minimum pressure of the gas 
|sent out from your works is only 2/10ths of an inch. Why, it is a well- 
| known fact, in connexion with gas, that that pressure would not be sufli- 
;| cient to propel the meter; whereas our gas passes Dr. Vinen’s premises, and 
| supplies the whole of these enormous railway stations, and the whole of the 
| hospitals, and we have never had «a complaint as regards the pressure, nor 
anything else, except as to the irregularity of the meter causing the lights 
j| to jump—but never as revards illuminating power or pressure. Now, it is 
|} well known that at the huspitals the gas is alight all night; and yet Dr. 
| Vinen, in his report—not once nor twice, but every time he makes a report— 
declares that our minimum pressure is only 2/10ths. Why, it is perfectly 
absurd. But what does Mr. Warington say? Mr. Warington is in the habit 
ae testing the gas, at times suitable to himself, without my knowledge or 
|| the knowledge of any one connected with the works, and at a distance of 
|| from 500 to 700 yards from the works, and the result, as given by him, is, 
|| as far as I recollect—Mr. Boddy will correct me if Iam wrong, as he has 
| Mr. Warington’s returns—that the lowest illuminating power is 13-5 or 134 
;, candles; whereas, on two other occasions recently, Dr. Vinen reports it as 
below 12 candles, and, on one occasion, 10°80. 
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| moment that I wish it to be thought that Dr. Vinen does anything beyond 


| tions; but all I say is, that if he were correct in his conclusions, instead of 


| the appointment of the gentlemen who now form the board, I may be per- 





|! The Cuarrman: On three occasions 
| 


Mr. Cro.u: There is not a single instance in which Mr. Warington goes 
below 134 candles. Very well; then how is it borne out by the actual re- 
sults? Why,as the chairman states to you, although the company, whe 
supply about 5000 consumers, have a complaint-book, in which every com- 
plaint brought to the office is entered, during the last fortnight twenty- 
seven complaints only have been registered. Do not suppose for one} 





committing some mistake in the performance of these scientific investiga- 


having twenty-seven complaints only, we should have had some hundreds. 
I thought it right to mention this matter, because I believe that, with all 
the good intentions of the directors, they will not be able to send out better 
or purer gas than we have been doing for some time past. 

Mr. SrracHan: Having been the individual upon whom it fell to propose 


haps allowed to propose a resolution to-day in reference to them, which I 
am sure will be acceptable to you all, viz—‘“That the thanks of this 
meeting be presented to the chairman and directors for their services.” 
You want no other proof of the manner in which they have served you 
than this report, and the explanations which have been given by the chair- 
man and Mr. Croll. 

Dr. Lippetv: I second the resolution with great cordiality, and would 
also express the great obligations I feel we are under to Mr. Croll. I believe 
the whole metropolis is indebted to him for the improvements he has 
effected in the manufacture of gas and the diminution of its cost; and I 
exceedingly regret, if anything which has been said in our meetings at any | 
time should seem to show any disrespect to him. At the same time, I | 
think the affairs of this company will be much better managed in the way | 
that all other gas companies are; and I rejoice to think that the labour 
connected with the committee of investigation has brought about so happy ° 
a conclusion, which I trust will be as advantageous to Mr. Croll as to us. 

The motion was cordially adopted, and the chairman having briefly 
acknowledged the compliment, the proceedings terminated. 





COMMERCIAL GAS COMPANY. 


The Ordinary Half-Yearly Meeting of this Company was held at the 
London Tavern, Bishopsgate Street, in the City of London, on Friday, 
October 11—Cuarves Satissury Butier, Esq., M.P., in the chair. j 

The notice convening the present meeting, and the minutes of the last 
half-yearly meeting, having been read, the following report and statement 
of accounts (see next page) were presented :— 

The directors report that the company adopted the provisions of the Metropolitan 
Gas Act on the Ist of July last; and that the additional machinery necessary to 
enable the company to comply with the requirements of the Act has been completed. 

To meet the increased cost of manufacturing gas of the illuminating standard and 
purity fixed by the Act, your directors resolved to raise the price of gas to 4s. 5d. | 
per 1000 cubic feet; and notices were issued to the several boards of works within | 
the district, and to the consumers, that such increase would take place from the Ist 
of July last. | 

‘The accounts of the company for the half year ending the 30th of June last, exhibit | 
a profit amounting to £14,238. 0s. 6d., and a resolution with reference to its disposal 
will be submitted to the proprietors. 

The directors have the pleasure to inform the proprietors that the works of the 
company are in a thoroughly efficient state, and that the quality of the gas supplied 
continues to give satisfaction to the consumers. | 


The CHarrMaN, in moving the adoption of the report, referred to the fact || 
of the meeting being held in a different room to that in which the pro- | 
prietors usually assembled, and said the secretary had probably altered the | 
customary arrangements for the purpose of accommodating the much || 
larger number of proprietors who might now be expected to attend on such | | 
occasions as the present. It was gratifying to know that they had recently | | 
had an accession of gentlemen of position, and respectability, and mercan- | 
tile influence, because it proved the soundness of the basis upon which the | | 
operations of the company were conducted. But, while congratulating | | 
themselves upon this increase, it must not be forgotten that they had to 
mourn over the loss of several gentlemen who had been of great use to the 
company—gentlemen of high standing in the Tower Hamlets, thoroughly 
conversant with the manufacture of gas, and sincerely respected by all who 
knew them. He particularly alluded to one whose services had been of great || 
value to this company—Mr. John George Hammack. That gentleman, in || 
all the social relations of life, was pre-eminently a good man, and all who} 
knew him as well as he (the chairman) had done for many years, must | | 
admire and respect him. After some further remarks, the chairman con- 
tinued: When I last had the pleasure of addressing you in this house, | told 
you at the outset that I should not occupy your time at any length. I 
fear, however, that I did not maintain my promise, but that, in entering | 
into many details connected with our operations, I very much exceeded the | 
bounds which I prescribed for myself. The truth is, as you well know, my 
habit has been, since I have had the honour of filling this chair, to explain 
as much as I know to the proprietors on these occasions. I have always 
thought it much better to have a clean breast in reference to all matters 
between the directors and the proprietors, and that you ought to have the 
fullest information as to the working of the company’s affairs during the 
preceding, half year, although, perhaps, in making these statements, | am 
led to occupy much more time than it is sometimes advisable to do. Well, 
gentlemen, I promise you that to-day—no, I will not promise, because if I 
do, I may be led into some digression, which will make me forfeit my word— || 
but I will endeavour to make my observations as short as possible. At the 
period of our last half-yearly meeting, the Commercial Company was 
in a state of transition. We had been supplying a large and 
important district of the metropolis with gas of a certain standard of illu- | 
minating power. That standard of illuminating power had given satisfac- 
tion to the parochial authorities and to the consumers; but the Legislature, 
in its wisdom, thought fit to make an alteration in it. Far be it from me 
to say they did not act with wisdom and propricty in their arrangements, 
when they stepped in and said that the quality of the gas to be supplied by 
all the metropolitan companies should be of a higher standard, aud that it 
should be of increased purity to that which had hitherto been supplied. In| 
point of fact, they made a considerable addition to the value of the article, | 
and, in so doing, to the cost of the manufacture of that article. Well, | 
gentlemen, at that period we were engaged in the perfection of the machi- | 
nery necessary in order to carry out the requirements of the new Act of | 
Parliament, and we were under engagement to perfect that machinery by) 
the Ist of July. I need scarcely tell you that these matters involved much | 
thought and consideration on the part of the directors. We were not com-' 
pelled to put the Act in operation on the Ist of July: we might have con- | 
tinued as we were for a much longer period; but we thought, under all the | ; 
circumstances of the case, and knowing that it was the consumers who | 





| 








were to benefit, and that it was the interests of the public which had been so 
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STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS, 
Showing the Actual State and Condition of the Concerns of the Commercial Gas Company, for the Six Months, ending the 30th Day of June, 1861. 
I. Caprtau.—State of the Account at the End of the above Six Months. 














Statute, or authority, under which raised. 








|— 
| 





Number of Shares. | Amount per Share. ; Paid up per Share. | 





Total Paid up. Total Capital. 








Shares . 2. « 6 6 © © © © © © © ow ow ow oe wo «| ©6(10,700-4/5ths. £25 0 0 ; £23 00 £267,520 0 0 
917 sees | 2210 0 20,632 10 0 
42 : 1710 0 735 0 0 
CommeErctaL Gas Act, } 3 ‘ | 1210 0 3710 0 
15 & 16 Vicrorta, cap. 155. | 41 ‘ j 710 0 307 10 0 
2/5ths & 1/10th. ve | 15 0 15 0 
1/5th & 1/10th. . 5 5 0 5 5 0 
£289,239 0 0 
11,704-3/5ths. 
| Rate per Cent. Amount. 
IMEI 6 eee. oe Be a So ble ws awe 4 | £18,600 0 0 
| | 44 4,000 0 0 





RECEIPTS. 
Balances brought forward. . . .... +s. 


- £25813 6 
Dividend account . .. 6 


"£1,719 7 
Sale of gas— 


At 4s. per 1000 feet . . 


° £38,230 10 9 
Public lighting and contracts 


6,820 13 4 


45,051 4 1 





Sale of residual products— 
Coke. . e a 


£9,089 14. 9 
366 3 5 
739 18 5 
509 19 1 


«+ 6 aw 4 eee 
aa ° 

Ammoniacal liquid 

10,705 15 8 
401 6 6 





Misccliancousteceipts . 2. 6. 1 tt tt tt 


£56,419 19 9 


carefully considered by the Legislature, and, moreover, as we had always 
considered the interests of the public in our district, we resolved to put the 
Act into operation, as, and from, the 1st day of July. Well, in order to do 
that, we had, of course, to make a small increase in the price of gas, to meet 
the increased cost of production; and here was another matter for grave 
consideration. We were assisted, however, by our superior officers, Mr. 
Jones and Mr. Jaques, who, I may say, have always carried out the views 
of the board—I mean the peculiar views of the board that the interests of 
the consumers should be identical with the interests of the proprietors. 
With the assistance of those officers, we arrived at a conclusion which will 
give the public 20 per cent. increase in the illuminating power of the gas 
supplied by us, while the increase in price is less than 10 per cent. 
You will, therefore, see that, if we had consulted our own interests 
merely, it might have been the more paying policy not to put the Act 
into immediate operation. But, unquestionably, the more comprehensive 
policy was to take the course we have taken, and bring ourselves imme- 
tiately under the provisions of that Act. Hence, the adoption of the 4s. 5d. 
price, which will, in future, prevail over the whole area supplied with gas 
by the Commercial Company. This, in brief, is the history of our opera- 
tions during the past six months, and we trust it will meet your approval. 
We did not arrive at a conclusion without much thought and deliberation. 
Why, gentlemen, if you had only seen us at the board-table, pen in hand, 
discussing this question of price, you would have been surprised at the 
extraordinary amount of figures involved in the case. The object was to 
get at the right amount. Some said we might as well go to 4s. 6d. per 
1000 at once. In answer to that, I said “ Why should we go to 4s. 6d.? 
When I first became the chairman of your company, it was on the under- 
standing that the interests of the consumers, as well as of the proprietors, 
should always be kept in view; that we should hold the scale evenly as 
between the one and the other. I have always endeavoured to do so, since 
I have had the honour of being in this chair, and you have always backed 
me in that course. Why, then, take 4s. 6d., when 4s. 5d. would do?” The 
result of our deliberations was, that we arrived at the 4s. 5d., and I hope 
it will be satisfactory to you, as I am happy to say it is to the consumers in 
the district. Before 1 quit this subject, it may be interesting to you to 
know that the consumers are also quite satisfied with the arrangements 
made for testing the quality of the gas; and, as far as I know—for we have 
not had a single complaint—with the quality of the gas itself. With 
reference to the testing, I may state that the examinations have taken place 
daily since the first of July, and I have it on the best authority that the 
gas supplied since that time has been, in illuminating power, 10 per cent. 
beyond the standard prescribed by the Act of Parliament. You are most 
of you aware that, under the provisions of that Act, the local authorities 
have power to appoint an examiner, for the purpose of ascertaining that 
the respective gas companies fulfil the obligations imposed upon them in 
this respect. Accordingly, the parochial authorities of the parish of Mile- 
End Old Town met, and appointed an officer of that class quite independent 
of us. A house has been taken, and apparatus put up, to which the 
examiner has had free and constant access, the company not even claim- 








II. Rrvenve.— Account during the above Six Months, 


We have examined the above accounts, and certify them to be correct. 








5 18,700 0 0 





— 41,500 0 0 
.| £330,539 0 0 
! 


Total capital 


EXPENDITURE. 





Management— 

Directors allowances . -_ £750 0 0 

Salaries to secretary and clerks . 91 8 10 

Collectors commission and pay . 739 6 10 

Rent, rates, and taxes of offices. . . . 5D 0 0 

Stationery, printing, and gencral charges 6ll 4 1 

Payment toauditors. . ..... 75 0 

— £3,12619 2 

Manufacture of gas— 

Coals, including carriage, dues, &c. £25,489 16 4 


Paseene meateraas «ww wl tll tl 74217: «6 
Supervision and labour . 7,016 13 9 
Tools and otherimplements. . . . . . 213 16 Lo 
Ordinary repair and maintenance of pre- 

mises ; 


or a oe ee ee ee ee ee 1,465 119 
Rents, rates, and taxes of manufactory 


1,420 15 6 


36,349 1 9 
Distribution, including service-mains, pipes, &c.— 


Ordinary repair and maintenance . £1,136 4 8 
Meters— 
Restoring and replacing . — 131 4 0 
CO er ere 8217 9 
— 1,750 6 5 
Law and parliamentary charges . oe £35 910 
Interest paid from profits, on £ , borrowed 
capital, at percent. . . . “eae SP 920 1 6 


955 1L 4 
14,238 0 6 





Balance for shareholders profit 
"£56,419 19 9 


Cuaries SALispury BurLer, Chairman. 
Grorce Jaques, Secretary. 


ing their right, under the Act, of a three hours notice prior to each in 
spection of the quality of the gas supplied by them. The examiner ha- 
attended at any time convenient to himself, and made his experiinent 
entirely independent of the company, and the result has been, as I befor- 
stated, that the gas is found to be in illuminating power 10 per cent. beyond 
the requirements of the Act of Parliament. Now then, gentlemen, as re- 
gards that vulgar and common subject, the accounts. ‘The figures which 
are appended to the directors report, and sent to every proprictor, so 
clearly show the actual state and position of the company, that, though 
I have been in the habit of going through the accounts in great detail at 
these meetings, and explaining the items at considerable length, I fancy 
you will agree with me there is little necessity for its being done on the 
present occasion. I may, however, state to you that the capital account 
shows an increase of £5027. 12s. 9d., which arises from the fact that we | 
have laid new mains in the parish of Poplar and Old Ford, erected new 
scrubbers, and have also completed the large purifier. These matters, with 
some trifling items for services and parliamentary expenses, and meters, 
make up the additional £5027 by which your capital account has been in- 
creased. That is all I think that I need trouble you with upon that head; 
I have the whole of the items here, but I scarcely think it worth while 
giving you the figures. 


With reference to the item of coals, for the half 
year ending June, 1860, you will find that our coals cost us £24,253. 17s. 10d.; 
while, for the past half year, they cost us £25,489. 16s. 4d., showing that we 
have paid during the last half, as compared with the corresponding half of 
1860, an excess of £1235. 18s. 6d. This is due in some measure to an in- 
crease in the price of coal, and also to the fact of the quality of the gas 
supplied by us having been improved during the latter period, which im- 
provement has been going on ever since. With regard to rental, I need not 
go into the figures, because there it is before you in the revenue account. 
You will see it is stated to be £45,051. For the corresponding period of 
1860, it was £44,189; therefore, there has been an increase during the last 
half year of £862. With reference to residual products, we need not go at 
any length into that matter. The most important residual product, as you 
know, is coke, the yield of which depends upon the quality of the coal used. 
If we employ much cannel in our manufacture, we have not much product 


in the shape of coke; and, I may tell you, that we had been using large |} 


quantities of that article even before the Ist of July last, so that our pro- 

ucts have fallen off in some trifling degree in that respect. Then, I am 
happy to inform Mr. Rhodes that our unaccounted-for gas stands at 18°32, 
so that we are getting better and better, and I hope he will consider that is 
a satisfactory state of things. Our engineer, who is most indefatigable in 
the discharge of his duty, has, in accordance with his custom, given us the 
usual certificate of the state of the works. He reports them to be in per- 
fect order. I would just take leave to add, which I doin justice to Mr. 
Jones, that, whether in his own peculiar department, or with regard to any 
extraneous duties which the directors may devolve upon him, he is at all 
times most energetic and most anxious to promote the best interests of the 
company. In every arrangement confided to him, he has evinced an 
amount of forethought and prudence which it is only fair to him that I 
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should take such opportunities as these of acknowledging. I was afraid at 
||one time that we had worked the willing horse to death, and, in point of fact, 
|| we were obliged to insist upon his going into the country for a short period. 
|| He was not happy, however, when he got there, and was soon back to his 
important duties. Mr. Jaques, our secretary, also deserves your approbation. 
|| He has not had a very light time of it lately; he has been working double 
time, in fact, and I am glad of the opportunity of mentioning his services 
to you. And then, in reference to all our excellent workmen, I ought to 
say a word on their behalf. They are a capital set of men; I say that with- 
|out fear of contradiction, and it is a gratifying fact to know that so large a 
|| body of workmen as we have work so well, and are so much respected by 
||their employers. And now, gentlemen, in conclusion, let me assure that 
| we are an extremely happy family; we are all pulling together, directors, 
officers, proprietors, parochial authorities, and consumers. It is a very 


satisfactory state of things; it has not always been sv. I hope it willalways | 


|be so in future. At all events, I can assure you the directors will not be 
| the first to interfere with the existing harmony. I will now move—* That 
the report and accounts be received and entered upon the minutes.” 

Mr. Howpen: In looking over these accounts, I do not see how you 
/arrive at the conclusion that the profits of the half year will pay 5 per cent. 
{Of course, have no objection to receive such a dividend, but £14,238 is 
| clearly not sufficient to pay it upon the amount of capital set forth in the 
first part of the accounts—viz., £289,239. How is the balance to be made 
up? The next objection I have to submit is, that you merely give us the 
receipts and expenditure for the half year, but do not show what you began 
that account with, nor what the balance in land was at the end of that 
period. I mean, what stock you had on hand at each of those times. This 
does not appear to me to be such a business-like statement as we ought to 
have. You merely show that, at the commencement of the half year, you 
had a cash balance of £258, but do not tell us anything about the chattels 
lof the company—the value of the property in hand. I do not wish to inter- 
| pose any obstacle to the reception of the accounts; all I sayis, possibly you 
may be right, but I cannot see my way clear upon these accounts, that we 
are entitled to a dividend of 5 per cent. 

Mr. Box: My mind was directed to the same difficulty at first, but, in 
examining the accounts, I think I see how it is to be done. There isa 
balance of £1719 brought forward, which, as it does not appcar on the 
credit side of the account, I suppose still remains as a balance to be added 
to the present half year's revenue. 

The Cuairman: No; it does not. That £1719 is the amount of the divi- 
}dend account. Will Mr. Howden tell us upon what amount he has calcu- 
|lated the 5 per cent.? 
|| Mr. Howpen: I have calculated it upon the £289,239, which is the 
||amount of capital, leaving out the £41,300, which, of course, you provide in 
||the accounts for paying interest upon. 
|| The Secrevary: The total amount of capital upon which the 5 per cent. 

dividend for the half year is paid is £273,185. 5s.; and there are various sums 

for calls which have been paid during the half year, amounting to 

£15,963. 15s. ‘The dividend upon the £273,185. 5s. will come to £13,659. 

5s. 3d.; and, upon the various accounts received upon calls during the half 

year, the interest will be £156. 12s, 5d.—making a total of £13,815, 17s. 8d., 
against the balance of profits of £14,238. 0s. 6d. 

Mr. Howpen: I only ask for the purpose of eliciting the information, not 

« the means of ascertaining the fact from these accounts. I think, 











havit 
indeed, they ought to show it. 

The CuammmMan: We have been obliged to adopt this form of account, 
‘and cannot help ourselves. It is furnished to us by the Secretary of State, 
‘and we are bound to adhere to it. We made objections, as did the other 
‘gus companies, to some of the items in this form; but the Secretary of State 
is a most extraordinary individual—he likes to have his own way, and we 
could not persuade him to take our view of the case for the life of us. 

Mr. Howpen: You promised, at the last meeting, when I made the same 
objection, that the accounts should be altered to the old form, 
| The Cuarrman: You are imistaken; we cannot do it. But, if there is 
any item upon which you are in doubt, and you will go down to the works, 
it shall all be explained to you. Aud, reall take this opportunity 
of saying, in the interest of the propriet uit wo should be most careful 
}what we suy in this room. On one or two occasions, statements have been 
imade which had no foundation in fact, end which were likely to damage 
the interests of the company very mater *, New, the chairman, on these 
occasions, has a difficult part to play. All I can say is, if you | 
fidence in your chairman und his co-directors, show that you have it; if 
you have not, seud them to the right-about, and place others at the head of 
your affairs in whom you have. [| tell you (raukly that, if at any time any 
information appears to be withheld, it is quite in the interest of the pro- 
prietors, and froin no feeling on the part of inysclf or the directors generally. 
| Mr. Howpen: Perhaps you will have no oljjection to answer my ques- 
tion, why the quantity of coals, &c., on hand has not been brought into the 
account? 

The CuarrMAN: I again say that we have adopted the form of account 
prescribed by the Secretary of State, and whic is the form that, after 
twenty-five years gas experience, I should recommend you to uphold and 
maintain in your own interests. If you choose to adopt any other form, 
you may do so by special resolution; 1 will uot myself undertake the 
responsibility. 

Mr. Witson (deputy-chairman): The full accounts can be inspected at 
the works, and you can thus ascertain all that you require to know. 

The Cuairman: The Secretary of State says the accounts shall be 
rendered in this form. 

Mr. Box: I have yet to learn that you arc bound to render the accounts 
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in this forin to the proprietors. 
do so, though they are under the same regu 
| Parliament does not say that this shall be the form in which the accounts 
ishall be rendered to the proprictors. But, in saying this, I do not wish you 
to suppose that I consider you have withheld anything from us. 1 bel: 
that our concerns were never in a betier state than they are’at the prese: 
moment. lL have gone carefully into the statistics of the company, and am 
| prepared to furnish a great many particulars in proof of this. There is an 
/improvement of 14 per cent. in the unaccounted-for gas since this time last 
year; and our rental, instead of being, as the chairman stated, £500 in ex- 
cess, I can prove has increased above £1000. 

| ‘The CuarrMAN: I gave the actual figures. 

Mr. Box: There is also a saving in coals of 125 tous, which shows to me 
that great attention has been paid by the engineer to the manufacturing 
department of the concern. 

The motion was then put and carried. 

The Cuairman: The scheme for the dividend is as follows:— 








lations 2s you are. 






































The other metropolitan companies do not | 
The Act of | 


| and it could be done here without much inconvenience. 
| question of sending the dividend warrants by post; but,at our last meeting, 


| wrong hands. 
| for your approval, at the next meeting. 


[Oct. 22, 1861. 











Balance of profitandloss . . . . . . £14,238 0 6 
For dividend "are oe os SD S 
Balance to next half year. . 422 210 


The resolution I have to move in reference to the dividend is—“ That, pur- 
suant to the recommendation of the board of directors, a dividend at the rate 
of 5 per cent., for the half year ending the 30th of June last, be now declared, 
payable at the company’s offices, Stepney, on Monday the 14th, Tuesday 
the 15th, and Thursday the 17th days of October; and on the subsequent 
Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday, between the hours of ten and four; and, 
afterwards, on Mondays oaly in every week between the same hours.” 

Mr. Ruopes: I second the motion. I would also ask the board to take 
into consideration the propriety of making arrangements for paying the 
dividends to the proprietors immediately after the adjournment of the 
half-yearly meeting. 

The Cuarrman: I know that that course is adopted in some companies, 
The Ratcliff Com- 
pany, of which Lama shareholder, do so; but, then, their proprietary is a small 
one compared with ours. We have recently had under consideration the 








we resolved to let the matter stand over for further deliberation. There 
are some objections to that course; for instance, a cheque may get into| 
However, we shall bring up a resolution upon the subject | 
Whether we shall recommend any | 
particular course, or submit the question in order to receive some sugges- 
tion from you, I cannot now say. In the mean time, if any proprietor! 
chooses to address a note to the secretary requesting that a cheque may be| 
sent to him by post, it shall be done. If the pian is adopted here which| 
prevails in many of the railway companies, and in some gas companies, of! 
posting cheques to all the proprictors, it will alter the whole thing. It is a| 
large question; we will take six months to consider it, and come with a 
resolution next time for you to express an opinion upon. 
The motion was then put and carried. | 
Mr. Howpen: There is another matter upon which I wish to ask a ques-| 
tion. For many years the accounts of this company were kept at the| 
Union Bank of London; but, I have been informed that lately they have been | 
transferred to the London and County Bank. Ido not of course know} 
What motives the directors had for removing their business from so respect- | 
able a house as the Union. ‘They have no doubt good reasous for doing so, | 
which they may not object to divulge to this meeting, though they seem| 
very careful how they give any explanations. Still, this is a matter in 
which the shareholders are interested, and I for one should like to know} 
the reason. | 
The Cuarrman: Is it the wish of the proprietors that I should go into 
that question? If it is, 1 shall be most happy to explain the reasons. 
Mr. Gray: I think it would be very unbecoming to call upon the chair-| 
man to give any reason whatever. We may surely take it for granted that 
the directors will not place the property of the company in jeopardy. | 
The CHainMAN: Gentlemen, as the question has been raised—with what 
prudence and propriety I leave the meeting to determine—I think it better 
at once to reply to it. Iowe it to the directors of the Union Bank to say, 
most unequivocally, that it is from no cause of dissatisfaction with that 
‘nt that the account of this company has been transferred to the 
County Bank. But, gentlemen, | will go a little further, and 
kl reason Why it was done. Very recently, your chairman 
etor of the London and County Bank—a bank which, 
s regards respectability, in the metro- 
directors, and the enormous list of its proprietors, 

are sufficient evidence of that fact. Frankly and honestly, then, it was in 
compliment to myself that the board resolved to remove the account ot 
this company from the Union to that bauk—a compliment which I felt very | 
much, It was a kind act on their part, and I know that they previously | 
took means to assure themselves of the propriety of the step in reference to 
the responsibility and standing of the bank. Having served the Commercial 
Company for thirty years, aud enjoying the confidence, uot only of my 
brother directors, but of ‘s generally and the consumers, I 
regarded this as a peculiar act , and an honour done to myself, 
Mr. SaAmvEL: In looking over the report of the last meeting, I see you 
stated that, having to meet tlie requireneuts of the new Act of Parhament, 
it might be necessary to increase the capital of the company. 1 should 
like to know whether you have power to do that without going to Par- 
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flament? 

The CHAIRMAN: We have powers to issue the remainder of the share 
capital; and we have a resolution of the proprietors authorizing us to make 
such issue as the directors nay think desirable. 

Mr. Lutuam: Gentlemen, I rise to make 2 
directors, and | have much pleasure in proposing a vote of 
for the very able and eflicient manner ia which, during the past half year, |! 
they have conducted the business of the company. A question has ‘been | 
asked to day, relative to the removal of our account from one bank to|| 
another. Why, gentlemen, 1 see persons on the other side of that table, 
who were directors of this company when we had no account at all, or one | 
not worth having. It was only the names, and the broad shoulders of || 
those gentlemen which enabled this company to get over its difficulties, 
and reach the position it now maintains. It is a gratifying thing to me to 
see those gentlemen still occupying that place, by whose exertions and | 
personal responsibility we have been thus brought into a state of pros- 
perity. 

Mr. Howpen: They have never incurred any personal responsibility. 

Mr. Lutuam: When [ first became connected with the company, each 
one advanced money out of his own pockets for the purpose of carrying on 
this concern, and I have every confidence that they still are, and will be in 
future, as careful and anxious as they were in the past to promote our in- 
terests. As tO our present position, I say, withous fear ction, 
that you may go into any gas-works in the metropolis, and you will uot 
fiud One in so eflicient and perfect a state. IT consider the whole mana 
meut of your affairs is very creditable, and I have great pleasure in moving 
ks to the directors of the company. 


few remarks touching the 
thanks to them, 
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a vote of thai 
Mr. Gray: Lhave great pleasure in seconding the resolution. I have 
often attended the meetings of this company, and I must confess that I 
have never scen a more satisfactory statement placed before the proprietors 
than we have had this day, since the company was incorporated. And, 
gentlemen, I have no doubt, our preseut prosperity will continue so long as 
our affairs are as judiciously managed as they are by our board of directors. 
‘The least we can dois to manifest our good feeling towards them: aud | 
may say that I think the time was very opportunely chosen for the remarks | 
just made. We have been engaged in a very arduous contest, and have | 
succeeded in getting a bill through Parliament, which enables us to obtain 
a rise in the price of gas, and with it an increase of dividend. I sincerely | 
‘ { 
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nating power very much in excess of the difference in charge, they will see 
that there is a sufficient justification of the course adopted by the companies. 

The motion was cordially adopted. 

The CuarrmMan: Gentlemen, I can only assure you that, so long as you 
continue to give your confidence to the board of directors, that board will 
continue to act, to the best of their ability, to promote the interests of the 
|company. I may take the opportunity of expressing to Mr. Howden a hope 
| that, when he has been a shareholder as long as Mr. Lulham, he will enter- 
tain the same opinion of us that this gentleman does. There was a little 
seeming animus in the remarks which the honourable proprietor addressed 
to us, which certainly was uncalled for, considering how the directors de- 
vote themselves to your interests. We are not ordinary directors. I do not 
| myself give up so much time asI used; but, in justice to the gentlemen 
| who sit round me, I can assure you that the devotion of the board to the 
| management of your affairs is something prodigious. As to the remark 





trust that though for a time the public may not be satisfied with that | 
increase of price, yet, when they come to reflect that they get an illumi- | 


| about the directors never having incurred any personal responsibility, I beg | 


tions of the company. There was a time when I, with Mr. Wilson, went to 
Birmingham, and incurred responsibility to the extent of £25,000, in order 
to light the parish of Limehouse. Iam not in the habit of talking of these 
things, but when a gentleman gets up, and before a body of proprietors 
makes such a statement, one feels that it is rather too bad; it puts one’s 
mettle up, and compels a reply, which one would rather avoid. I can 
assure the proprietors that we are much obliged to them for the way in 
which, not only upon this, but upon all occasions, they have expressed 
their approval of the exertions of the directors, and that we shall always 
feel gratified in helping, by all the means in our power, to place the Com- 
mercial Gas Company on the proudest pinnacle of success. 





SALE OF GAS ACT. 
Merrorouiran Boarp or Works. FripAy, OcroBER 11. 

The usual Meeting of the Metropolitan Board of Works was held this day, 
at the Office in Spring Gardens—Mr. Tuwaires in the chair. 

Mr. CAKPMAEL said he wished, for a few moments, to draw the attention 
of the board to some details of arrangement which it would be necessary to 
make in respect to the new Gas Act, so that no delay might be occasioned 
in putting it into operation. He had been told that the board would be in 
a condition to commence the testing of meters on Friday week; but, as there 
were certain details which would be required to be carried out by the com- 
mittee, it was most desirable that the board should give them power to do 
certain things in reference to those arrangements. He would, therefore, 
propose—* That the provisions to be made for the reception, safe custody, 
and delivery of meters—the books and forms for registration and certifi- 
cates—the mode of charging and accounting for fees, and the general 
arrangements required for carrying into effect the Sale of Gas Act within 
the metropolis, be referred to 2 committee.” His object was, that the whole 
of the arrangements in reference to this Act should be in the hands of a 
committee. 

The CHARMAN said that a committee had been appointed by the board. 

Mr. CarpMAEL said it would be for the board to determine whether they 
should have power to make the whole arrangements, but at present their 
powers were limited to matters referred to them. There were a number of 
auestions which they must deal with, such as—the reception of a large 
number of meters, to keep them in a proper state, the delivery of them out 
again, and the issue of instructions. As the duty must come before them 
on Friday week, it was most desirable that there should be a committee of 
the whole board to deal with the subject. 

Mr. Hvuenes had great pleasure in seconding the resolution, and said 
that, unless the committee sat continuously, they would not be prepared in 
time, as there was a good deal of work carved out for them before the duties 
of the inspectors would be settled. As those matters would demand the 
closest attention of the board for some days, he begged to second the 
motion. 

The motion was then put and agreed to unanimously. 

Mr. CARPMAEL said there were a certain number of gasholders to be 






ordered, which were made of tin, and were rough and ready things used by 
gas-meter makers for testing their own instruments, but there were 
creed as to the number of 





searcely two of them, when used together, that < 
cubic feet of gas passing through them; but there were some ordered by the 
Government not liable to that variation. With regard to some of the in- 
struments—the sulphuric acid and the impurities of the gas passing through 
them—in time they became less capable of measuring the quantity put into 
them, and the Government had been compelled to make an allowance of 
} per cent. It was quite clear that such instruments would, from time to 
time, be out of condition, and it would be scarcely fair to test meters by 
them; therefore, he conceived it would be the duty of the board to have the 
best instruments that could be made, and they would last the longest. The 
first cost might be very material; but, in the end, the best would be found 
to be the cheapest. As to copper instruments, that would bring them up to 
a considerable price; but the Government had some peculiar instruments, by 
which there was nointerruption to the gasholder, and they would accurately 
measure the quantity of gas. He did not think that they ought to go to a 
very great expense. but he thought it most desirable that they should ascer- 
tain the lowest terms upon which proper instruments could be obtained. 
He moved—“ That it be an instruction to the committee to ascertain at what 
price the Government instruments can be supplied to this board.” 

Mr. Deputy Harrison said he did not see the use of discussing this point, 
as his honourable friend’s speech had been directed to the question whether 
or not they should have instruments of the best quality. Most undoubtedly 
it was the duty of that board to have the best articles they could get; for, if 
they had them of the best description, they had some guarantee of their 
efficiency. He hoped that this was a matter that would be left in the hands 


of the committee. 

Mr. CanrMAEL said he should be but too happy, if that was so; but he 
must observe that only certain things were referred to the committee, and 
not the whole subject. 

Mr. BipGoop said he was under an impression that, at their last meeting, 
the committee had been intrusted with powers to deal with every subject 
in respect to the working of the Act. He had asked a question whether 











to tell Mr. Howden that there was atime when the directors had to put | 
their hands into their own pockets and provide funds to carry on the opera- | 
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that would be so, and he was told: “Certainly.” Therefore he must say 
that he was rather surprised at the application which was now made. He 
understood that full powers had been given to the committee in reference 
to the whole case; but it now seemed that they had come for fresh powers, 
so that there might be no hindrance to their operations, and he hoped the 
committee would have full powers. 

Mr. Freeman thought his friend, Mr. Carpmael, should have moved that 
general instructions for carrying out the Act should have been given to the 
committee, instead of his honourable friend making a speech on matters of 
which a great number of the board knew nothing. As to the use of proper 
instruments, he understood the price of them varied from £35 to £400; but, 
as this gas-testing was a perfectly new thing, it was probable that in twelve 
months time they might obtain instruments of a modified character, and at 
a considerably lower price. Therefore he did not think that they ought to 
go into such a heavy expense instanter, but should wait, before incurring it, 
until they had more experience of their working. 

The CuaArrMAN said that Mr. Carpmael had spoken of the previous order 
of the board; and, having referred to it, he found that no general powers 
were conferred on the committee. 

It was then arranged that the subject should be left in the hands of the 
committee, and the matter dropped. 





Fripay, Ocroner 18, 

At the meeting of the board held this day, it was resolved, on the motion 
of Mr. Freeman, seconded by Mr. CreLtin—* That the committee of the 
whole board on the Sale of Gas Acts, be empowered to make all the arrange- 
ments which may be necessary for carrying the several provisions of those 
Acts into effect, reporting their proceedings from time to time to this board.” 


METROPOLIS GAS SUPPLY. 
Crry Court or Sewers, Guinpuati, Turspay, Ocroser 8. 

Mr. Haywoop, the engineer to the commissioners, called attention to the 
contracts for lighting the public lamps in the City. He reminded the court 
that, in the natural course of things, the existing contracts would not termi- 
nate until Midsummer, 1862, and stated that, under the provisions of the 
Metropolis Gas Act, those contracts might be terminated by the companies on 
the 1st of February next. It was essential that the court should ascertain 
whether the companies intended to avail themselves of the power which the 
Act thus gave them; and, if so, the commissioners should take immediate 
steps to obtain fresh tenders. 

The CuatrMan (Deputy Christie) said, it was not a matter that was 
optional with the gas companies. The Act of Parliament provided that all 
existing contracts should remain in statu quo until the Ist of February next, 
at which time, whether the parties were willing or not, they peremptorily 
ceased, 

Mr. Haywoop said, that being the case, the matter should be at once 
taken up, and advertisements for fresh tenders issued. 

Mr. WALTER moved—* That the question of the contracts for lighting the 
public lamps be referred to the general purposes committee. 

Mr. Daw, the chief clerk, suggested that it would be better to refer the 
matter to the special committee appointed to consider the gas question, as 
the contracts turned so much upon the Act of Parliament. 

The motion, as altered, was agreed to, 

Mr. ELLictr presented a communication from an inhabitant of King 
William Street, complaining of the late period of the evening at which the 
public lamps were lighted in that locality. 

The CHAIRMAN said the contract for the public lighting stipulated that 
the lamps should be lighted from sunset to sunrise. Each lamplighter had 
one hour’s work ; and the lighting commenced half an hour before sunset. 
Some portion of each district, therefore, was not lighted until after the sti- 
pulated time. Possibly, King William Street might be the end of one of 
these districts. 

Mr. Exuiorr said, the inhabitants complained that the lamps were not 
lighted till half-past six o’clock in the evening, which, at this time of year, 
was too late. IPf the commissioners had power under their contract, it would 

erhaps be well for them to arrange with the company to leave London 
Bridge, where there were no houses, until after the streets were lighted. | 

Mr. Haywoop said half-past six o’clock was too lute to defer the lighting 
of King William Street. A communication should be sent to the company. 

The inspector of the district was called in, and instructed to look after 
the matter. In answer to an inquiry, he stated that the company commenced 
lighting the lamps soon after-five o’clock. 





Turspay, Ocr. 15. 
The usual Weekly Meeting of the Commissioners was held this day—}| 
Deputy Cristie in the chair. 
PUBLIC LIGHTING CONTRACTS. 
Dr. ABRAHAM moved—* That it be referred to the engineer and medical | 


officer to consider the conditions of the contracts for public lighting, having | | 


special reference to the increased illuminating power of the gas to be sup- 
plied, and the possibility of carburating the gas by the process of the Car- | 
burating Gas Company.” H 
Mr. Fricker seconded the motion. 
Deputy Harrison asked whether the adoption of the plan would be likely | 
to lead to a reduction in the price of gas ? 
Dr. ABRAHAM thought it would not. Still the subject was one which | 
ought to be inquired into, and it would be a satisfaction to the public to! 
know the result. 
The motion was adopted. 
CITY GAS COMPANY'S TESTING-HOUSE. 


Mr. Daw (the chief clerk) suid he had received the following letter from 
the City Gas Company :— 
City of London Gaslight and Coke Company, Dorset Street, 
Salisbury Square, Oct. 11, 1861. 


Dear Sir,—I am instructed by the directors to request you will be pleased to | 


submit to the Commissioners of Sewers, at their next meeting, the enclosed copy of 
a letter which they have addressed to Dr. Letheby, touching the engagement of a 


| room, at No. 61, Hatton Garden, for the purpose of the company’s gas being tested, | 
, , : - 56 é 


in accordance with the provisions of the Gas (Metropolis) Bill, 1860. | 
The directors instruct me to add, that, should the commissioners or Dr. Letheby | 





deem it more convenient that the place for testing should be within the City, they | 
ure prepared, on receiving such an intimation, to select a spot within the district 





lighted by the company; and also to say that it is not the intention to ayail 

themselves of the 28th section of the Act, by which it is required that the examiner 

shall give three hours notice of his intention to test the illuminating power and 

purity of the gas supplied by this company.—1 remain, &c., 
Joseph Daw, Esq. 





ii. J. Mitvan, 
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[Copy of letter enclosed. ] 
London, Sept. 13, 1861. 


Sir,—I am instructed by the directors of this company to inform you that, in 
accordance with the requirements of the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860, they have 
engaged a room at No. 61, Hatton Garden, for the purpose of the company’s gas 
being tested as to its purity and illuminating power, and that the same is being 
fitted up with the necessary meter and apparatus. The directors further instruct 
me to say, they hope this locality will be convenient to you; and that they will, at 
all times, be ready to afford any assistance that may be required.—I am, &c., 

H. Letheby, Esq., M.B. R. J. MILuar. 

The CHAIRMAN said a similar communication was made to the court a few 
weeks ago by the Great Central Company, and it was referred to the special 
committee for consideration, 

Dr. ABRAHAM, in moving that the letter just received be referred to the 
same committee, said he did not know whether this was one of the fruits of 
the agitation now going on in the City. All he could say was, that if it 
were, it was by no means the sort of concession which would satisfy the 
wants of the consumers. The gas companies must do something more 
extensive, and something more in accordance with what was due to their 
customers, before they would give thorough satisfaction. The gas consumers 
of the City believed that they had been most thoroughly taken in by the 
the companies, who had converted a bill intended for the benefit of the 
public into a bill for the profit, advantage, and monopoly of the gas under- 
takers. He had been told that the companies intended to offer some con- 
cession ; but, if this was all, he, for one, could tell them that he was far 
from being satisfied with it. 

The CHAIRMAN said he believed this notice had been sent in conformity 
with the Act of Parliament. The gas companies were bound, within a 
certain period, to fix upon some spot, and erect the necessary apparatus for 
the purpose of having their gas tested; and, as this board had the super- 
vision of gas matters in the City, they had aright to be consulted as to 
whether the spot so selected was a suitable one. In carrying out their obli- 
gations in this respect, the City Gas Company now reported the site they had 
chosen, and asked the sqgeovel of the court. 

Dr. ABRAHAM said the chairman had only stated a part of the case. There 
was nothing in the Act of Parliament to compel the company to forego the 
three hours notice, which they offered to do. 

The CHAIRMAN said, perhaps that concession originated in what had been 
done by the court. When Alderman Dakin attended a short time previously, 
he (the chairman), knowing the serious objection which the committee felt 
to the three hours notice, took upon himself to ask the alderman whether 
the Great Central Company were prepared to forego their right in that 
respect > Alderman Dakin at once said that they were, and that they would 
be satisfied with their gas being tested at any part of the City. In conse- 
quence of the Central Company giving up that right, he imagined, the City 
Company also stated their willingness to adopt the same course. 

Dr. ABRAHAM said, as he knew the chairman was very much in the secret 
of the gas companies, he would like to ask him whether they were prepared 
to withdraw their notice of the intended increase of charge to the gas 
consumers ? 

The CHArRMAN said he could speak for some of the companies surrounding 
the City, but he knew nothing at all about those within the City boundary. 

The motion was agreed to. 

THE LATE METER INSPECTOR. 

Mr. Daw said he had received a letter from Mr. Taunton, the late in- 
spector of gas-meters, asking for the payment of his salary, as required by 
the order of the justices, dated May 5, 1860. The court was aware of the 
circumstances under which Mr. Taunton had resigned his appointment ; and 
probably, as the matter was still under the consideration of the justices, it 
would be better to refer this letter to the committee who had been instructed 
to confer with the magistrates. ; : 

The CHAIRMAN said, the general purposes committee hed had an interview 
with the justices upon this subject. There was some dispute as to the amount 
which Mr. Taunton was entitled to; and, from what took place at the inter- 
view, he should recommend the court to do nothing until they obtained the 
justices order. ’ 2 

Deputy Harrison recommended that Mr. Taunton be informed it was a 
matter in which the court had no jurisdiction. 

Mr. Wartertow said the court were bound to pay the inspector’s salary. 

Mr. Daw said the question was, how much they had to pay ? 

Deputy Harrison said the justices who appointed Mr. Taunton had to 
determine the amount he should receive. As soon as the court got their 
order, they would pay it; but, until then, they could take no notice of Mr. 
Taunton’s application. There was no reason why the court should take 
things out of their regular course; they had quite enough to do without 
that. 

The CHAIRMAN: Then you recommend that the letter should be handed 
back to him, with an intimation that we can have nothing to do with it 
until we receive the order of the justices ? . 

Deputy Harrison: Yes; otherwise it stands on our books as something 
to be attended to hereafter. 

Mr. Daw: You have had an order from the justices as long ago as the Sth 
|| of May, 1860, to pay Mr. Taunton £200 a year; but circumstances occurred 
which led to his resigning the appointment. In the interim, however, he 
carried on certain work, and it must be matter of arrangement as to what 
sum he is to be paid for that. ? 

Mr. Younc: It is not a matter of arrangement at all. Under the Act, 
Mr. Taunton has done nothing; and, therefore, is not entitled to any re- 
muneration. This matter was discussed before the justices, and I myself put 
that question. 7 

The CHAIRMAN: Then the court make no order upon the subject. 





Court or Common CovuNCIL. 


|| At a Meeting of the Court, held at the Guildhall of the City of London, 
on Thursday, the 17th of October—the Right Hon. the Lorp Mayor in 
the chair, g ’ 

The Town-Cuerk read the following petition from inhabitants of the 
ward of Bishopsgate :— 

The memorial of the undersigned inhabitants of the ward of Bishopsgate, 
Showeth— 

That the Metropolis Gas Act, while destroying the protection exercised by the 
Great Central Gas Consumers Act, does not guarantee to the consumers a supply of 
gas of the requisite illuminating power and purity. 

That the mode of testing the gas, and the difficulty of proving the supply of bad 
|| gas, together with the powers given to the companies, of substituting a more ex- 
pensive quality of gas than that now used, are detrimental to the interests of the 
consumers, and give facilities for evading the penalties of the Act. 
|; . That the supply of gas in the City of London having hitherto been satisfactory, 
| the citizens have been exempt trom the operation of the Act. 

That the Great Central Gas Company, to whom the citizens have looked for pro- 
tection from former exorbitant charges, has yet given no reason to justify its com- 
| bination with the other gas companies to raise the price of gas. 
| 
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Your petitioners, therefore, humbly pray your honourable court to consider the 
question of gas supply to the City, the propriety of an application to Parliament for 
an amendment of the existing Act, or for the exemption of the City from its opera- 
tion, or for the erection of works by the corporation of London, to supply the inha- 
bitants of this City with gas. 

Mr. Cox: I think it would be a matter of convenience, and, therefore, I 
beg to move—“ That the report from the: law, parliamentary, and City 
courts committee, on the several references to them relative to the Metro-|' 
polis Gas Act, 1860, be now read.” 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Town-Cierk read the following report :— 


We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, of your law, parliamentary, and City 
courts committee—to whom, on the 4th day of October, 1860, it was referred to 
consider the provisions of the Metropolis Gas Act, and report forthwith in what 
manner and to what extent they affect the interests of the gas consumers in the 
City ; and to whom, on the 18th day of October last, it was an instruction, in con- 
sidering the provisions of the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860, especially to report on the 
56th section, and as to what steps were taken to prevent any portion of the 
alleged expense of £7000 in obtaining that Act being thrown upon the citizens of 
London, through the Metropolitan Board of Works; and to whom it was also re- 
ferred, on the 19th day of September last, to take into consideration, in connexion 
with the Great Central Gas Consumers Act of 1851, and also the Metropolis Gas Act, 
the letter advertised in the public journals, dated the 2nd of September last, signed by 
the chairmen of the three City gas companies, giving notice to the gas consumers 
that, on and after Michaelmas next, the charge will be at the rate of 4s. 6d. per 
1000 feet of the ordinary coal-gas ; and that the committee confer with the Commis- 
sioners of Sewers on the whole subject of the supply of gas to the City, and report 
thereon forthwith to the court—do certify :— : 

That we duly proceeded therein, and were attended by Dr. Abraham, the mover 
of the first and last reference, whom we heard upon the subject; that we were also 
attended by Mr. Remembrancer, with whom we conferred, and with Mr. Solicitor, 
who informed us that, by direction of the Court of Sewers, he had prepared a case 
for the consideration of counsel; and, under the circumstances, your committee | 
thought it advisable not to take any steps until such opinion was obtained. 

On the 7th day of October instant, we were again attended by Dr. Abraham, the 
mover of the reference of the 29th of September last, whom we heard relative to the 
24th section of the Great Central Gas Act, 1851, and the preamble and several clauses 
of the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860. We were also attended by Mr. Remembrancer, | 
whom we again heard ; and we referred the whole subject to a committee, with in- | 
structions to confer with the Commissioners of Sewers thereon. The special com- 
mittee reported to us that they had conferred with the Commissioners of Sewers, 
who informed them that they had had a case prepared by the solicitor, and had taken 
the opinion of Mr. Recorder, Mr. Bovill, Q.C., and Mr. Gibbon, special pleader, ; 
thereon ; which case and opinion were laid before your special committee, and from 
which it appeared that, in the opinion of counsel, the provisions of the Metropolis 
Gas Act of 1860 override those of the Great Central Gas Consumers Act and those 
of the City of London Gaslight and Coke Company’s Act; and that the City cannot 
be made to contribute to the expenses referred to in the second reference to us, as 
the 56th section of the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860, does not include the City of 
London. oe 

The special committee have also had laid before them, by the Commissioners of 
Sewers, the original deed of covenant by the Great Central Gas Company with the | | 
Commissioners of Sewers, of the 12th of February, 1850; and, upon examination, | | 
they find that the provisions of that deed were only in force until the Act of 1851 
came into operation. 

The special committee have reported to your committee that, having conferred | 
with the Commissioners of Sewers, and having considered the case laid before counsel | 
and the opinion given thereon, as well as the original deed of covenant by the Great | 
Central Gas Consumers Company, and having also examined a copy of a portion of 
the map referred to in clause 6 of the Metropolis Gas Act, they are of opinion that 
the City gas campanies have the power of charging 4s. 6d. per 1000 cubic feet for | 
gas, and that the whole question of the supply of gas to the City is now regulated by | 
the Act of 1860; that the statutory contract with the Great Central Gas Consumers 
Company is put an end to by that Act, they having elected to come within its pro- | 
visions at once. 

Your committee fully concur in the report of the special committee, and have | 
thought it desirable to report the same to your honourable court; but they propose | 
to confer further with the Commissioners of Sewers, with respect to the last part of | 
the reference of the 19th of September—‘‘ On the whole subject of the supply of gas 
to the City ’’— and to report thereon to this court ; all which they submit. | 

Deputy Pitcuer said, in the absence of Alderman Copeland, who was | 
prevented from being present by a most important engagement, he would | 
ask permission to occupy his place. The petition, which had been read, | 
was agreed to at a most numerous ward meeting, convened at a very short | | 
notice—300 of the inhabitants of Bishopsgate being present when the peti- | 
tion was adopted. It had afterwards received the signatures of 500 con- | 
sumers of the district, in the course of two or three days, which was a 
pretty clear proof of the opinion of the citizens as to the Metropolis Gas 
Act. The inhabitants of the ward which he represented, complained of a} | 
great want of good faith on the part of the gas companies, particularly on || 
the part of one company. (Cheers.) They, in common with other con- | | 
sumers of gas in the City, looked to the Great Central Company as a bul- 
wark against the monopoly which they now found to exist, and, in doing so, 
they had been most egregiously deceived. They felt that they were in- I] 
jured in this matter, because gas had now become one of the necessaries of 
life; and they complained that the Great Central Company should have 
combined with the other two companies to raise the price of that article. || 
It was held out to them, when this company was started, that the price 
should never exceed 4s. per 1000—nay, it was held out to them, that it| 
might be as low as 3s.; but, instead of that, they now found that not only | 
was it raised above 4s., but, that there was every probability, if this court | 
and the citizens at large did not take some strong measures to prevent it, | 
that they would be called upon hereafter to pay the maximum price of | 
5s. 6d. per 1000, There was a most extraordinary clause in the Metropolis | 
Gas Act, which empowered the directors of the metropolis gas companies, 
if they thought proper, to substitute cannel gas for common coal-gas, and 
to charge the consumers at the rate of 7s. 6d. per 1000. Looking to these 
facts, and the great want of good faith which had been exhibited, the 
citizens of London might fairly complain, and they were only asking that 
which was reasonable and proper when they asked this court to interfere 
and prevent the threatened rise in the price of gas. He hoped that the 
companies would reconsider this matter, and retrace their steps. If they 
were disposed to carry out their Acts of Parliament, and let things remain 
as they were, the citizens of London, who were very reasonable, would be | 
content, and there would be an end of the agitation. But, if they persisted) 
in charging the additional price, he could assure them that the agitation | 
would certainly be maintained against them. He concluded by moving—) 
“That the petition be referred to the law, parliamentary, and city courts 
committeee to examine and report. 


Mr. Horpcoop seconded the motion. The petition, he said, was signed 
by 500 of the persons who aided the Great Central Company in bringing 
their pipes into the City; it was not, therefore, to be considered as an| 
ordinary case of grumbling because of the increase in the price of an article. | 
These were the men who stood foremost, and agreed to take gas of the | 
Great Central Company, to enable them to commence their operations. | 
Those members of the court who were also Commissioners of Sewers at the | | 
time of the establishment of that company, knew what great assistance was 
rendered to them on that occasion; and he (Mr. Hopgood) would say, in 
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the strongest language he was permitted to use, that a greater breach of 
common honesty—a greater violation of an implied contract—he had never 
known than that which they had just been guilty of. It was stated at the 
time the company was formed, that gas could be manufactured at Is. 9d. 
per 1000 feet; and the company entered into a contract with a gentleman 
well known in the City, to make gas for them at that price. It was then 
said, very fairly, that the margin of 4s. was ample to repay the company, 
and that, though they would commence by charging 4s. per 1000, they had 
not the least doubt whatever that the charge would ultimately be 3s., and 
perhaps 2s. Gd., per 1000. If these statements were mere random state- 
ments, and these gentlemen came to the Commissioners of Sewers on mere 
random ideas, that was one thing; but he, for one, believed them to be re- 
spectable men, who knew what they were about, and who gave that gua- 
rantee in good faith; and yet, some years afterwards, they were parties to 
smuggling the Act under discussion through Parliament. It was in con- 
sequence of this that the petitioners felt that they had been deceived. 

Mr. Cox supported the motion. The petition, he said, very fairly put 
before the court what action should be taken by the citizens. In reference 
to the report of the committee which had been read, he might state that the 
committee had been waiting for some time to obtain the opinion of counsel ; 
but, finding the notion was gaining ground out of doors that the Great 
Central Company had gone beyond their powers, and that they were bound 
by the 24th section of their Act not to charge more than 4s. per 1000 feet 





1860, could repeal—the committee thought it better to report what they 
had done to the present time, so that all questions on these points 
might be set at rest. There could be no doubt, he thought, that the statu- 
tory contract made with the Commissioners of Sewers by the Great 
Central Company in 1850, had been absolutely put an end to by the Metro- 
polis Gas Act of 1860, and that the whole question of the supply of gas to 
the City of London was regulated by that Act. It was no use trying to 
upset that opinion, which had been given after full consideration of the 
subject. Then came the question which the committee had not gone into, 
and which they asked further time to consider; and this petition, going 
back to them with the report just read, would enable them to deliberate 
upon the alternative suggestions made by the petitioners. But, before 
recommending that the corporation should apply to Parliament, he 
would like to ask the court to take it into their consideration what the 
serious consequences of that would be. Why should they involve them- 
selves in a contest with the gas companies of the City of London? Were 
they to go into an expenditure of £15,000 to fight these companies? Had 
not the citizens at this moment the remedy in their own hands? For- 
tunately, the City was not like the rest of the metropolis; there the con- 
sumers had no remedy; but it was not so with the City of London. The 
consumers in the City contracted with the Great Central Company, in 1851, 
to supply them with gas at 4s.; and, in 1860—by what means he would not 
say, for he thought they would not bear investigation—had, behind their 
backs, and without their consent or knowledge, entirely rescinded that 
contract. Now, he said that the citizens had the remedy in their own 
hands. There was not « portion of thejCity now lighted by the Great Central 
Company in which one of the other companies was not in a position to fur- 
nish a supply; and, although in any case the consumers must pay 4s. 6d. 
per 1000, they might let the Great Central Company know they would 
take gas from the other companies, at that price, rather than from them. 
As soon as there were a sufficient number of disinterested and honest 
men ready to adopt that course, a competition would be created, which, 
unless the Great Central Company intended to retire from the lighting 
of the City altogether, would compel them once more gladly to avail 
themselves of the terms of the original contract. That was the view which 
he took as distinguished from the recommendations of the petitioners, al- 
though he promised the court that those recommendations would receive 
all the attention of the committee, which they certainly deserved. He 
thought, however, that the petitioners should not ask the corporation to 
become gas manufacturers, or to go to Parliament to oppose the companies 
until they had tried the remedy, which was in their own hands. They 
should act upon the old adage—* God helps those that helps themselves;” 
and, if they did that, he thought there would be no necessity for the cor- 
poration to take any adverse action either one way or the other. He had 
felt it his duty to explain that the reason why the committee had made 
@ report on that occasion was, that they were anxious to set at rest all 
questions as to how the supply of gas in the City was now regulated, and 
the right which the Great Central Company had to raise the price. 

Mr. Fricker said there was no doubt the petition was entitled to the 
greatest consideration of the court—not only that portion of it which re- 
lated to the price of gas, but also that part which referred to the manufac- 
ture of gas by the corporation. This petition was not the low murmuring 
of a few discontented gas burners, puffed into a flame by a few agitators; it 
was the spontaneous exhibition of the opinion of a large meeting in Bishops- 
gate, attended by 300 of the inhabitants, and had since received the signa- 
tures of 500 consumers of gas in the ward. The petitioners complained— 
and very justly complained—because they believed that an Act of Parlia- 
ment, first of all intended for their protection, had been turned into an in- 
strument of oppression against them, in order to take money from their 

kets and put it into the grasping hands of those who were the share- 
olders in this gas “consumers” company. He felt that he was entitled to 
use strong language in this case, because this company, by all commercial 
ties, was bound to stand by the side of the gas consumers in the hour of 
difficulty. How was it that they were now found no longer supporting 
those who supported them, and nursed them with so much care when 
they first came into existence? The corporation and the citizens of London 
gave them all the assistance they could, when they were first established, 
and what benefit did they now get for it? Why, they were charged 6d. per 
1000 more for their gas. He had no confidence in the company; he believed 
they would take every advantage which was in their power; and he had 
every reason to suppose they would from what they had already done. The 
worthy alderman on the bench (Alderman Dakin) had told them, in 
language which made it appear as though he was conferring a favour upon 
them, that they were to have better gas. But the citizens did not want it. 
He believed the consumers of gas in the City would give the Great Central 
Company credit for having well performed their contract, and they were 
content with the supply they already had. They did not want purer gas, 
nor a stronger light. What they wanted was, that wholesome competition, 
by means of which they would be able to obtain gas at a reasonable price, 
and not be placed under the ban of a monopoly. He hoped that, when this 
matter went before the committee, the whole subject would be fully con- 
sidered; and he had no doubt that the citizens of London would always do 
as they had always done—make their wants known and felt. It would 
almost be supposed that the gas companies were in a state of the greatest 
difficulty, or they would not desert their own supporters. He had been 
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told by a friend, who was the holder of 140 or 150 shares in the Great Cen-| | 
tral Company, that for some time they paid 10 per cent., then 7 per cent., | 
and afterwards 8 per cent., but, at last, they only got 6 per cent.; and this | 
person attributed the falling off to the bad management of the executive, | 
rather than to any diminution in the consumption of gas. He had every | 
confidence that, if this petition were sent to the committee, the question | 
would be fully considered. 
Mr. BesLrY was anxious to call the attention of Alderman Dakin to the| 
fact that the great complaint of the consumers was not so much the price | 
of gas, as it was that the year after next they would be precluded from the | 
benefit of that competition which the previous speaker had alluded to. By) 
the Metropolis Gas Act, the Government had the power, in 1863, to divide | 
the whole of the City into sections, and give to each company a separate | 
district. At present, the mains of the Great Central Company extended | 
over the whole City; so that, if the consumers had any fault to find with | 
either of the other companies, they could change their source of supply—| 
and this they regarded as a most valuable check and protection. But, atter 
1863, it would no longer exist; and, whether they got a deficient supply or 
a bad article, there would be no remedy for them. This was one fact in 
connexion with the present state of legislation upon the subject; and there 
were many other facts, into the consideration of which the committee had 
gone. He hoped that the result of their inquiry would be, to etlect such an 
arrangement with the Great Central Company as to destroy the combina- 
tion into which they had entered, and preserve that state of wholesome 





Dr. ABRAHAM said he hoped the petition now before the court was only 
one of many that would be presented upon this subject. He hoped that 


into consideration; and, if such means were insuflicient to bring the gas 
companies to a sense of their obligations to the inhabitants of the City, he 
very much doubted whether anything short of new legislation would do it. 
It was all very well for his friend, Mr. Cox, to say that the citizens could, if 
they chose, snuff out the Great Central Gas Company. _ If they had their 
deserts, that would be done immediately. (Laughter.) But, if his worthy 
friend would look at the Act of Parliament, he would find that,in course of 
time, that company would have a district separate and independent, which 
could not be intruded upon by the other companies, as was now the case 
in the other parts of the metropolis. Was it likely that, as this very un- 
natural union and combination between the three companies had been 
formed, the two would desert the other? Was it likely that the Great 
Central Gas Company, which had confederated with the other companies 
to raise the price of gas, would be forsaken by the other two? It was not 
likely. If there was to be a remedy, it must be applied by the entire body 
of the gas consumers. It had been said more than once, by his friend, 
the alderman, who was chairman of the Great Central Gas Company, that 
that company had nothing to do in this matter but to obey the law. Why, 
the Great Central Gas Company was one of those companies which peti- 
tioned against the bill when it was introduced into Parliament. Then, 
how came the bill altered to its present shape? The Great Central Gas 
Company’s Act was taken as a model for it; and, in that Act, the price was 
restricted to 4s. per 1000 feet. They had in that Act all the aid they 
needed, to compel the gas companies to fulfil their duties; and when the 
bill, as introduced into Parliament, was brought before the Court of Sewers, 
they carefully and scrutinizingly examined it. There was no oversight in 
the matter; no march was stolen upon the commission, but they overhauled 
this bill with the greatest care, examined it as minutely as possible, and 
the result was, they came to the deliberate conclusion that there was 
nothing in it that they could fairly petition Parliament against. There 
were thirteen gas companies, together with their thirteen counsel, opposed 
to the bill tooth and nail; and the House of Commons occupied twenty-two 
days in its consideration. But, notwithstanding the battling of the gas 
companies, the sense of justice, the judgment and wisdom of the committee, 
gave the consumers a better bill than they had introduced. He would read 
some of the clauses, (No, no.) It was because the committee reported to 
the House a better bill than was introduced that the gas companies and 
their counsel retired when they found the committee had adopted the clauses. 
Those clauses, though admitting the principle of districting, restricted the 
price to 4s. for any light less than 15 sperm candles—and, he might say, 
' established a Government inspection and examination of their accounts; 
limiting their dividend to 8 per cent. in the place of 10, as in other cases, 
while every means which it was possible to apply to see that the gas com- 
panies were honest in keeping their accounts, and laid out their money 
legitimately, were adopted. But the gas companies, though they wanted a 
monopoly, did not want to yield to these restrictions; and they, therefore, 
opposed these clauses, and, as soon as they found that the committee had 
agreed to them, they and their counsel left the committee ina body. When 
the committee returned to the House with these clauses in the bill, they 
found that, in the meantime, the gas companies had been agitating the 
whole joint-stock interest; the railway companies, the water companies of 
the kingdom, and actually the Stock Exchange, which represented, it was 
said, something like five or six hundred millions of money, petitioned against 
the bill, and the ministry found that the gas interest was so overwhelming 
that, if brought to a division, the bill would have been thrown out by three 
to one. Then the chairman of the committee, Mr. Sotheron Estcourt, was 
requested to take the bill back again, and it was accordingly recommitted 
for fresh consideration. In the interval, clauses were prepared by the gas 
companies, and their counsel (and his friend the alderman was chairman 
of one of the companies), which completely altered the character of the 
bill. When it was brought back to the House, there was nobody to oppose 
it; indeed, there was nobody to oppose it in committee when it went back 
for reconsideration, as the Commissioners of Sewers were not before the 
House. They had never petitioned against the bill; it was so completely 
identical with their own, that it would have appeared utterly selfish on 
their part, if they had endeavoured to prevent the metropolitan vestries 
from gaining the same advantages as they had been enjoying in the City 
for the past ten years, and which had been found to work so satisfactorily. 
Indeed, it would have been 7 unjustifiable, and, therefore, the com- 
missioners did not petition for a focus standi in respect of this bill. He 
asked, was it right for the chairman of the Great Central Gas Company to 
speak in that way, when this measure was obtained by these means, and 
he challenged his friend to dispute one word he had spoken with regard to 
the way in which that bill was obtained? He asked whether, although the 
Metropolis Gas Act did not repeal one single line of the Great Central Act, 
but merely overrode it, the moral obligations between the citizens of London 
and the Great Central Gas Company were not still extant? The citizens 
Were prepared to stand by them, but they had forsaken the citizens of 
London; and, if ever there was a case in which it was justifiable for the con- 
sumers of gas in the City to say—* You have betrayed your trust, you have 
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done, this was that case. He did not want to occupy the time of the court 
longer than was really necessary; but he could not help protesting—indeed, 
he could never speak upon this subject without protesting—against a power 
conceded to the gas companies in the Metropolis Gas Act, which did not 
exist in any gas Act besides—that of permitting them, whenever they 
pleased, to use cannel instead of ordinary coal. They possessed that 
power, and he was confident that, if the Act of Parliament had not been so 
hurriedly obtained, this would not have been permitted, for he understood 
that, when it came out of committee, and was reported to the House, it 
passed through in twenty-four hours; and that the House adopted it exactly 
as it came out of the committee; and that there were new clauses intro- 
duced by the gas companies, resulting in that state of confusion which they 
now found in the Act. The City solicitor had very properly said that it 
was a piece of crude legislation, and that there were parts in it which it 
would be impossible for any lawyer, however astute and learned he might 
be, to say what were the legal bearings, when they came to bring the Act 
into operation. He said the committee of the House of Commons never 
could have understood the very important difference between cannel coal 
and ordinary coal-gas; and, if they had, they would never have given per- 
mission to any gas company to say to its customers—“ You shall have the 
one or the other, just as we please.” Cannel coal-gas had a much higher 
illuminating power; and, if they merely wanted it for illumination, it was 
likely no great injustice would be done by conceding to the company the 
power to substitute one for the other. 
used for many purposes besides illumination. It was used for heating pur- 
poses, and cannel gas was incomparably inferior to common coal-gas; so 
that those who used it for heating would have to pay 7s. 6d. for every 


they now got for 4s. 6d. 
exceedingly objectionable, and extremely injurious to furniture cf all kinds. 
It was very easy for the gas companies to say—‘“ Oh! we have no intention 
to do this, that, or the other;” but he said, as far as he could judge, the 
intention on the part of the companies was to make their undertakings 
commercially as beneficial as possible, regardless of any individual's interest, 
or anything but themselves. He saw a desire to do this on their part, and, 
when he knew that they could get one-third more profit by supplying cannel 
gas at 7s. 6d. than common gas at 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet, and when he knew 
that some of the companies—one of them, at all events—was very needy, it 
was not too much to fear that a very early opportunity would be taken to 
use the Act of Parliament, so as to bring into the cotiers of the company the 
largest amount of income possible, in order to swell out their dividends. 
There was a power in the bill which was not possessed by the Great Central 
Company in their Act at all. It was a power to lay by 10 per cent., no 
matter what the price of gas might be. Under their own Act, they could 
not lay by 10 per cent. until they had reduced the price of gas to 3s.—so 
that now they had the power to recoup themselves any losses which they 
had had; of making up their dividend to 10 per cent. forthe last six years: 
of laying by £20,000, or 10 per cent. upon their capital; and, if that could 
not be done with gas at 4s. or 4s. 6d., he had no doubt they would do it by 
using cannel gas, and charging 7s. 6d. He had much pleasure in support- 
ing the motion that the petition should go to the committee; and he hoped 
to have one or two more petitions to present to the court on this question, 
and that every other ward in the City would follow the same example. 


Alderman Dakin joined in the expression of satisfaction at the prospect 
of the petition being referred to the committee, where, he believed, its alle- 
|gations would be thoroughly sifted by those who understood the question; 
and, he ventured to say, that a very different opinion would then be formed 
ito that which had been given utterance to thisday. He would add his con- 
viction that, when Dr. Abraham was theroughly enlightened on the point, 
as to the cost and illuminating power of cannel gas as compared with 
common gas, he would arrive at a different conclusion to that which he had 
'expressed—as to the profit to the manufacturers, and advantage to the con- 
sumers. If he consulted any well-informed man on the matter, he would 
jfind that the use of cannel gas would be of infinitely greater benefit to the 
consumers, and less profitable to the makers, than common gas. He 
|(Alderman Dakin) was very greatly obliged to his honourable friend for his 
generous and kind wish to “snuff out” the Great Central Company. His 
friend on the opposite bench (Mr. Cox) had proposed a more gradual, but 
equally efficacious, mode of extinguishing the company. The Doctor 
thought they should go off at once by apoplexy; while his worthy friend 
on the other side would adopt the gradual process of blood-letting, so that, 
ultimately, they would sink by atrophy. (Laughter.) Either proposition 
showed the amiable feelings with which the company were regarded. His 
friend, Dr. Abraham, must know very well that, whatever the steps the 
Great Central Company, and the other companies which lighted the City, 
were taking, they were only doing so in accordance with the Act of Parlia- 
ment. One of the speakers had urged that they should go back to their 
old Act. The thing was impossible. They were bound, not only to the 
local authority, the Commissioners of Sewers, but any twenty gas consumers 
might, so soon as an examiner was appointed, take the company before a 
police magistrate, and punish them for any deficiency in the illuminating 
power or purity of their gas. Dr. Abraham would be able to learn from the 
little red book which he held in his hand, and from which he had quoted his 
speech, that the gas companies were in great danger from the stringency of 
the law, with regard to the purity of their gas. 

Dr. ABRAHAM said he did not admit that. 

Alderman Daxtn said his worthy friend quoted Mr. Hughes as an 
authority for one thing, but not for another. He had stated that the new 
Act contained no provision affecting the company beyond what was con- 
tained in their original Act. But, did he not know that the new Act had 
raised the standard of illuminating power from 10 to 12 sperm candles? 
And, did he not know that his authority, Mr. Hughes, stated this raising of 
the standard of light was equivalent to a bonus of £200,000 a year conferred 
upon the gas consumers of the metropolis? The company, of which he 
(Alderman Dakin) was chairman, had £250,000 invested in their under- 
taking, upon which they looked for a fair return. But they had had 
to submit to a dividend of 24 per cent. on one occasion, and were now 
under a heavy obligation, as was well known, from an accident arising in 
the course of their operations. They had never, except in one half year, 
divided 10 per cent, but had constantly been kept down to a low rate of 
dividend; and he would tell his honourable friend that, when they entered 
into a contract with the Commissioners of Sewers, it was as clearly under- 
stood that they were to have 10 per cent. for the money they had invested 
in a precarious trade, as that the citizens were to have gas at 4s. His 
honourable friend looked only at one side of the question. He said, in etiect— 
“Give us gas at 4s.; never mind whether the standard of quality israised.” 
He looked only to the public; he regarded only those who were rousing a 
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other sources, for'we cannot be worse supplied”—(cheers)—he said emphati- | spirit of discontent, and who he (Alderman Dakin) would venture to say, 
cally that, if ever there were a case in which such a thing could fairly be | very imperfectly understood the question. 


Then, with regard to the action 
of the gas companies in opposing this bill, he would say that he felt he 
should not deserve the position he held, as one of a board which had charge 
of a capital of £250,000, if he had allowed any measure affecting the inte- 
rests of those whom he represented to be introduced into Parliament, with- 
out having counsel present to protect them. If he had not resisted the] | 
attempt to obtain 20 per cent. additional illuminating power for the 
consumers, without an equivalent in price to the company, he would have 
signally failed in his duty, and would not deserve the confidence of any 
constituency whatever. ‘The honourable gentleman (Deputy Pilcher) was 
not accustomed to use harsh language, and, therefore, he (Alderman Dakin) 
regretted that, on this occasion, he had spoken of “want of good faith "— 
(hear, hear)—and of the Great Central Company doing something behind 
the backs of the consumers. Why, did not that gentleman, in his profes- 
sional capacity, know that all matters of legislation were carried on in the 
most careful way; that all parties who were interested had full notice of 
what was occurring within the walls of Parliament, and were invited, 
and it was their duty to go, and see that their own interests were not 
sacrificed? All those matters were done in open daylight, and with- 
out concealment. He believed that this Act of Parliament would 
ultimately give great satisfaction to the citizens of London, who would 
get more than an equivalent for the increase in price by the augmented 
power and purity of the gas supplied. Mr. Fricker, in his speech, 
told the court that the consumers did not want stronger or purer gas. He 
(Alderman Dakin) ventured to say that, if the honourable member broached 
that doctrine anywhere else than where the additional 6d. per 1000 feet was 
in question, it would be at once repudiated. By getting stronger gas, the 
consumers would save the 6d. per 1000; and, by having a purer gas, they 
would save their health, by having a more wholesome atmosphere around 
them during its consumption. He could truly suy that, during the last ten 
years, the Great Central Company had, according to the testimony borne 
in that court, faithfully and honestly done their duty. They had been the 
means of saving the citizens some £50,000 a year, or about half a million of 
money in all, And when, at the end of ten years, Parliament, in its wisdom, 
thought fit to revise the whole subject, and to take the question of the 
metropolitan gas supply in its own hands, stipulating that there should be 
higher illuminating power and strict enactments as to purity, it was the 
duty of that company cheerfully to obey the law, and fulfil the obligations 
thus imposed upon them. He believed that, the more the subject was ven- 
tilated, the more those crude and imperfect notions which had this day been 
given utterance to would be exploded; and that, when the matter was fully 
understood, it would be seen to be mutually advantageous to all parties. 
‘To accomplish that good end, he was glad the petition would go to the com- 
mittee, convinced that, when its allegations were carefully examined, they 
would be found as unsubstantial as some of the oratory to which the court 
had just listened. 

Mr. RicHARDsON said the Metropolis Gas Act, which had been repre- 
sented by the last speaker as very binding, did not contemplate that the 
Great Central Company, which was formed upon the principle of free trade, 
would become monopolists, and raise the price of gas to 4s. 6d. per 1000. 
Nor did it provide that that company should give a purer and better gas in 
future than they had been supplying for the last eight years. It was all a 
farce to say fhey were going to supply gas of 12-candles illuminating 
power, when for the last few years they had actually been giving 133. The 
company were about to repair the effects of their bad management, by 
breaking faith with the consumers; but, they might rest assured that 
public opinion, which was so powerful, would be brought to bear upon this 
question so long as was necessary to effect a remedy for this state of things. 
Those who opposed the company, were,taunted with getting up vestry 
agitations; but, he felt that they were in a proud position, while they were en- 
gaged in showing up the misdeeds of persons who ought to know better. This 
question would be well considered by the consumers of gas in the City, and he 
believed it was time the corporation took upon itself the duty of providing for the 
citizens, the meansofobtaining an article of the greatest necessity for their wel- 
fare. When he found that provincial municipalities were providing gas for 
their consumers, and when he saw that the corporation of London had already 
entered partially into railway and other speculations, he thought it was 
desirable in the interest of the consumers of gas, that the corporation 
should take upon themselves the supply of one of the greatest essentials for 
carrying on the manufacturing and commercial industry of this great City. 
If they undertook this work, they would rise in the estimation of the intel- 
ligent portion of the community, and maintain the honourable position 
they held at the present time. He would impress upon the minds of those 
who held property in these gas-works, that they held it upon a very inse- 
cure tenure, because the citizens of London were determined to oppose their 
monopoly to the utmost. He hoped that the corporation. which had always 
been the pioneer of progress, would do its duty; and, as it had undertaken 
lunatic asylums, and other things, it could surely do this, which would 
throw a little light upon the world, and would be of great advantage to the 
citizens of London. 

Mr. Puitirrs had no doubt the committee would arrive at a very difierent 
conclusion to that pointed to so boldly by the worthy alderman. 1t appeared 
to him, Jooking at the arguments employed by that gentleman and other 
speakers, the Great Central Company considered that that which was most 
in their favour was the fact of their being about to supply gas of so much 
better quality, that it would be worth while for the poor shopkeepers of the 
City to pay the advanced price for it. But why should they do this, when 
the consumers were content with the article now supplied, and which 
served their purpose equally well, at 4s.2 According to the statements 
which had been made, the company had the power, under the Metropolis 
Gas Act, of compelling the consumers to use gas of this enhanced quality 
and price, and that the public had no means of protecting themselves, but 
must pay whatever was demanded. It was all very well to talk of the 
control which the public had under this Act of Parliament; but the real 
question was, whether the public were to be charged this enormous increase 
between 4s. and 7s. Gd. per 1000 for their gas? Was it right that the power 
to enforce this should remain in the hands of the company? He believed 
that, throughout the City, there would be meetings held in every ward, and 
that the subject wonld be thoroughly ventilated. He was convinced that 
the consumers would speak ina very different strain to that which the 
advocates of the company had adopted; and he trusted the effect would be 
to produce a modification of this Act of Parliament. 

Mr. Rowe said there were always two sides toa question. The gentlemen 
who had spoken happened to be the representatives of gas consumers, but 
there ought to be some one to advocate the rights of those who had em- 
barked their capital in the hazardous undertaking of gas manufacture. 
What could have induced the inhabitants of Bishopsgate to take such a dis- 
like to the gas companies he was at a loss to understand. He had no 
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doubt it was known to most present that the vestry of that parish had | 





spent someting like £1500 or £2000 in endeavouring to defend their assess- 
ment. The‘question had been taken into a court of Jaw, and the result 
was, the assessment had been reduced three-fourths. One of the previous 
speakers had spoken about the grasping nature of gas companies. He 
would inform that honourable gentleman, that it was rather the grasping 
character of the Bishopsgate vestry that should be talked about. It was by 
such extortions as this, added to the perils of such a manufacture as 
that of gas, that the interests of shareholders in gas companies were 
very frequently jeopardized; 
10 per cent., they were not able to pay, upon an average, 6 per cent. 
He would ask honourable gentlemen around him whether, in any 
other large town away from the coal-pits, they knew of a case where gas 
was sold as low-as 4s. 6d. per 1000? He was addressing gentlemen engaged 
in commercial pursuits who, though they were naturally anxious to have 
gas as cheap as possible, had no right to require that this, which was one of 
the essentials of life, should be supplied to them at such a price as would 


fair remuneration which those who had invested their capital in such an 
undertaking were justly entitled to. Under these circumstances, he hoped 
that, when the case came before the committee—for he knew there were 
gentlemen upon that committee who were engaged in commercial pursuits— 
both the gas consumers and the proprietors of gas-works would receive a 
fair and impartial consideration. 





MARYLEBONE Vestry, SATURDAY, Ocr. 19. 

At the Weekly Sitting of the Marylebone Vestry, held at the Court 
House—Mr. Churchwarden F1LMer in the chair—the subject of the supply 
of gas produced a long discussion, arising out of letters trom the Imperial 
and Chartered Gas Companies proposing to renew their contracts expiring 
this year. The Chartered Company offered to renew their contract for the 
district they at present lighted, for three years from the ist of January 
next, at the same price, £4. 11s. per lamp. The Imperial offered to renew, 
for three years, terminable by either party at the end of the year, at £3. 11s. 
per light per annum, less 5 per cent. discount, through batswing burners, 
consuming 4 feet per hour. 

Upon a motion being made that these communications be entered upon 
the minutes, an amendment was proposed, that the letters be referred toa 
committee to report thereon. The amendment was warmly supported, 
upon the ground of the impolicy of renewing the contracts for so long a 


lighting were likely to be introduced at the forthcoming International 
Exhibition. 

Dr. BACHHOFrFNER supported the motion. So far as the Imperial Company 
was concerned, the proposal was most generous, as, in the first place, the 
charge was but £5. 5s. for what other companies were charging £3. 11s. ; 
and, as for any new invention, if it really did take place, they had the 


tract in twelve months.. 
The amendment was carried by a large 
Dr. J. Nortucote VINEN’s Ports101 ITLY REPORT ON 
PLIED BY THE SURREY ConsUMERS CoMPANY.— 


majority. 
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The volume of hy drocarbons was 3 per cent.; there was no carbonic acid, 
sulphuretted hydrogen, or ammonia, except on the 11th, when there was a 
slight trace of ammonia. The maximum pressure was 3 inches; the mini- 
mum, 6/10ths. The ordinary working pressure averaged about 1 inch. It 
will be seen by the above that, since the date of the last report, the illumi- 
nating power has increased, and now exceeds the parliamentary standard. 
Dr. Vinen has examined the gas at the testing-room provided by the com- 
pany in the Deptford Road, and found the illuminating power to be nearly 
equal to 134 candles—the exact number being 13°46. He also found that 
the burners in use were not strictly in accordance with the requirements of 
the Act of Parliament; but he defers making any report on this subject for 
the present. 

Dr. Hitiier’s Rerort ON THE GAS SUPPLIED BY THE IMPERIAL GAs 
Company IN St. Pancras.—Dr. Hillier, as gas examiner, presented his 
report to the St. Pancras vestry, on the 16th inst., as to the gas supplied to 


















the parish during the month of “September, which stated that the maximum 
light given, burned at the rate of 5 cubic feet per hour in the 15- hole argand 


The motion was then agreed to, and the report of the committee adopted. 


burner, was equal to the light of 14 standard candles; the minimum fell | 


as low as 11°1 candles; the average of all observations being 12°15 candles. 
Having found that the illuminating power, as tested by the apparatus in 
Edward Street, was lower than that required by the Act of Parliameut, he 
gave notice to the Imperial Company of his wish to test the gas at the 
experimental meter, in High Street. He found that the latter gave results 
more favourable than his own, and then discovered that the discrepancy 
arose from the difference of burner, the one used by the company being a 
new one, made of lava, although in other respects it isa 15-hole burner, 


and so far complies with the Act of Parliament; a perforated disc, however, | 


offers advantages over the ordinary ones. The difference between the two 
burners was from 1 to 1'7 candles. The question arose as to what particular 
kind of 15-hole argand burner should be taken as a standard, and he (Dr. 
Hillier) was in communication with several gas examiners on.the subject; 
on the whole, the purity of the gas had been well maintained. The reports 
were referred to the sanitary and gas committees. 

Mr. Trary’s Street TRAMwAys.—The grand jury, at the Surrey quar- 
ter sessions at Kingston, have returned a true bill against Mr. G. F. Train 
and several vestrymen of Lambeth, for a nuisance committed, by obstruct - 
ing the thoroughfare in the Kennington and Westminster Roads. The 
indictment contains five counts. The first, charges the defendants with 
obstructing the free passage on said highways by placing thereon iron rails, 
and thereby rendering said roads unsafe for the passage of vehicles and 

Lorses. Other counts charge the defendants with digging divers large holes, 

1d breaking up the roads. And other counts charge the defendants with 
conspiring together for the purpose of effecting said objects. The names 
of 23 witnesses, including several of the principal inhabitants of the parish 
and of the adjoining districts, were endorsed on the bill, but the grand 
jury did not deem it necessary to examine more than seven of them. The 
object of this indictment is, of course, not to inflict punishment upon the 
parties, but merely to abate what the parties consider to be a nuisance. It 
1s not improbable that the proceedings will be removed to the Court of 
Queen’s Bench, in order to have all Jegal questions arising fully argued. 
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lately been engaged in a rating case with one of those companies, and had | 


so that, instead of paying anything like | 


735 


| 
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| 
“ANNUAL REPORT OF “THE ‘MANCHES STER G AS COMMITTEE. | 
The following report of the Mauchester Gas Committee, for the year || 
ending at Midsummer, 1861, has been presented to the council :— 
Depreciation and Sinking-Fund Accounts. || 

In submitting the accounts of this department for the year ‘ending June 24 lest, | 


| 


your committee deem it desirable, in the first instance, to refer to the alterations 1 


which have been made during the year in the mode of providing for the renewal of | 
the works, and for repayment of the mortgage debt. On reference to the accounts 1 
of previous years, it will be found that a fixed sum of £5000 per annum has been 
charged to revenue account for depreciation, without having regard to the nature | 
or extent of the existing plant; and that a further sum of £5000 has been also set | 
aside annually for repayment of the mortgage debt, such sum having beer increased | 
in the year 1858-9 to £7500, and in the year 1859-60 to £13,306. 5s. 6d. 

With regard to the charge for depreciation, which is obviously required for 


| meeting the annually diminished value of the plant, either from actual wear and 


have no reference to the capital embarked in its manufacture, and that | 


period as three years, as great improvements in the present system of street | 


opportunity of availing themselves of its benefit by terminating the con- | 
| profit amounts to the sum of £51,825. 


tear, or in consequence of i improvements being made in the method of manufacture, 
your committee have deemed it desirable, in lieu of such fixed sum, to charge 
revenue account with a per centage upon the several classes of property, according | 
to their nature, and upon the value shown in capital account, prior to the addition | 
thereto of the outlay for the year. | 


Your committee, after much inquiry and consideration, and having taken the | | 


opinion of the city surveyor, as to the probable duration of the different classes o 
property, and the’ proportionate value of the materials at the end of those periods, 
were of opinion that, in order to maintain the accuracy of the stock account, it 





would be necessary to reduce the amounts standing therein each year as follows :— | 
DE. 6 “es oe 4 per cent. | 


Apparatus. .... 5 ” 

Street-mains 235 | 
No deduction is made from the cost of the land, ‘it being assumed that the value will | 
not at any rate lessen. | 

As will be seen on reference to the profit and loss account, the amount of the de- | 
ductions last referred to, during the past year, is £11, 372. 5 5s., being an increase |; 
upon the previous year of £637 2, 5s. | 

Your committee have also had under their consideration the question of the | 
amount to be for the future set aside annually out of revenue for the liquidation of | 
the mortgage debt, and have resolved that at the close of each financial year a sum 
equal to one-tw: entieth part of the amount borrowed and owing under the « 

of the Acts 7 and 8 Vict., cap. 41, ‘‘The Manchester New Streets Act, 1853,’ > and | 
‘*The Manchester Improvement Act, 1854;’’ and a sum equal to one-twentieth part 
of the amount which shall have been borrowed under the authority of ** The Man- 
chester Improvement Act, 1858,”’ shall be charged upon revenue account; and, in ac- 
cordance with the provisions of the several Acts before-mentioned, appropriated 
towards repayment of the mortgage debt. The sum thus set aside for the past 
year amounts to £18,980. 3s., being an increase upon the previous year of | 
£5673. 17s. 6d. 

Your committee have also resolved that the amounts so set aside, both for depre- 
ciation of the works and towards repayment of the mortgage debt, shall, as hereto- 
fore, be transferred to capital account, and be thus available either in lieu of 
borrowing further moneys for the purpose of necessary extensions of the works, or 
in repayment of the mortgages as they fall due. | 

Revenue. 

Although the anticipations of your committee, with regard to the increased con- 
sumption of gas, have not been Tully realized, the results of the operations during 
the past year are satisfactory. The rental for the year (including meter-rents, 
———. te £97. 13s. 8d.) amounts to £152,323. 19s. 3d., or only £2334. 4s. Lld. 
less than the previous year, whilst the diminution consequent upon the reduction in 
the price is equal to £13,000, or thereabouts. 

On reference to the profit and loss account, it will be observed that the gross 

Os. ld., as against £64,779. l4s. 10d. in the 
previous year. In comparing, however, the results of the two years operations, the 
sum of £13,000, being 99 amount due to the reduction in the price, and also the 
further sum of 6372. , the additional amount charged for depreciation, should 
be added to the sum of ve 51,! 25. 0s. id., thus showing, as a gross profit for the past 
year, in case no ay ge in price or in the amount of deductions had been made, the 
sum of £71,197. 5s, 1d., as against the sum of £64,779. l4s. 10d. for the year 1860. 

After pay ment ‘a interest, amounting to £16,098. 5s. 3d., and transferring to 
capital account the sum of £18,980, 3s., towards repayment of the mortgage debt, 
the balance divisible between the improvement and water-works departments for 
the year amounts to £16,746. _ 10d. Towards this amount, the sum of £10,000 
was paid on the 24th of June last, leaving a balance of 6746. lls. 10d. payable to 
those departments in equal portions on the 25th day of December next. 

Although the e fforts of your committee to increase the number of consumers, by 
letting meters on hire, instead of req juiring the parties to purchase them, have not 
as yet been very successful (the number of hired meters in use on the 24th of June 
last amounting only to 629), your committee have the satisfaction to report that the 
total number of meters at work is now 33,174, being an increase during the year of 
2846. Public Lamps. 

Since the early part of last year, your committee have had under consideration 
the question of the price charged for the gas supplied to the street lamps within the 
city; and, with the view of enabling your committee to obtain accurate informa- 
tion, a series of experiments have been conducted during the last eighteen months, 
for the purpose of ascertaining the actual consumption, both with and without the 
patent regulator, which has to some extent been adopted in the township of Man- 
chester. 

No uniformity has hitherto existed in the size and description of the burners 
used, or in the hours of lichting and extinguishing the lamps, and your committee, 
being of opinion that such uniformity should be secured, and having regard to the 
results obtained from the experiments referred to, as also to the fact that the profits 
made belong to and are appropriated for the benefit of the ratepayers, recommend 
that from and after the 25th day of December next, the No. 2 union jet burner be 
adopted throughout the city, and that the price for the gas supplied be reduced to 
25s. per lamp per annum net, whether the regulator be used or otherwise ; it being 
understood that the lamps throughout the city will be lighted during the same 
hours as at present adopted in the townships of Manchester and Hulme. 

Your committee estimate that the change now recommended will make a reduc- 
tion of £2400 in the receipts, and consequently in the annual profit of this department. 
Extensions of the Works.—No. 1, or Gaythorn Station. 

The expenditure on capital account at this station during the past year has been 
£3364. 11s. 10d., particulars of which will be found on reference to the statement of 
account. 

Your committee are proceeding with the diversion and covering over of a portion 
of the river Medlock, preparatory to the erection of the proposed new cannel stores 
and sheds, referred to in the last report presented to the council, by means of which 
an important saving will be effected in the expense of receiving and storing the 
cannel at this station. 

Your committee have made ‘the necessary arrangements with the South Junction 
and Altrincham Railway Company, and also with the owners of the adjacent pro- 
perties, and hope to be prepared to proceed with the erection of the cannel stores in 
the early part of next year. 

No, 2, or Rochdale Road Station. 

The expenditure on capital account in connexion with this station, during the 
past year, has amounted to £11,285. 7s. 5 d., the particulars of which are also given 
in the statement submitted. 

The works at both stations are in a satisfactory working condition, and your com- 
mittee are now prepared to supply a much larger quantity of gas than has been 
heretofore or is yet required, and also to meet any extraordinary demand that may 
arise from foggy weather during the winter season, 

Street Mains Store 

In consequence of the whole of the land at the two stations being required for the 
extensions in progress, your committee have found it necessary to make separate 
provision for storing main-pipes, &c., belonging to the street mains department, 
which were formerly placed in the yards belonging to the works. Your committee 
have, therefore, purchased from the devisees of the late John Lomax, upon satisfac- 
tory terms, a plot of land containing 4215 square yards, situate in Poland Street, 
near Oldham Road, adjoining a branch of the Rochdale C ‘anal. Your committee 
anticipate that by this arrangement they will be enabled to secure both greater 
economy and efficiency in the working of this department. 

Tuomas D, Crewpson, Chairman. 
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Dr. Profit and Loss Account, for the Year ending June 24, 1861. Cr. 
ToCannel. . Spee ere, a ae a ae cee ae - £61,320 17 11 4 By Gas rental— } 
Retort men’s wages - ee ee ee . » 11,481 1 5 Within the city— ° 
Retorts, materials, and. setting Aas ee ee "491 0 2 Private consumers . , £122,534 19 11 | 
Purifying charges . . pee tg 3,044 17 9 Meter-rents ... . 9216 4 
Labourers wages, and repairs, &e., of works— Publiclamps . . . . 10,453 4 5 | 
Gaythorn : station . - . . . £8416 2 8 ——_ ——— £133,081 0 8 
Rochdale Road station . . . . . . . 3,273 6 1 Beyond the city— 
Every Street station . . . - . «=: - 610 0 Private consumers . . £17,974 16 10 
ee + & 2 to. es w «6 4,911 13 5 oo ; ae 4 = ; | 
: . ie ah ubliclamps . . . . 1,263 
Salaries— eit Rigas nian "6152 323 19 3/_ 
‘Thomas Peacock, in-door superintendent. . £300 0 0 r 
John Leigh, consulting chemist, 100 0 0 Fd a Se ere met 5 ’ | 
bye ‘Brown, manager, Rochdale Road 300 0 0 Interest allowed by bankers (less commission, &.). . . . « 633 16 7|| 
John R, Macfarlane, ditto, Gaythorn ditto : 300 0 0 | 
Thomas Rafferty, surveyor of street mains . 200 0 0 | 
Jonas Croft, chiefclerk . . , ce 206 0 0 
5 John Bardsley, chief neter inspector ig 180 0 0 
Henry Lyon, draughtsman . . ie. 120 0 0 
Oswald Turner, clerk in rental-office . | 100 0 0 
W. A. Nield, clerk and collector of general | 
accounts . . Ae 90 0 0 
Thomas C, Lever, inspector of fittings " e 9 0 0 | 
Charles Dixon, ditto AS eae ae 90 0 0 
James Lee, rental-clerk ca ; a a al 88 10 0 
City surveyor (portion of salary) ee es 100 0 0 
City treasurer (portion of salary) . . 100 0 0 
Wages of meter inspectors and assistants, in 
rental and my on at 30s. per week | 
and under, . a ee mw 2,332 6 4 
——~ 469616 4 
Collectors poundage, &c.— 
Ea! ois set a > TR ke ot £261 4 0 
Pe ss 6 6 8 Oe ww we 6 235 15 7 
Geergetrouey . 2. 1s eo th ew eo 23418 4 
See, lr 199 4 4 
ee 188 110 | 
"he A re 181 14 0 } 
are 183 1 2 
Ee sw i a ge ew 11616 7 
Henry G, Warburton , 118s 9 2 \ 
James Shaw, receiver of rentals paid ‘in ‘the | 
ee SP) ay yaa a ce IPR 168 0 O 
Collection of arrears—- 
Wee A, eM 6 ts ep te et he 34.310 | 
ee re 21311 } 
Weems ig ltl lth 214 0 
———— 1,927 1 9 
Chief and other rents and taxes— 
Chief rents . . £19111 1 | 
Rent, rates, and taxes on offices, “andon arches | 
used as stores on Fee a ia 451 2 7 | 
Rates on stations and street mains. or 2 2,511 14 7 
3,154 8 3 
Income-tax , So se ee 2,500 0 OU | 
Amount transferred to ‘capital account for depre- | 
ciation of works— 
Gaythorn station— 
4 per cent. on buildings 
(£43,530. 28.9d.) . . £1,741 4 1 i 
5 per cent. on apparatus | 
(£26,645.6s.) . . . . 1,832 5 4 
=e £5,073 9 & | 
Rochdale Road station— | 
per cent, on buildings j 
(£72,918. 19s. 8d.) . £2,916 15 2 | 
5 per cent. on apparatus 
(£38,368. 19s. 3d.) . . . 1,918 9 0 | 
4,835 4 2 | 
Every Street station— | 
4 per cent. on buildings (202. 9s. 7d.) . 8 2 0 | 
Street mains— | 
24 per cent. on main-pipes (£138,218, 17s.) 3,455 9 5 | 
—_—_————_ 11,372 5 0 | 
Stationery and advertising . a a 405 2.3 | 
Law stationery, receipt, postage, and deed stamps, Mee ea 27411 2 | 
Clothing for inspectors, &c. . lll 5 6 
Subscriptions to Infirmary, - Hospital, and Steam Boiler Asso- 
ciation,&c, Yo a 6610 0 
Miscellaneous expenses , ee ee 6 oe ele eo 307 7 1 


£119,595 5 6 
eee ee ee ee eee ee ee, 





| 
| 
| 
! 
| 
' 
Bad debts and allowances, . . . . 1. 1 6 e@ © © wo 884 8 9 | 
' 


£171,420 5 7 £171,420 5 7| 





To Interest on loans, &c, (less income-tax) “£16,09 098 5 3 | By Balance brought down, being gross profit on the year’s working . £51,825 0 1) 


Amount transferred to capital account towards liquidation of 
mortgage debt. . . 18,980 3 0 
Sur plus payable tothe improvement and water-works ‘departments. 16,746 11 10 


—— 

















“£51,825 0 1 £51,825 0 1,| 
| 
Dr. General Summary of Receipts and Expenditure on Capital and Revenue Account, June 24, 1860. Cr. | 
To Balance in the bank, June 24,1860 . . . . £26,705 7 1 | By Loans repaid , . | &'< wa o> eee * 
Ditto of sums owing to and by the committee, Improvement and water-works committees— e 
including stocks on hand, June 24, 1860 . 49,462 4 6 Balance of surplus for the year ending June 24, mann ¢ | 
2 107 1860, 22,717 
£76,167 11 7 On account of surplus for the year | ‘ending 1} 
Balance of profit and loss account, June 24, 1861, as per statement, 16,746 11 10 June 24,1861. . - 10,000 0 0 
Loans received . . - 90,702 12 4 32,717 17 || 
Materials sold, &c. (capital account), as per statement — Expenditure on capital account, viz. :— 
= aythorn station . . . se +o ~~ 2 | "Gaythorn station —- % ‘ - « « « £8,364 11 10 
Rochd ale Road station . . ee ee 7 18 10 | Rochdale Road station . . . . . . + 2,285 7 5 | 
ci loa ee rr ' | Poland Street yard. . eo. 8010 4 
537 7 6 Street mains (including pipes on hand) - . 19,794 2 0 } 
Amount transferred from revenue account— Hired meters. -* &. w 2 957 3 6 
For depreciation of works. c& ceva «0 « » Bee 2S Meter-proving apparatus oe 917 10 
For liquidation of mortgage debt. . . . . . e+. (18,980 3 0 | ———amee $5,491 19 11 
| 
| Balance in the Bank, June 24, 1861 . . £22,972 3 0 
Ditto in the treasurer’s hands, June 24, 71861): 3 7 6 
—_—_— 22,975 10 6 
| Ditto of sums owing to and by the committee, including stocks 
on hand, June 24,1861... . 1 + + + © « © © © 46,046 10 10 
£214,506 11 3 £214,506 11 3 
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PERMANENT ASSETS. 
Lower King Street station— 
Land (now let to the Watch Committee at an annual rent of £300) . £7, 
Gaythorn station (late No. 5)— 
Land, a and nanan as — last report— 


500 0 0 





Land . : £55,435 6 10 

Buildings . g 43, 530 2 9 

Apparatus. 26,645 6 0 
———— £125,610 15 7 

Less— 

Apparatus sold,&c. . .. . £448 1 2 

Depreciation, . Se. we 8 3,073 9 5 
—_—— 3,521 10 7 





£122,089 5 0 
One year’s nen since June 24, 1860— 


Meter . £2116 0 
Yard mains . 44212 3 
New governor for Mosley Street 

main ae 92 1 4 
No. 2 purifying-house ° . 4317 2 
No. 2 retort-house (on account) . 550 10 1 
No. 1 purifying-house, ditto . 1,157 14 11 
Large ammonia tank, ditto . . 100 9 0 
No. 4 gasholder tank, ditto 2817 6 iJ 
No. 4 gasholder, ditto . 41 1 3 
No. 5 gasholder tank, ditto 26 3 1 
No. 5 gasholder, ditto — ‘ 854 16 3 
Diversion and covering over of 

river, ditto . 413 0 


3,364 11 10 








Rochdale Road station— 
Land, buildings, and neapiaie as 1 last report— 
Land 219,791 15 2 
- 72,918 19 8 
. 38,368 19 3 
mn SAL 14 1 


Buildings . =e aaa 
Apparatus. . ... 


Less— 
Apparatussold . . . . £81 7 6G 
Depreciation. . ... ~ 4,835 4 2 
4,916 11 8 
£126,163 2 5 
One year’s outlay since June 24, 1860— 
ie. + a « oe" £28 1 0 
is « « 6 © *@ © * bu 6 0 
Land , i a 400 0 0 
No.4 gasholder Gio 2 Gs 119 6 9 
No.@gasholder. . . . . . 316 16 11 


5,843 18 10 


No. 5 gasholder tank 
2,525 411 


No. 5 gasholder (on account) . : 





Yard mains . ‘ 321 lu 8 
Nos. 1 and 2 gasholder tanks! | 150 0 0 
No. 1 purifying-house, on account 34.10 6 
Boundary-wall,ditto . . . . 57.13 7 
No. 3 cannel-shed, ditto . . . 590 8 3 
No. 2 retort-house, ditto . . . 689 17 8 
No. 2 purifying-liouse, ditto . . 157 12 4 : 
— 11,285 7 5 
a 137,448 9 10 
Every Street station— 
Land, arate and mm as al last report— 
Land . o 1 0 
Buildings ; os oo & eS 202 9 7 
—_————._ £3,292 10 7 
Less— 
ee ee ee § 2 0 
——mmnnun Sik & 2% 


Poland Street Yard (street mains mercanell 

Outlay to June 24,1861. . . . > a we We Oe 8010 4 
Street mains— 

Main and service-pipes, as ed last 


report ‘ . £144,625 4 6 
Less— 
Service-pipes . 6406 7 6 
—— £138,218 17 0 
Less— 
Metal sold . . £7 18 10 
Depreciation 3,455 9 


3,463 8 3 


£134,755 8 9 
£12,207 2 8 


6,776 15 4 


One year’s outlay since June 24, 1860. 
Stock of main-pipes on hand, June 24, 


18,983 18 





0 
ame SSD 6 D 
£6,406 7 6 





Service-pipes laid to June 24, 1860 











Moiety of year’s outlay charged to capital account 810 4 0 
7,216 11 6 
Hired meters, &c.— 
Outlay as per last report i we £252 4 6 
One year’s outlay since June 24,1860 - . 2... 957 3 6 
senna 1,209 8 0 
Meter-provi ing apparatus— 
Outlay as per last report . . £267 1 8 
One year’s outlay since June 24, 1860. 917 10 
—— 27619 6 


Total amount of permanent assets. . . £436,209 11 4 


FLOATING ASSETS. 


Cannel, retorts, and other materials, on hand—re- 
venue account ° 
Gas-rents and sundry accounts due to the committee— 


venue account oe -* * £25,949 0 11 
SY a ee ee ee ee ee 390 8 2 
Balance inthe bank . . ie, kt a a ee ae, Ce 3 0 
Ditto in the treasurer’shands. . . . . - + 3.7 6 


81,868 11 4 
£518,078 2 8 


Excess of assets, June 24,1861 . . . . . . + + + + + -8107,26010 2 
Ditto, ditto, 1860 . SS eb ng #1. o & a 6 oo Ce 





Total amount of assets 








Increase, being the amount charged upon the profit for the past year 
towards liquidation of the a debt, and — to — £18,980 3 0 
account... . +: es “7 ie . 





——— 125,453 16 10 |} 


| 
| 


} 








Statement of Assets and Liabilities, 4 June 24, 1861. 


LIABILITIES. 

Mortgage debt— 

Act of 1844—Ist charge £42,800 0 0 
Ditto—2nd ditto a 5,0577 18 4 
Actoflsss .. ... . 9,400 0 0 
Act of 1854 70,450 0 0 
Act of 1858 : , 182,175 2 4 
Total amount se soured by — £355,403 0 8 
mortgage . 

Sums advanced not secured ‘by mortgage at this date— 
Paving, &c., Committee. . £10,000 0 0 
Indian Relief-Fund Committee 8,000 0 0 
Burial Board Fund. . 3,000 2 0 
Messrs. Harvey and Kay (on ac- 

count . ° 3,000 0 0 
Isaac Sutton, Esq., ditto | 200 0 0 


24,200 0 








Purchases of land, the purchase money anes left in the hands of the 
corporation, at interest ° . ° 

Sundry accounts owing—revenue account 

Ditto ditto—extension account 

Deposits in hand . , 


£404,071 0 8 


Surplus for the year ending June 24, 1861, payable to 
the improvement and water-w orks department , 
Less—paid on account. 
Balance, being the amount payable i in equal portions \_ 
to those mares on the 25th of December 
next e ee « = 


£16,746 11 10 
10,000 0 0 








£410,817 12 6 


Balance, being excess of assets . 








0 
£379,603 0 8 





11,621 10 0 


10.764 2 9) 


794 8 4 
1,287 18 11 


6,746 11 10 


107,260 10 2 





£518,078 2 8 
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CASTINGS, per Ton. > : ______ GOALS, per Ton, 
° ™ . Ps Vy, | Newcastle.—Unscreened, 2 Scotch Cannel, 

Average Weight of Cast-Iron Gas-Pipes, per Yard. Whitwell Primrose ............ 6s. 9d. Boghead, at Leith..........0... 458.0d 
eae | ; r - ; : P > - ; aor - Medomsley, Eig r. § Kirkness, best...... See FC 
1jin. | 2in. | 24in. | 3in. | 4in. | 5in. | Gin. | 7in. | Sin. | 9in. | 10in.| 12in. | = ne _ 7 0 Cupehioan, Let quality Shai ns ‘ 20 0 

: a ho els - ¢ 2nc evosccccce IB 6 
16 | 21 | 28 | 33 | 51 | 70 | 89 | 107 | 196 | 149 | 177 |2081bs,| Pelaw.....-..-.. te teeeeeeeees i 3 eager s: 
as : | New Pelton, Peareth, South Lesmahago, at oe ‘ : > : 
| | | | Yorkshire, | Pelaw, Washington Hutton, tele ‘ ss *" 907 6 
Retail Prices are 5 to 10 per cent. | ‘London, | Glasgow.| on | Wales. oe - and South Peareth,.......+.. 7 6 ee eiiaanioen namie 20 0 
higher. castle. | | Staffordsh. | Pelton ..........00. ceeceeeees - 7 9 | Knightswood...........66 ee e. 
a ee } ; Ramsay’s Newcastle Cannel.... 16 0 | Pirnie...........- ecccccceveces 14 0 
: |S s. d.|£s. d./£ 8. d.|£ 5. d.| £ 8. d. | " — 
Pig Iron, No.1..........--..6.|3 5 0/210 0/212 6/3 0 0/3 5 0 ! FREIGHTS. oe eae 
1} and 2 inches Socket-Pipes. .. .| AB 0;6 0 0/6 5 0} 6 10 0 } 615 0 Coastwise—Newcastie.—Per Ton. | Foreign.—Per Keel. 
2,and3 ,, ” e+e} 610 0/510 01515 016 0 0! 6 5 O | Gpathame gage Sap > amg i ‘ 25.108 
4 and5 ,, a ooesi6 @ O16 € O16 5 01800 6) 55 0 — 1am & Rochester,..6s.6d,to7 0 | — OND ve eeeseeerereeereess — 
6in. and upwards ,, see} 515 01415 015 0 0/5 5 0} 510 0 eet OG EAE hee 2 3 | nt ASAP AS Bt ge ea fier 4 
Retorts, Ist fusion, hot blast..../510 0/410 0/415 0/5 00! 5 5 0  joyer © Folkestone,.....4..... 7 a ee 
. " a n 7 scold pa leesl 610 0 | . £0 510016 00 6 5 0 Aaron cla Coervccereeeseosee — | Cronstadt coccceccccce eoeecccoee 5 > 
= bes, § thick and above.-| 6 0 015 0 015 5 0/510 0! 510 0 Ipswich Copenhagen Packer mine muhireen ove 2S 
en . EAE TE UEE) ons. 0cccvesieiene. 2 d 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBING, Lowestoft & Yarmouth . ae : ae 
° F . a caine cighcanind » aoaeonieieeeit 6 | Havre de Grace......... 
a Subject to 40 per cent. Discount Portsmth. & Southpton. 8s. 0d. to8 6 | Leghorn cocvevcce 
: Sg PA Pr . ae Segey e= RENE So vteeduesmersieetee 9 DO | Lisbon ........ccccccccesceres 
2in, 1} in. 1] in.| lin. | fin. | jin. Shoreham ........ Paleeam enews .s Rotterdam 10 0 
; -O/6 dledls dis dled. | Weymouth. 00000000 8°6 | Trieste & Venice: 2207 22 0 
Patent Welded Tubes, from 2to12ft.,perft.. 1 8} 1 0} 010! 0 7| 06 5.0 Ff ie amen a abel a el LLM ene ea 
a Gin.to 18in.,each' 3 0} 2 0; 1 9) 1 3 1:00 9 SUNDRIES. 
Connecting-Pieces, or Long Screws....... S$ 6] 2 3] 2 0} 1 6} 1 2:01 tite 252 = 
Bends, Springs, and Elbows—wroughtiron! 3 9] 2 3} 1 9; 1 0/0100 8 Best Newcastle Fire-bricks ............- per 1000 50s. 0d. to 55s. 0d. 
Tees, wrought or cast 14 0} 3 61 2 O| 1 6] 1 1/020 Cliff’s Fire-bricks, at Wortley .........sceeeeeeees per 1000 55 6 
Crosses, wreught or ca 4 6] 3 0] 2 6/2 0!161 2 Ingham’s Fire-bricks, at Wortley...........+..+-+ * 55 6 
IronCocks...... A A EET SORES: 17 6| 9 6| 7 6| 4 6) 3 326 Fire-clay Retorts .........seeseesss per foot run, 5s.6d.to 7 0 i 
ee ee 28 0/16 0|13 0| 7 0 5 6 4 6 | Tough Cake Copper ,.per ton £98 0s.0d. | Foreign Spelter....perton £19 2s. 6d. 
Diminishing Sockets, Caps, Plugs, and’ 1 83} 0 9| 0 8} 06 05 04 English Pig Lead .... » 1910 0 | English BlockTin. ,, 120 0 0 
ry Ps, ’ | § g ’ | 4 
WENO, cc vccccveesncveces [Nipples| 1 0] 0 8} 0 7} 0 5 0 4 0 3 | WelchBarIron,inLondon ,, 6 5 0 | Banca............. »» 117 10 0 
OO I RIA ARLE 15 0'14 0113 6/13 0/12 0 — Tarred Rope Yarn..........+. Secoesesesorcesoe perewt. 26s.0d. 
G be eae 4 or 
Apveriisements. 
— a . 


OBERT MASLAREN and CO., W C. HOLMES & CO,, yest and GREGSON, Gas-Meter, 
EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGOW, ® GAS ENGINEERS, MANUFACTURERS, &e. 
Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by 





animproved Patent General Ironfounders, Gas En- WHITESTONE IRON Works, HUDDERSFIELD. UNION STREET, OLDHAM. 
gineers, and Wrought-Iron Tube Makers. Manufacturers of Gas Apparatus, Gasholders, Iron Station and Experimental Meters, Gas Pressure 
: ——— . Tanks, Roofs, &c. &c. Registers, Gauges, Experimental Gasholders, Go- 
" Contractors for the Erection of Gas-Works through- | Vernors, Slide Valves, &e. &e. - 
HITEHOUSE and CO., Boiler and © out of any magnitude. _W. and G. would respectfully call the attention of 
GASHOLDER MAEERS, Plans, Specifications, and Estimates prepared. a _ ee ern 
’ . F . : we aving made and erecte 
GLOBE PATENT TUBE WORKS, Makers of the Combined, Condensinz, and Purifying present time, two of which may be seen at the Stock- 
WE ‘SBURY Apparatus (especially adapted for exportation), uniting rid . , yall 
VEDNESBURY, F ne : “prs port and Liverpool Gas Works, on application to the 
Beg to draw the attention of Engineers and Managers simplicity and compactness with great efficiency and respective Biola rete , 
Mg q xe facility of working. 23 3 sngineers. 
of Gas Works to the superior quality of the Article oe si _——s oe eee ti — - 
they manufacture, both in respect of the ironemployed, rences given to Works where it is in operation. ; 
and the perfect manner in which it 1s welded; in ie a> elie STOURBRIDGE FIRE-CLAY WORKS, 





proof of which they can refer to the testimonials of the a 
most eminent Gas Engineers, and the experience of & EORGE CUTLER & C 0., KE BAKER and C iO. 
6 


theprincipalofthelarge Gas Companies of the kingdom. GAS ENGINEERS, &c., (Contractors to Government). 


Orders promptly executed. London Gasholder and Boiler Works, | 21 WHARF, HARROW ROAD, PADDINGTON, W. 
: - ‘ fi - 8, WHARF, WENLOCK Roap, City Roap, N., | 


Mines, Brierley Hill. 








«Order nnsleantetasaee — rete ase Every article manufactured at their own Works and 
((AST-IRON Retorts, Socket Pipes, ——— 
on pe nly yon: My sn May jo tye, Nov. 12, 1860. FIRE-BRICKS, Lumps, Squares, Tiles, | 


Columns, Wrought Iron ‘fubing, Valves, Street Lamps, D 35 ; +3 : C: » ; ; | 
" : a 5 psi ar \ sid umbenton metoacguaint | and Gas KRetorts of all dimensions. 
Sight Holes, Furnace Doors, Ach Pana, Chareing sna ear Sirs,—I consider it incumbent etoacguain and Gas Retorts of a on 











WILLIAM INGHAM AND SONS, 












rei 


GUL 


W. INGHAM and SONS, having for many years been extensively engaged in the Manufacture of 


RETORTS AND FIRE-BRICKS FROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY FIRE-CLAY, 

beg to call especial attention to their RETORTS, which have for many seasons proved to be uusurpassed in quality by any in the Kingdom, their FREEDOM FROM 
CRACKS and’ the ADHESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of all parties interested in the making of Gas. 

The Works are of such magnitude as to ensure the prompt execution of orders to any extent. 
Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required. 
GAS OVENS IN SEGMENTS OF EQUAL QUALITY. 

A large stock of Pire-Bricks, Fire-Clay, Terra Cotta, and Drain-Pipes of all sizes kept in London at CHRISTIE & CO.— 
Wharf, 64, Bankside, Southwark, where all particulars of Prices, ézc., may be obtained, 














N.B.—-Export orders continue to have prompt attention. 














| 
. 3 you that the alterations recently made on the Rye Gas- Ta) j 
Coke Shovels, Iron Pails and Coke Barrows, Cross  Works—viz., the addition of a N EWLY-IMPKOVED CRUCIBLE and CEMENT CLAYS. || 
Bars, Fire Pots, Pumps, Iron Borings. WASHER, and other work for the Purification of Gas, GARDEN EDGINGS, of various pat-| 
a vom —— mth ae — executed by the experienced workmen under your able | terns, 

erected complete, or the materialssupplied; withevery | supervision—are perfectly satisfactory to the Company, m1 , 

description of goods in use by Gas-Works,in stock,on — and the Gas is now as pure as it can be made. BUFF and ORNAMENTAL TILES. || 
A TT T 
nS pen, . . I am, dear Sirs, your obedient servant, CLINKERS and STABLE PAVINGS, | 
Mr. LYNCH WHITE’S, CHARLEs THomas, Superintendent, noted for hardness and durability, being perfectly non- | | 
Old Barge Iron Wharf, Upper Ground Street, | Rye Gas-Works. absorbent. 
LONDON. { Messrs. Cutler and Co. Shipments on the shortest notice. 
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FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 
JOHN SWARBRIC EK, 


MANUFACTURER OF PATENT COMPOSITION CLAY RETORTS, 
FIRE BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, SHAPE, AND SIZE, &c. &c. 


HIGHER EANAM, BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. . 


These RETORTS are generally used in the Gas-works of Preston, Accrington, Bury, Heywood, Middleton, Rochdale, Ratcliffe; the Mills of Messrs. Horrocks, 
Miller, and Co.,’ Preston, &c. &c., and are unequalled in having afforded general satisfaction to those who have given these Retorts a trial. . 

To meet the increasing demand, the Works at Little Harwood have been greatly enlarged; and Gas Engineers who may favour with an Order may rely with confidence 
on their being promptly supplied with an article not to be surpassed in finish or durability. 


PRICES MODERATE. 


WILLIAM SUGG, 


MANUFACTURER OF 


PATENT DRY AND WATER GAS-METERS, TEST GASHOLDERS, AND APPARATUS, 
“EVANS’S” PHOTOMETERS, 


Experimental Meters, Minute Clocks, &c., Station Meters and Governors, 
STREET-LAMP GOVERNORS AND LAVA BURNERS, 
19 and 20, MARSHAM STREET, WESTMINSTER. 


LIVESEY FIRE-CLAY WORKS, 
NEAR BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


ORLANDO BROTHERS, 
MANUFACTURER OF PATENT CLAY RETORTS, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


TUBULAR GLAZED SEWERACE PIPES, BENDS, JUNCTIONS, ETC. 
FIRE-BRICKS, TILES, BLOCKS, AND CHIMNEY-TOPS. 


PATENT WET METER. WN. BD EB F R I EB iy —— pointy peepee 
FF (SHOOT CONSULTING GAS ENGINEER, VS 
inventor and Patentee 


OF 


WET GASMETERS, 


WITH SELF-ADJUSTING WATER-LINE; 


DRY METERS, 


GAS-HEATING BATHS, OVENS, STOVES, 
GAS FIRES with INDESTRUCTIBLE FUEL, 
§e., §e. aes 
FACTORY: DIANA PLACE, FITZROY SQUARE. CFFICE: 406, EUSTON ROAD, LONDON, 
Eight Doors from Factory. 















































Attempts having been made to construct Self-Supplying Apparatus to Wet Gas-Meters upon the Bird Fountain principle,—which, although un- 
erring to supply water in the open atmosphere, has not wholly succeeded so as to be relied upon when enclosed ina Gas-tight Meter Case,—N. Drrrres 
begs leave most respectfully to acquaint Gas Companies, and the Public in general, that he has constructed his PATENT WET GAS-METER upon 
a method entirely different, being founded on the well-known principle of the self-acting supply of the Oil Lamp, which has never been 7 for the 
adjustment of the Meter Water-Line before, and which, by the admission of external air to a chamber sealed from Gas, will never fail to faithfully 
perform its required function. They are of the very best materials and workmanship, will stand more pressure than is required as the test for sound- 
ness by the New Act, are guaranteed to prevent surreptitious burning without detection, and will be kept in repair free of charge for seven years. 





N. DEFRIES’S CELEBRATED DRY METERS, 


of which more than 80,000 are in use in Palaces, Churches, Chapels, Royal Dockyards, Club Houses, Public Offices, and other Buildings throughout 
the Empire and Continent, which have done so much in checking surreptitious burning, and simplified the fitting up of Gas. ’ ; 

To remove any doubt of accuracy of measurement his Meter for 1500 lights, in use upwards of ten years at the Royal Italian Opera, until that 
Building was destroyed by Fire, was long afterwards dug out of the burnt ruins, then tested by the Chartered Gas Company in the presence of George 
Lowe, Esq., F.R.S., and other Chief Officers, and found inflexibly correct. Also, on the 9th of June, 1858, at the Western Gas-Works, his Meter for 
150 lights, after considerable use, was doubted, and subiected to the most variable tests—from the full lighting to a single Jet—and in each case, as in 
other instances, accuracy was finely indicated. > : 

As to durability, his two large Meters at the Thames Tunnel have been in use night ar\! day for upwe:Js of twelve years—one continuation of 
dark hours—subjected to the wear and tear of seventy-five years as compared with the ordinary business hov1: <f using Gas above ground. 


LORD REDESDALE’S SALE OF GAS BILL. 


All Meters constructed by N. DEFRIES are guaranteed to pss the Provisions of the Standard. 


No alteration has been necessary in the Meters he continues to supply to the Chartered, Imperial, City of London, Equitable, and other large 
Companies, his accustomed range of 1 per cent. over and under meeting all the desired requirements; whereas, by the New Act, a greater departure 
from accuracy—viz., 2 per cent. fast to 3 per cent. slow—is permitted, , 
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AMUEL CUTLER, Gasholder 
MAKER and CONTRACTOR 
For Tanks, Roofs, Purifiers, Condensers, Erection 
and Alteration of Works and every description of 
Gas APPARATUS, 
PRovIDENCE IRON WoRKS, 
MILL WALL, POPLAR. LONDON, E. 
Main Laying and Gas-Works erected complete. 


ADDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 
Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire Bricks,and every 
description of Fire Clay Goods. 








ESTABLISHED 17 YEARS. 


FFICE for the Procuration of 

LETTERS PATENT, and the REGISTRATION 

of DESIGNS. JosEPH WILLCocK and Co., Patent 

Agents and Engineers, Successors to Messrs. Barlow 
and Co., 89, Chancery Lane, Lonpon, W.C. 

GRATIS, and post free, “ THE INVENTOR’S 
MANUAL;” also a pamphlet, ‘‘ L’Obtention de Pa- 
tentes Anglaises;” 500 MECHANICAL MOVE- 
MENTS; the first part of Kinematics, or the Trans- 
formation of Motion. By JoserPpH WILLucock, C.E., 
Mem. Soc. of Eng. May be had at the above address, 
and of any Bookseller, Price 2s. 6d. The second 
part is approaching completion, and will shortly be 
announced. 





Now ready, 


OL. IX. of the JOURNAL of GAS 
LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, and SANI- 
TARY IMPROVEMENT, for 1860, price 2ls., bound 
in cloth and lettered. A few copies of Vols. II., III., 
IV., V., VI., VII., and VIII. are still on sale. 
W. B. Kina, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street. 





Just Published, price 3s., by Post, 3s. 2d., 


HE CHEMISTRY OF GAS 
LIGHTING, 
with an Appendix containing a description of the 
different processes for the Manufacture of Colouring 
Matters from Coal Tar. 
Re-arranged and reprinted from the JOURNAL OF 
Gas LIGHTING. 
LONDON: WILLIAM B. KING, 11, BoLt Court, 
FueetT STREET, E,C. 


ILLIAM STEPHENSON & SONS, 


THROCKLEY, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
MANUFACTURERS or EVERY DESCRIPTION oF 


FIRE BRICKS, CLAY RETORTS, LUMPS, TILES, 
&c. &e. 
LONDON OFFICES: 
76, KING WILLIAM STREET, CITY. 
A large stock of Fire-Clay Goods always on hand in 
London, at the lowest wharf prices, at Messrs. 
Curistiz & Co.’s Wharf,64, Bankside, SOUTH WARK. 


HAFzRiIS and PEARSON, 


PROPRIETORS OF 
BEST CLASS-HOUSE POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY. 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRE BRICKS, GAS RETORTS, &C, 
AMBLECOTE FIRE CLAY AND BRICK Works, 
STOURBRIDGE. 
Late in the occupation of I. and W. King. 
Originally J. Pidcock, Esq. 
NB. A quantity of best Clay Retorts in stock, viz.— 
Circulars, 14 inches, 15 inches. 16 inches. 
D’s, 1612, 1514, 20X16, 16x18. 


JAMES, NEWTON, 
(Established 1820,) 
PIRE-BRICK AND TILE MERCHANT, 
Wholesale and for Exportation, 


FALCON DOCK, 78 anp 79, BANKSIDE, 
SOUTHWARK, LONDON. 
Derét for STOURBRIDGE anp NEWCASTLE 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, and CLAY, 
and every Article suitable for 


GAS AND WATER WORKS. 


BELGIAN CLAY RETORTS. 
LBERT KELLER, Ghent.—The 


removal of the import duties on Earthenware 
permitting the entry of Clay Retorts into England, 
Albert Keller, of Ghent, begs to draw the attention of 
the Gas Companies of London, and other Cities, to 
the very superior quality of the RETORTS manu- 
factured’ by him, They can be made of any size, in one 
piece, and of any form. ‘The price will bein proportion 
to the weight, and very moderate in comparison to 
their value. 
Communiations, addressed to ALBERT KELLER 
GHENT, will receive immediate attention. 














FLEXIBLE GAS TUBING, 
VULCANIZED INDIARUBBER HOSE-PIPES, 
WASHERS FOR STEAM-JOINTS, &c. 


J AMES LYNE HANCOCK begs to 
inform the trade he has considerably improved 
the manufacture of his FLEXIBLE TUBING, both 
PLAIN and GLAZED, Made all sizes in 60 feet 
lengths. 

INDIARUBBER GAS BAGS, fitted complete with 
Stop-Cocks and Tubes. 

All orders to be addressed to JAMES LYNE HANCOCK, 
Vulcanized Indiarubber Works, Goswell Road, (oppo- 
site Spencer Street) LONDON (E.C.). 


| 
| 





~ 
ILLIAM BLEWS AND SONS 
IMPROVED MACHINE-MADE BURNERS 
WROUGHT-IRON BATSWINGS, 
For RaILway STATIONS AND MARKETS, 
GAS-FITTINGS, CHANDELIERS, 
BRASS AND IRON TUBES OF EVERY KIND 
SUPPLIED ON THE Best TERMS, 
AT THE WORKS, 
9, 10,11, BARTHOLOMEW STREET, 
BIRMINGHAM. 


L .AnM@.?-? 0 8 T S 
suitable for entrances to Public Buildings, as 
well as ordinary street lighting, in upwards of 100 
different patterns, 


| 
GtLoBULAR LamMPs 
| 


of superior manufacture, in Copper, Tin, Cast 
and Wrought Iron. : i , 


Please address in full, W1LL1AM Hoop, 12, Upper 
Thames Street, Lonvon. 





NO CHIMNEY WANTED 
FOR RICKETS & HAMMOND’S PATENT CALORIFERE GAS- 
STOVES, in Churches, Halls, or Shops; and for Conservatories, or any 
close apartment, a Pipe can be attached to carry away the burnt air. 

















D MAY’S PATENT. 


Abeve 3-inch diameter, price 10s. per inch, Brass face, 6d. eri nch extra. 





Can be taken to pieces without being removed rom the line of Piping. 


NORTH WILTS FOUNDRY, DEVIZES. 


Wholesale Agents, Messrs. 8S. and E. RANSOME, 31, Essex Street, Strand, E.C., 
Where a Sample may be seen. 


WALTER FORD, 


PADDON and FORD, 
wAS-METER AND APPARATUS WORKS, 


GRAY’S INN ROAD, LONDON. 
MANUFACTURER OF WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, STATION-METERS, 

GOVERNORS, &c. &c. | 

A large number of STATION* METERS, up to 80,000 feet per hour (being by far the largest in use), and 

GOVERNORS for MAINS, up to 24 inches, have been constructed by Paddon and Ford. These Meters 
and Governors possess peculiar advantages as regards strength and freedom of action. | 
Sole Manufacturer of PADDON’S PATENT STREET-LAMP REGULATORS, for insuring | 
any required consumption. ‘These Regulators are in general and increasing use, and references can be given to} 
Gas Companies who use them for every Lamp. j 


28, BAGNIGGE WELLS ROAD, CLERKENWELL, 
PATENTEE OF 


DRY & IMPROVED WET CAS-METERS, 


AND 


GAS APPARATUS. 
All Meters warranted to comply with the Act of Parliament. 


WOLVERHAMPTON RETORT WORKS. 
ESTABLISHED 1840. 


JOHN EUNSON AND SON, 
GAS ENGINEERS, AND MANUPACTURERS OF CLAY RETORTS, 
AND FIRE GOODS IN GENERAL, 


WOLVERHAMPTON. 





JOSEPH BOULTON, ! 





Retort Mouthpieces, Bolts, Nuts, and every description of Wrought-Iron Work. 


— 
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F. & C. OSLER, 


45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON; 
Manufactory—Broad Street, Birmingham— Established 1807, 


MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 
LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c. &c. 
ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, for GAS, from £4 upwards 


(Made from ‘‘ReGisTzRED”’ DEsIGNs), with GLASS BRANCHES, &c.; suitable 
for DRAWING-ROOMS and BALL-RooMsS. The more extensive use of Gas in 
private dwellings has induced Messrs. OsLER to direct their particular atten- 
tion to the manufacture of this clas: of articles—which, with a view to their 
general adoption, are offered at very moderate prices. Purchasers can select from 
a great variety of patterns, to which additions are being constantly made. 

‘THBATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BaLL Rooms LIGHTED BY EsTIMATE 
ON THE Lowest TERMS. 


ALPHA TUBE-WORKS, 
WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE. 








ng WIGH FES Sy, 
ot Ww Re Vay 


Established 1830. 


LAMBERT BROTHERS, 
Wrought-Iron Welded Tubes 
and Fittings, 

FOR GAS & HIGH-PRESSURE WATER & STEAM. 








BRYAN DONKIN & CoO. 


keep always on stock their 


IMPROVED GAS VALVES 
from 2 inches to 18 inches, price lls. 6d. to 13s. 6d. per inch diameter 
List of prices, with full dimensions of all sizes up to 27 inches, to be 
had on application. 
These Valves are all proved to 30 lbs. on the square inch before leaving 


the works. 
BRYAN DONKIN & C0., 
ENGINEERS, 


NEAR GRANGE ROAD, BERMONDSEY. 


500 


HOLMAR’S PATENT DOUBLE-ACTION PUMPS 


Prove their general adaptation. They are adopted by 


CIVIL, MARINE, MANUFACTURING, AND MECHANICAL ENGINEERS. 


For Pumping TAR, AMMONIACAL LIQUOR, WATER, WORT, and other fluids, their intrinsic excellence 
is too well known to need description. 

S. HOLMAN tenders his hearty thanks to all Patrons,and is prepared to undertake the Supply of Towns, 
Public and Private Establishments, and Irrigation of Lands, on any scale. 

Sole London Agent of the Williams’s Perran Foundry Company, for the Sale of Cornish Pumping, Winding, 
and other Steam-Engines, heavy Machinery, Castings, and Forgings. 

London Agent for Tangye’s Patent Hydraulic Presses, Jacks, Lifts, Crabs, Cranes, Blocks, &c 

ALL KINDS OF HYDRAULIC AND STEAM MACHINERY FOR HOME USE OR EXPORT. 


Cornish Boilers of superior construction, Steam-Cocks, Gauges, and Fittings. 


S. HOLMAN, C.H.E., 18, CANNON STREET, E.C. 


ow. J. HOLLANDS, 


TRON MERCHANT ann AGENT, 


| AND 


Wholesale and Retail Charcoal and Coke Dealer, and Grinder, 
112, BANKSIDE, and GREAT SUFFOLK STREET, SOUTHWARK, S.E. 


~ 


ALL GOODS KEPT IN STOCK, AND SUPPLIED AT MANUFACTURERS PRICES. 


Cast-Iron Socket, Flanch, Hot Water-Pipes and Connexions, for Gas, Water, and Steam purposes, Rain- 
Water-Pipes and Guttering, &e. Furnace-Pans and Stable-Fittings. Retorts, Hydraulic Main, Furnace- 
Work, &c. Lamp-Columns, Lanterns, Cocks and Burners, Wrought-Iron Tubing, &c., of best description. 
Screw-Cocks, Sluices, and Gas-Valves of every description. Bar, Rod, Plate, and Hoop-Iron Bolts and Nuts. 
Cast-Iron Columns, Girders, Street-Posts, Watering-Posts, Gutters, Gratings and Railing-Bars, Tank-Plates, 
|and Pump-Castings. Engine, Mill,and Lathe Castings. Planing, Turning, and Boring executed. Cast-Iron 
Pans, for Soap and Chemical Works. Galvanized Cast-Iron Jars and Pots, for Sugar Refiners, Stourbridge 
and Newcastle Fire-Bricks, Retorts, Lumps, Tiles, and Clay. Malleable Iron Castings. Pipe-Laying by Con- 
tract. Double-Refined Machinery Oil. Iron Borings. Salammoniac and Sulphur. E 

Castings made in Town or Country, on the shortest notice, to Sketches, Drawings, or Patterns. 

Best Animal Charcoal, for Sugar Refiners, and Case-Hardening. 

- Best prepared Wood Charcoal. Prepared Fuel for Smokeless Stoves guaranteed. Granulated Charcoal for 
| Air and Water Filters. Chemists and Druggists supplied with Pulverized Carbon. Charcoal and Coke Black- 
|ing, and Coal-Dust, and superior strong Coke, for Foundry purposes. Gypsum of the finest and purest quality. 
| Sulphate of Ammonia. c 


| Estimates given, and Orders by Post punctually attended to the same day. 


| 


| AGENT FOR 























BECK’S PATENT STOP-VALVES, 


For Gas, Water, Steam, and General Purposes, and 





DAVIS'S PATENT COMBINED SMALL-COKE OR BREEZE OVEN, & SMOKE CONSUMER. 


} 
| 
| 
} 


(LATE OF DUDLEY), 
CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
PATENTEE OF THE VERTICAL OVEN RETORT 
No, 367, PersHore Roap, 
BIRMINGHAM. 


JAMES OAKES and C0., 
ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 
AND 
WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20, WHARF ROAD, 
CITY ROAD, LONDON, 

Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies and the public, 
that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINGS 
in general use in Gas and Water Works, including 
best cold-blast Iron Retorts, Socket and Flange Pipes 
of all sizes, Pends, Branches, Syphons, Lamp Columns 

of various patterns, &c. 
N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, 





Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- 
| 


ate attention. 
CHARLES Horsey, Agent. 
C. H. is prepared to carry out the warming and ven- 
tilation of public buildings, &c. ; also civil engineering 
in general, 


BiIkTLEY IRON WORKS, 
CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
DURHAM. 


Manufactory for every description of Casting and 


Machinery for Gas Works and Water Works. 
Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 
nections of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 
Bankside, Southwark. 
Office in London, Mr. E, M. Perkins, 78, Lombard 


Street. 


OHN ROGERSON and CO., 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE & MIDDLESBRO’- 
ON-TEES. 

Wrought and Cast Iron Pipes, Cast-Iron Retorts, and 

all kinds of Foundry Work necessary for Gas-Works. 

Fire-Bricks and Clay Retorts. 
description. Pig, Bar, and Plate Iron. 

LonDON HOUSE: 
12, ROYAL EXCHANGE BUILDINGS, 





GAS COAL, 


EAL, WALKER, and CO., Coal and | 


COKE MERCHANTS, No. 1, Walker’s Buildings, 
SHEFFIELD, beg to inform the Directors and Managera 
of Gas Companies, that they are in a position to con- 
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Gas Coals of every | 





tract for the supply of the different sorts of best Gas || 


Coal, such as best Silkstone, Barnsley, and others, at 
the lowest prices, which may be had on application at 
the above Office. 


LFRED PENNY, Gas and 
CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
WENLocK IRON Works, 





21 & 22, WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. | 
Mr. Penny having had a large experience in the | 


construction, alteration, and management of Gas- 
Works, begs to inform the Directors of Gas Companies 
that he may be consulted on all matters appertaining 
thereto. He also manufactures Gasholders, Purifiers, 
and all the various apparatus used in Gas-Works, and 
keeps in stock Retorts and Mouthpieces, Socket-Pipes, 
Bends, Branches, T-pieces, &c. &c. 
Plans, Specifications, and Estimates prepared. 


AS Stoves, Gas Baths, Gas Cooking 

APPARATUS, warranted the best in England 
at PHILuiPs’s, the original inventor and manufacturer, 
and general gas-fitter, &c., 55, Skinner Street, Snow 
Hill, Lonpon, E.C. 

PATENT SAFETY ATLAS CHANDELIERS, Sun 
and Star Burners, Outside Lamps, Patent Reflecting 
Lamps, Portable Coppers for either Gas or Fuel. Llron 
Tube and Fittings. Best quality for Gas, Steam, or 
Hot Water, &c. &c. 





EORGE ANDERSON, Gas and 
CONSULTING ENGINEER, 

104, LEADENHALL STREET, LONDON (E.C.). 
DIRECT-ACTING GAS-EXHAUSTERS, 
supplied either with or without Steam-Engines and 
Boilers, 

FOUR-WAY DIAPHRAGM VALVES, 
one of which answers the purpose of THREE ordi- 
vary Valves, as applied to Purifiers, or in shutting off 
and passing Station-Meters, Governors, or other ap- 
paratus, while the Connecting-Pipes are also much 


simplified. 
RETORT SETTINGS, 
designed to be heated by Tar alone, and with a total 
absence of Smoke. 
Illustrated circulars, giving references and every in- 
formation, may be obtained on application as above. 


B ENJAMIN GIBBONS, Jun, 
DEEPDALE FIRE-CLAY & BRICK WORKs, 
Near DUDLEY, 

Manufacturer of every description of Fire-Bricks, 
Lumps, Quarries, Shields, Flue Covers, &c., to any size 

or shape required. 
FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, 
TO MODEL OR DRAWING. 

_B.G. begs to call the attention of Gas Companies to 
his Fire-Clay Retorts, which have been used with great 
satisfaction in some of the largest Gas-Works in the 
Metropolis and many Provincial Towns in England, 

References given, if required. 





























} 


1 THOMAS SEAVILLE TRUSS, C.E., 53, GRACECHURCH STREET, LONDON, E.C. 





| 
| 


| 











| 
| anp ar SIMON SQUARE, EDINBURGH; 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





[BISCHOFF, BROWN, & €0., 





| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


| 
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TRUSS’S PATENT ELASTIC PIPE-JOINT, “a 
FOR GAS AND WATER-MAINS, AND STEAM PIPING, 


Is the only pervect joint that has ever been constructed, and supplies the long-felt desideratum, by allowing for the expansion 
|and contraction of metals, and for oscillation and deflection, without impairing the joint. Gas Companies will effect an incal- 
‘culable saving in adopting it, as compared with the present imperfect mode of jointing. 

Drawings, Estimates, and every particular, furnished on application to 








R. LAIDLAW & SON, 


GAS ENGINEERS, TRON & BRASS FOUNDERS, 
Alliance Foundry, 147, East Milton Street, and Barrowfield Iron-Works, 
GLASGOW; 


MANUFACTURERS OF 

STATION & CONSUMERS METERS, ALL SIZES; 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBES, ror GAS, WATER, & STEAM; CAST-IRON RETORTS & PIPES; 
HYDRAULIC MAINS, CONDENSERS, WASHERS, SCRUBBERS, PURIFIERS, & TANKS, 

GAS HOLDERS; 
GOVERNORS, SLIDE-VALVES, &e,; 
WROUGHT & CAST IRON ROOFS & HOUSES. 

Contractors for Gas-Works of any Magnitude. Plans, Specifications, and Estimates furnished. 

SOLE AGENT FOR THE SOUTH, SOUTH-EAST, AND SOUTH-WEST OF ENGLAND :— 








5. E. DOWSON, 38, DOWGATE HILL, THAMES STREET, LONDON, EC. 


CLEGGQ’S  — 
NEW PATENT HYDRAULIC GAS-METER. 











fz 


LANGHAM WORKS, 


MANUFACTURERS GEORGE: STREET, 


AND 


GEEAT PORTLAND STREET, 


SOLE LICENSEES, LONDON, vW. 








This Meter is the last and one of the greatest achievements of the late Samuxn Cisce, C.E., in his connexion with the 
Manufacture and use of Gas, and, without presumption, it may be confidently affirmed to be the only Meter extant that can be 
relied upon to measure correctly, to work with the minimum of pressure, and steadiness of light. It cannot be tampered with 
by tilting or otherwise, and will be of great durability. : ' 

This Meter is constructed on an entirely new principle, and, when once adjusted, will always remain the same under all 
circumstances. The quantity or height of the water in it has no effect on its capacity. The immense importance and economy 
of this to Gas Companies who are obliged to employ so many inspectors, doing their utmost to prevent tampering with the 
Meters, is so obvious, that they will be able to appreciate its advantages over all other Wet Meters, where the varying height 
of the water regulates the capacity, and is, in consequence, a perpetual source of annoyance, bad feeling, and litigation, between 
the Gas Companies and consumers. 

The following experiments clearly point out our advantages, and can be readily tested :— 


Old Water Meter. Clegg’s New Patent Hydraulic Gas-Meter. 
P . ru re 11 . _ ™ | - a . P —— 
2 pints above the line .. 5 lights .. 132 per cent. fast. | Water on the line Linch pressure 5 lights 4 per cent. slow. 
l 99 29 aS 7 ; es PP) 1 pint below  .. a ee l sa - 
Water on the line oS vs $ 99 - a } 5 ? 
= . ~ - ~ > »» ‘ ” 2”? . >” 5 
1 pint below the line BD i o * slow. a , 7 ": 6 a 
1} 5 71 , . pe >? > 13 ” ” ) ” nigat 
5 ”» ” . > 4 ’ ? 
4 a 2 : 5 
fo, * a Oa ya, | ee bop os ys r» 
A fluctuation of 23} per cent. | A fluctuation ef } per cent. 


The Drum, from its peculiar construction, presents scarcely any resistance when moving through the water; and, its 
weight being taken off its axis by an air vessel, it revolves with the slightest pressure. 

The comparative absence of friction in the Drum reduces the wear and tear, and enables it to be made of the strongest 
materials, which will keep it in working order longer than any other Meter. 

It is approved and adopted by the principal London and Country Gas Companies, and is guaranteed to comply with the 
“Sale of Gas Act,” as this Meter, beyond all doubt, works within a shorter range of registration than any other Meter 











manufacturs&. 
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CROSLEY & GOLDSMITH’S 


PATENT SELF-ADJUSTING & COMPENSATING GAS-METERS 
CANNOT BE OVER OR UNDERCHARGED WITH WATER, 


and they consequently register the quantity of Gas consumed with greater accuracy than Meters in which the Water-Line is variable. 





MANUFACTURED BY 


I. BRIGGS, | 


(Late CROSLEY & CO.,) | 
GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, 
| 


103, SOUTHWARK BRIDGE ROAD, LONDON, §S.E. 


N.B. The Patent Self-Adjusting and Compensating Apparatus may be applied to the ordinary Meter. | 
Manufacturer of LOWE'S PATENT MOTIVE-POWER METER, for situations where there is an inadequacy of pressure to | 
supply the special requirements of certain consumers in low grounds during the day or night. 
Also, Manufacturer of EXPERIMENT METERS, GOVERNORS, MINUTE-CLOCKS, PHOTOMETERS, &c., Xc., similar} 
to those used by Mr. King, of Liverpool. 
I. BRIGGS is also prepared to supply Gas Companies and others with | 


DUPLICATES of Mr. KING'S CUBIC FOOT TRANSFERRER, 


similar to that manufactured by Crosley & Co., and verified by the ASTRONOMER-ROYAL, and Prorrssorn MILLER, of Cam- 
bridge, on behalf of the Government, which was deposited by them in the Office of the COMPTROLLER-GENERAL of the|| 
EXCHEQUER, before Nov. 15, 1859, in compliance with the “ Act for Regulating Measures used in Sales of Gas.” He also supplies | 


TEST GASHOLDERS, 


Graduated by the Standard Cubic Foot. 











ee Oe = EEE PET wn the mer err Waseem: 


KING BROTHERS, | 
STOURBRIDGE FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS. 


HEAD on MOUTH PIECE 








KING BROTHERS beg especially to eall the attention of Gas Companies to the superiority of their Retorts, which are made from the celebrated STOURBRIDGE 
FIRE-CLAY. Mr. King has patented a Kiln for burning Retorts, by which Patent all Cold Air is excluded from the Kiln while burning, thus rendering them FREE 
FROM CRACKS AND CORRECY IN FORM. By great care in Manufacturing, combined with the advantages in burning,a VERY SMOOTH SURFACE is obtained, 
rendering them less liable to carbonize. 


Retort Ovens, Fire-Bricks, Guards, Saddles, Rabbitted Burs, Flues, and Quarries, are all Manufactured of the same quality of Clay. 
Every Retort and Brick is branded ‘‘ King Brothers, Stourbridge.” 





FIRE-CLAY GAS RETORTS. 
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JOSEPH CLIFF, 


WORTLEY IRE-BRICK WORKS, near LEEDS. 





THESE RETORTS are unrivalled in excellence, being the BEST FINISHED INTERNALLY, and THE MOST CORRECT IN ForM, of any in the Kingdom, From the peculiar | 
composition used in working up the face of the material. they are rendered unusually smooth, close, and FREE FROM SURFACK CRACKS, thus, ina great measure, preventing | 
leakage and the adhesion of carbon to their interior surface. ™ | 

To meet the yearly increasing demand of UPWARDS OF THIRTY SEASONS and to carry out the late improvements in the manufacture, the Premises have been 
te-erected and much enlarged, and Engineers may rely WITH CONFIDENCE on their orders being completed with a greater regard to despatch than by any other House, 

THE WORKS ARE WELL SITUATED 
( LONDON, LIVERPOCL, 
For EXPORT from the Ports of HULL, MIDDLESBRO’, 
HARTLEPOOL, and STOCKTON. 

FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, GUARDS, TILES, AND CLAY OF THE SAME QUALITY. 


M. P. NEWTON, London Agent, No. 4, Wharf, King’s Cross Goods Station. 
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MIESSRS. 


CROLL, RAIT, AND CQO, 


Manufacturers of Croll’s Patent Improved 


DRY GAS-MET ER, 


‘Are prepared to supply their Meters duly stamped, under the authority of the Sale of Gas 
Act, 22nd and 28rd Vic., Cap. 66. 





Fees for Stamping charged on Invoice. 


FACTORY: 
CANAL BRIDGE, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON, N.E. 


ALEXANDER WRIGHT, 


55 and 554, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER, §. W., 


MANUFACTURER OF 


CONSUMERS’ COMPENSATING & NON-COMPENSATING WET GAS-METERS, 
Of the best material and workmanship, carefully adjusted to meet the requirements of the SALES OF GAS ACT. 
STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS, 
WRIGHTS REGISTERING PRESSURE-GAUGE, EXHAUSTER REGISTER, & REGULATOR; 
STANDARD TEST GASHOLDERS; 
Consumers’ Governors; Inspectors’ Pocket, King’s, and all other kinds of Pressure-Gauges; Thermometers 
for Condensers, Pressure Registers, &c., &c. 


EXPERIMENTAL TESTING APPARATUS, 


Employed by the best experimenters in this country and on the continent, and by the Gas Testers in the London districts. 
PHOTOMETERS, SPECIFIC GRAVITY APPARATUS, BI-SULPHURET OF CARBON TEST, THOMPSON’S BROMINE 
AND HEATING POWER OF FUEL TESTS, IMPROVED ALKALIMETER, EXPERIMENTAL METERS 
ANTD GOVERNORS, MINUTE CLOCKS, &c., &c. 


“ Analysis of Gas for Practical Men,” by A. Wricut, M. Inst. C.E., post-free for 13 Stamps. Price-Lists on ApPuicaTion. 


JAMES MEACOCK, 


PATENT DRY AND WET GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, 


: _ 7, SNOW HILL, AND 16, WEST STREET, LONDON. 
in Mmm ESTABLISHED 1836. | 
| = J. M. invites attention to his Improvements in EXPERIMENTAL WET GAS-METERS, by 

ya which he renders impossible any Leakage from the Stuffing-Box. 
| These METERS are GUARANTEED to meet all the Requirements of the SALE OF GAS ACT 











\ GOVERNORS, ‘STATION-METERS, PHOTOMETERS, 


| its =f (i EXPERIMENTAL TESTING GASHOLDERS, HIGH-PRESSURE GAUGES, 
Se AND ALL APPARATUS IN USE AT THE GAS MANUFACTORY. 





D. HULETT and CO., 55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, 
PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the ONLY GOOD MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, 
invite the attention of Gas Companies and the Trade generally to their Improved GAS-METERS, which they warrant equal to 
any in Quality, Workmanship, and Simplicity of Construction, and the only Meters from which Gas cannot be obtained without 
being duly registered. MANUFACTURERS OF 
GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, VESTIBULES, BRACKETS, PENDANTS ; 
DOUBLE CONE, ALBERT, SHADOWLESS, & EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BURNER, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, ETC.; 
IMPROVED FULL-WAY CARTER’S VALVES (much approved of); 
GAS-STOVES, and every article connected with Gas Apparatus. 
CAST & WROUGHT-IRON PIPE BLACK & GALVANIZED. COPPER. TIN, BRASS, & COMPOSITION TUBING. 
DQ HULETT’'S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER 
for clearing out Mains, Services, and Interior Fittings—60s. net. 
Boyle’s Patent Silvered Glass Combination Reflectors and Outside Lanterns. 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Photometer. 
















































Large Pattern Books, with every description of Gas-Fittings, Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, 12s. 
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